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they pleased of him
; whereupon ths high priest

desired that they might enjoy the laws of their

forefathers, and might pay no tribute on the

seventh year. He granted all they desired : and

when they entreated him that he would permit
the Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their

own laws also, he willingly promised to do here-

after what they desired ;
and when he said to

the multitude that if any of them would list

themselves in his army on this condition, that

they should continue under the laws of their

forefathers, and live according to them, he was

willing to take them with them, many were ready
to accompany him in his wars.

6. SO WHEN Alexander had thus settled

matters at Jerusalem, he led his army into the

neighbouring cities ;
and when all the inhabitants,

to whom he came, received him with great kind-

ness, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem
for their metropolis (a city situate at mount

Gerizzim, and inhabited by apostates of the

Jewish nation), seeing that Alexander had so

greatly honoured the Jews, deter-

The Samaritans mined to profess themselves Jews ;

profess them- for such is the disposition of the

selves Jews. Samaritans, as we have already
elsewhere declared, that when the

Jews are in adversity they deny that they are of

kin to them, and then they confess the truth ; but

when they perceive that some good fortune hath

befallen them, they immediately pretend to have

communion with them saying, that they belong
to them, and derive their genealogy from the

posterity of Joseph, Ephraim, and Manasseh.

Accordingly, they made their address to the king

with splendour, and showed great alacrity in

meeting him at a little distance from Jerusalem ;

and when Alexander had commanded them, the

Shechemites approached to him, taking with

them the troops that Sanballat had sent him, and

they desired that he would come to their city,

and do honour to their temple also ; to whom he

promised, that when he returned he would come
to them

;
and when they petitioned that he would

remit the tribute of the seventh

year to them, because they did
Shechemlte,

not now sow thereon, he asked petition

who they were that made such a Alexander to

petition ;
and when they said that remit the

they were Hebrews, but had the ^bute.

name of Sidonians, living at

Shechem, he asked them again whether they

were Jews ; and when they said they were not

Jews, "It was to the Jews," said he, "that I

granted that privilege ; however, when I return,

and am thoroughly informed by you of this

matter, I will do what I shall think proper ;

"

and in this manner he took leave of the Shechem-

ites ; but ordered that the troops of Sanballat

should follow him into Egypt, because there he

designed to give them lands, which he did a

little after in Thebais, when he ordered them to

guard that country.

7. NOW WHEN Alexander was dead, the

government was parted among his successors ;

but the temple upon mount Gerizzim remained ;

and if any one were accused by
those ofJerusalem ofhaving eaten Temple of

things common,! or of having Gerizzim.

broken the Sabbath, or of any
other crime of the like nature, he fled away to

the Shechemites, and said that he was accused

unjustly. About this time it was that Jaddua
the high priest died, and Onias his son took the

high priesthood. This was the state of the affairs

of the people of Jerusalem at this time.

BOOK XII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF A HUNDRED AND SEVENTY YEARS FROM THE

DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GRBAT TO THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS.

CHAPTER I.

ffaw Ptolemy, the Son of Lagus, took "Jerusa-

lem and Judea by Deceit and Treachery,

and carried many of the Jews thence, and

planted them in Egypt.

1. NOW WHEN Alexander, king of Mace-

don, had put an end to the dominion of the Per-

sians, and had settled the affairs in Judea after

the fore-mentioned manner, he ended his life :

and as his government fell among many, Anti-

gonus obtained Asia ; Seleucus,

Successors of Babylon ; and of the other nations

Alexander, which were there, Lysimachus

governed the Hellespont, and

Cassander possessed Macedonia
; as did Ptole-

my, the son of Lagus, seize upon Egypt ; and
while these pnnces ambitiously strove one

against another, every one for his own princi-

pality, it came to pass that there were continual

wars, and those lasting wars too ; and the cities

were sufferers, and lost a great many of their

inhabitants in these times of distress, insomuch

that all Syria, by the means of Ptolemy, the son

of Lagus, underwent the reverse of that denomi-

nation of Saviour, which he then had. He also

seized upon Jerusalem, and for

that end made use of deceit and Jerusalem

treachery ;
for as he came into the seized by

city on a Sabbath-day, as if he Ptolemy,

would offer sacrifice, he, without

any trouble, gained the city, while the Jews did

not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to

1 Here Josephus uses the -word Koinophagia,

"eating common things," for "eating things

unclean ;" as does our new Testament, in Acts

x. 14, ij, zS; and xi. 8t <) ; Rom. xiv. 14.
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be their enemy ;
and he gained it thus, because

they were free from suspicion of him, and because

on that day they were at rest and quietness ;

and when he had gained it, he ruled over it in a

cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of Cnidus,
who wrote the acts of Alexander's successor, re-

proaches us with superstition, as if we, by it,

had lost our liberty ; where he says thus : "There
is a nation called the nation of the Jews, who
inhabit a city strong and great, named Jerusalem.
These men took no care, but let it come into the

hands of Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms,

and thereby they submitted to be under a hard

master, by reason of their unreasonable supersti-

tion." This is what Agatharchides relates of

our nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a

great many captives, both from the mountainous

parts of Judea and from the places about Jeru-
salem and Samaria, and the places near Mount

Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt,! and set-

tled them there. And as he knew that the people
of Jerusalem were most faithful in the observa-

tion of oaths and covenants ;2 and

ThsJewsin this from the answer they made
Egypt. to Alexander, when he sent an

embassage to them, after he had

beaten Darius in battle ; so he distributed many
of them into garrisons, and at Alexandria gave
them equal privileges of citizens with the Mace-

donians themselves
;
and required of them to

take their oaths that they would keep their

fidelity to the posterity of those who com-

mitted these places to their care. Nay, there

were not a few other Jews who, of their own

accord, went into Egypt, as invited by the good-
ness of the soil, and by the liberality of Ptolemy.

However, there were disorders among their pos-

terity, with relation to the Samaritans, on

account of their resolution to preserve that con-

duct of life which was delivered to them by their

I The great number of these Jews and Sa-

matitans that were formerly carried into

Egypt by Alexander, and now by Ptolemy, the

son of Lagus, appear afterward, in the vast

multitude who, as we shall see presently, were

soon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him

made free, before he sent for the seventy-two

interpreter! '. in the many garrisons, and other

soldiers oftha-t nation in Egypt : in thefamous
settlement of Jews, and the number of their

synagogues at Alexandria long afterward:

and in the vehement contention between the

Jews and Samaritans under Philometer, about

the place appointed for ptiblic worship in the

law of Moses, whether at the Jewish temple of

Jerusalem, or at the Samaritan temple of Ge-

rizzim : all of which our author treats here-

after. As to the Samaritans carried into

Egypt under the same princes, Scalliger sup-

poses, that those who have a great synagogue at

Cairo, as also thjse whom theArabicgeographer

speaks of, as having seized on an island in the

Red Sea, are remains ofthem at this very day,

as the notes here inform us.

8 Of the sacredness of oaths among the Jews
in the Old Testament, see Scripture Politics,

forefathers : and they thereupon contended one

with another, while those of Jerusalem said that

their temple was holy, and resolved to send their

sacrifices thither ; but the Samaritans were

resolved that they should be sent to Mount
Gerizzim.

CHAPTER II.

How Ptolemy Philadelphus procured the Laws
of the Jews to be translated into the Greek

Tongue ; and set many Captivesfree ; and
dedicated many Gifts to God.

1. WHEN ALEXANDER had reigned
twelve years, and after him Ptolemy Soter forty

years, Philadelphus then took the kingdom of

Egypt, and held it forty years within one. He
procured the law to be interpreted,! and set free

those that were come from Jerusalem into Egypt,
and were in slavery there, who were a hundred

and twenty thousand. The occasion was this :

Demetrius Phalereus, who was library-keeper

to the king, was now endeavouring, if it were

possible, to gather together all the books that

were in the habitable earth, and buying whatso-

ever was anywhere valuable, or agreeable to the

king's inclination (who was very

earnestly set upon collecting of Demetrius

books) ; to which inclination of collects books,

his Demetrius was zealously sub-

servient. And when once Ptolemy asked him
how many ten thousands of books he had col-

lected, he replied, that he had already about

twenty times ten thousand ; but that, in a little

time, he should have fifty times ten thousand.

But he said, he had been informed that there

were many books of laws among the Jews worthy
of inquiring after, and worthy of the king's

library, but which being written in characters

and in a dialect of their own, will cause no small

pains in getting them translated into the Greek

tongue : that the character in which they are

written seems to be like to that which is the

proper character of the Syrians, and that its

sound, when pronounced, is like theirs also ;
and

that this sound appears to be peculiar to them-

selves. Wherefore he said, that nothing hindered

why they might not get those books to be trans-

lated also : for while nothing is wanting that is

necessary for that purpose, we may have their

books also in this library. So the king thought

that Demetrius was very zealous to procure him

abundance of books, and that he suggested what

was exceeding proper for him to do ;
and there-

fore he wrote to the Jewish high priest that he

should act accordingly.

2. NOW THERE was one Aristeus, who

was among the king's most intimate friends, and,

1 Of the translation of the other parts of the

Old Testament by seventy Egyptian Jews, in

the reign of Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, and

Philadelphus; as also of the translation of the

Pentateuch by seventy-two Jerusalem Jews, in

theseventhyearofPhiladelphus,atAlexandria,

as given us an account of by Aristeus; and

thence by Philo and Josephus, with a vindica-

tion of Aristeus' history see the Appendix to

Lit. Accomp. ofProph. at large, pp. //7-/JV.
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on account of his modesty, very acceptable to

him. This Aristeus resolved fre-

Arlsteus quently, and before now, to

petition* the petition the king that he would
king to set set all the captive Jews in his
the captive k;ngdom free . and he thought this
Jews tree. . . . ,

to be a convenient opportunity for

the making that petition. So he

discoursed, in the first place, with the captains of

the king's guards, Sosibius of Tarentum, and

Andreas, and persuaded them to assist him in

what he was going to intercede with the king for.

Accordingly, Aristeus embraced the same opinion
with those that have been before mentioned, and
went to the king, and made the following speech
to him :

"
It is not fit for us, O king, to overlook

things hastily, or to deceive ourselves, but to lay
the truth open : for since we have determined
not only to get the laws of the Jews transcribed,
but interpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what
means can we do this, while so many of the Jews
are now slaves in thy kingdom ? Do thou then

what will be agreeable to thy magnanimity, and
to thy good-nature : free them from the miserable

condition they are in, because that God, who
supporteth thy kingdom, was the author of their

laws, as I have learned by particular inquiry ;

for both these people and we also worship the

same God, the framer of all things. We call

him, and that truly, by the name Zr/i/a [or life,

or Jupiter], because he breathes life into all men.

Wherefore, do thou restore these men to their

own country ; and this do to the honour of God,
because these men pay a peculiarly excellent

worship to him. And know this farther, that

though I be not of kin to them by birth, nor one
of the same country with them, yet do I desire

these favours to be done them, since all men are

the workmanship of God : and I am sensible that

he is well pleased with those that do good. I

do therefore put up this petition to thee, to do

good to them."

3. WHEN ARISTEUS was saying thus,
the king looked upon him with a cheerful and

joyful countenance, and said,
" How many ten

thousands dost thou suppose there are of such as

want to be made free?" To which Andreas

replied, as he stood by, and said,
" A few more

than ten times ten thousand." The king made
answer, "And is this a small gift that thou

askest, Aristeus ?
"

But Sosibius, and the rest

that stood by, said, That he ought to offer such
a thank-offering as was worthy of his greatness
of soul, to that God who had given him his

kingdom. With this answer he was much
pleased ; and gave order, that when they paid
the soldiers their wages, they should lay down
[a hundred and] twenty drachmae for every one
of the slaves.l And he promised to publish a

magnificent decree about what they requested,

1 Although this number one hundred and

twenty drachma [of Alexandria, or sixty

Jewish shekels] be here three times repeated,

and that in all Josephus's copies Greek and

Latin, yet, since all the copies of Aristeus,

whence Josephus took his relation, have this

sum several times, and still as no more than

which should confirm what Aristeus had proposed
ajid especially what God willed

should be done; whereby, he said, The Jewish

he would not only set those free captives set

who had been led away captive
fr66 -

by his father and his army, but

those who were in his kingdom before, and those

also, if any such there were, who had been

brought away since. And when they said that

their redemption-money would amount to above

four hundred talents, he granted it. A copy of

which decree I have determined to preserve,

that the magnanimity of this king may be made
known. Its contents were as follow : "Let all

those who were soldiers under our father, and

who, when they overrun Syria and Phenicia,
and laid waste Judea, took the Jews captives,

and made them slaves, and brought them into

our cities, and into this country, and then sold

them ; as also those that were in my kingdom
before them, and if there be any that have

lately been brought thither, be

made free by those that possess Decree of

them; and let them accept of [a Ptolemy,

hundred and] twenty drachmae

for every slave. And let the soldiers receive

this redemption-money with their pay, but the

rest out of the king's treasury : for I suppose
that they were made captives without our

father's consent, and against equity ; and that

their country was harassed by the insolence of

the soldiers, and that by removing them into

Egypt, the soldiers have made a great profit by
them. Out of regard therefore, to justice, and
out of pity to those that have been tyrannized

over, contrary to equity, I enjoin those thai

have such Jews in their service to set them a

liberty, upon the receipt of the before-mentioned

sum : and that no one use any deceit about

them, but obey what is here commanded. And I

will, that they give in their names within three

days after the publication of this edict, to such as

are appointed to execute the same, and produce
the slaves before them also, for I think it will be

for the advantage of my affairs ; and let every
one that will, inform against those that do not

obey this decree ; and I will, that their estates

be confiscated into the king's treasury." When
this decree was read to the king, it at first con-

tained the rest that is here inserted, and only
omitted those Jews that had formerly been

brought, and those brought afterward, which had

twenty drachma, or ten Jewish shekels ; and

since the sum of the talents, to be set down pre-

sently, which is a little abovefour hundred and

sixty for somewhat more than one hundred

thousand slaves, and is nearly the same in Jo-

sephus and Aristeus, does betteragree to twenty
than to one hundred and twenty drachmce ; and

since the value ofa slave ofold was, at the ut-

most, but thirty shekels, or sixty drachma;, see

Exod. xxi. 32, while in the present circum-

stances of these Jewish slaves, and those so very

numerous, Philadelphus would rather redeem

them at a cheaper than at a dearer rate, then

is great reason to prefer here Aristeus's copies

before Josephus's.
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not been distinctly mentioned ; so he added

these clauses out of his humanity, and with

great generosity. He also gave order that the

payment, which was likely to be done in a hurry,

should be divided among the king's ministers, and

among the officers of the treasury.

Redemption- When this was over, what the

money of king had decreed was quickly
the captlvei. brought to a conclusion ; and this

in no more than seven days' time,

the number of the talents paid for the captives

being above four hundred and sixty, and this be-

cause their masters required the [hundred and]

twenty drachmae for the children also, the king

having, in effect, commanded that these should

be paid for, when he said, in his decree, that

they should receive the forementioned sum for

every slave.

4. NOW WHEN this had been done after

so magnificent a manner, according to the king's

inclinations, he gave order to Demetrius to give

him in writing his sentiments concerning the

transcribing of the Jewish books ;
for no part of

the administration is done rashly by these kings,

but all things are managed with great circum-

spection. On which account I have subjoined

a copy of these epistles, and set down the

multitude of the vessels sent as gifts [to Jerusa-

lem], and the construction of every one, that the

exactness of the artificers' workmanship, as it

appeared to those that saw them, and which

workmen made every vessel, may be made

manifest, and this on account of the excellency

of the vessels themselves. Now

Interpre-
the COPV of the eP'stle was to tllis

ters of the purpose :

" Demetrius to the

Jewish laws great king. When thou, O king,

required. gavest me a charge concerning the

collection of books that were

wanting to fill your library, and concerning the

care that ought to be taken about such as are

imperfect, I have used the utmost diligence

about those matters. And I let you know, that

we want the books of the Jewish legislation,

with some others ;
for they are written in the

Hebrew characters, and being in the language of

that nation, are to us unknown. It hath also

happened to them, that they have been tran-

scribed more carelessly than they should have

been, because they have not had hitherto royal

care taken about them. Now it is necessary

that thou shouldest have accurate copies ofthem.

And indeed this legislation is full of hidden

wisdom, and entirely blameless, as being the

legislation of God: for which cause it is, as

Hecateus of Abdera says, That the poets and

historians make no mention of it, nor of those

men who lead their lives according to it, since

it is a holy law, and ought not to be published

by profane mouths. If then it please thee, O

king, thou mayest write to the high priest of the

Jews, to send six of the elders out of every tribe,

and those such as are most skilful of the laws,

that by their means we may learn the clear and

agreeing sense of these books, and may obtain

an accurate interpretation of their contents, and

so may have such a collection of these as may be

iuitable to thy desire."

5. WHEN THIS epistle was sent to the

king, he commanded that as epistle should be

drawn up for Eleazar, '.He Jewish high priest,

concerning these matters ; and that they should

inform him of the release of the Jews that had
been in slavery among them. He also sent fifty

talents of gold for the making of

large basins, and vials, and cups, Presents for

and an immense quantity of the Hebrew

precious stones. He also gave priests,

order to those who had the custody
of the chest that contained those stones, to give
the artificers leave to choose out what sorts of

them they pleased. He withal appointed, that a

hundred talents in money should be sent to the

temple for sacrifices and for other uses. Now I

will give a description of these vessels, and the

manner of their construction, but not till after I

have set down a copy of the epistle which was

writen to Eleazar the high priest, who had ob-

tained that dignity on the occasion following :

When Onias the high priest was dead, his son Si-

mon became his successor. He was called Simon

the Just,! because of both his piety towards God,
and his kind disposition to those of his own
nation. When he was dead, and had left a

young son, who was called Onias, Simon's

brother, Eleazar, of whom we are speaking,

took the high priesthood ;
and he it was to whom

Ptolemy wrote, and that in the

manner following :

"
King Ptole- Ptolemy

my to Eleazar the high priest, writes for an

sendeth greeting. There are Interpretation

many Jews who now dwell in my of the Jewish

kingdom, whom the Persians, l*w.

when they were in power, carried

captives. These were honoured by my father ;

some of them he placed in the army, and gave
them greater pay than ordinary ; to others of

them, when they came with him into Egypt, he

committed his garrisons, and the guarding of

them, that they might be a terror to the Egyp-
tians : and when I had taken the government, I

treated all men with humanity, and especially

those that are thy fellow-citizens, of whom I

have set free above a hundred thousand thaf

were slaves, and paid the price of their redemp-

tion to their masters out of my own revenues ;

and those that are of a fit age, I have admitted

into the number of my soldiers ; and for such as

are capable of being faithful to me, and proper

for my court, I have put them in such a post,

as thinking this [kindness done to them] to be a

very great and an acceptable gift, which I devote

to God for his providence over me ;
and as I

am desirous to do what will be grateful to these,

and to all the other Jews in the habitable earth, I

have determined to procure an interpretation of

your law, and to have it translated out of

Hebrew into Greek, and to be reposited in my
library. Thou wilt therefore do well to choose

out and send to me men of a good character,

1 We have a very great encomium of this

Simon the Just, the son of Onias I., in t/u

fiftieth chapter of the Ecclesiasticus, through

the -whole chapter. Nor is it improper to con-

sult that chapter itselfupon this occasion.
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who are now elders in age, and six in number
out of every tribe. These, by their age, must be

skilful in the laws, and of abilities to make an

accurate interpretation of them ; and when
this shall be finished, I shall think that I have
done a work glorious to myself; and I have
sent to thee Andreas, the captain of my guard,
and Aristeus, men whom I have in very great
esteem ; by whom I have sent those first-fruits

which I have dedicated to the temple, and to the

sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value of a

hundred talents
;
and if thou wilt send to us, to

let us know what thou wouldest have farther,

thou wilt do a thing acceptable to me."
6. WHEN THIS epistle of the king was

brought to Eleazar, he wrote an answer to it

with all the respect possible :

"
Eleazar the

high priest to King Ptolemy, sendeth greeting.
Ifthou and thy queen Arsinoe,! and thy children,
be well, we are entirely satisfied. When we re-

ceived thy epistle, we greatly rejoiced at thy in-

tentions ; and when the multitude were gathered

together, we read to them, and thereby made
them sensible of the piety thou hast towards God.
We also showed them the twenty vials of gold,
and thirty of silver, and the five large basins,

and the table for the show-bread
;
as also the

hundred talents for the sacrifices, and for the

making of what shall be needful at the temple :

which things Andreas and Aristaeus, those most
honoured friends of thine, have brought us ; and

truly they are persons of an excellent character,
and of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue.

Know then that we will gratify thee in what is

for thy advantage, though we do

The law and what we used not to do before
;

interpreter! for we ought to make a return for

sent to the the numerous acts of kindness
kin8- which thou hast done to our coun-

trymen. We immediately, there-

fore, offered sacrifices for thee and thy sister,
with thy children and friends : and the multi-
tude made prayers, that thy affairs may be to

thy mind ; and that thy kingdom may be pre-
served in peace, and that the translation of our
law may come to the conclusion thou desirest,
and be for thy advantage. We have also chosen
six elders out of every tribe, whom we have sent,
and the law with them. It will be thy part, out
of thy piety and justice, to send back the law
when it hath been translated; and to return

those to us that bring it in safety. Farewell."

7, THIS WAS the reply which the high
priest made ; but it does not seem to me to be

necessary to set down the names of the seventy
[two] elders who were sent by Eleazar, and
carried the law, which yet were subjoined at the

1 When we have here and presently mention
made of Philadelphus's queen and sister Arsi-

noe, tue are to remember, with Spanheim, that

A rsinoe was both his sister and his wife, ac-

cording to the old custom of Persia, and of
Egypt at this very time ; nay, of the Assyrians

long aftetward. See An tig. 6. xx. ch. ii. sect.

I. Whence we have, upon the coins ofPhila-

delphus, this knoivn inscription :
" The Divine

Brother and Sister."

end of the epistle. However, I thought it not

improper to give an account of those very valu-

able and artificially contrived

vessels which the king sent to The king**

God, that all may see how great present*.

a regard the king had for God ;

for the king allowed a vast deal of expenses for

these vessels ; and came often to the workmen,
and viewed their works, and suffered nothing ol

carelessness or negligence to be any damage to

their operations ; and I will relate how rich they
were as well as I am able, although, perhaps,

the nature of this history may not require such

a description ;
but I imagine I shall thereby re-

commend the elegant taste and magnanimity of

this king to those that read this history.

8. AND, FIRST, I will describe what be-

longs to the table. It was indeed in the king's

mind to make this table vastly large in its

dimensions ; but then he gave orders that they

should learn what was the magnitude of the

table which was already at Jerusalem, and how

large it was, and whether there were a possibility

of making one larger than it. And when he was

informed how large that was which was already

there, and that nothing hindered but a larger

might be made, he said, That he was willing

to have one made that should be five times as

large as the present table ;
but his fear was, that

it might be then useless in their

sacred ministrations by its too Table tor

great largeness ;
for he desired sacred

that the gifts he presented them ministration*,

should not only be there for show,
but should be useful also in their sacred minis-

trations. According to which reasoning, that

the former table was made of so moderate a size

for use, and not for want of gold, he resolved

that he would not exceed the former table in

largeness, but would make it exceed it in the

variety and elegancy of its materials
;
and as he

was sagacious in observing the nature of all

things, and of having a just notion of what was

new and surprising, and where there were no

sculptures, he would invent such as were proper

by his own skill, and would show them to the

workmen, he commanded that such sculptures

should now be made ;
and that those which were

delineated should be most accurately formed, by
a constant regard to their delineation.

9. WHEN, THEREFORE, the workmen
had undertaken to make the table, they framed

it in length two cubits [and a half], in breadth

one cubit, and in height one cubit and a half;

and the entire structui e of the work was of gold.

They withal made a crown of a

hand-breadth round it, with wave- Crown of the

work wreathed about it, and with table.

an engraving which imitated a

cord, and was admirably turned on its three

parts ; for as they were of a triangular figure,

every angle had the same disposition of its

sculptures, that when you turned them about,

the very same form of them was turned about

without any variation. Now that part of the

crown that was enclosed under the table had its

sculptures very beautiful ;
but that part which

went round on the outside was more elaboratelv
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adorned with most beautiful ornaments, because

it was exposed to sight, and to the view of the

spectators ; for which reason it was that both

those sides which were extant above the rest

were acute, and none of the angles, which we
before told you were three, appeared less than

another when the table was turned about. Now
into the cord-work thus turned

The cord- were precious stones inserted, in

work. rows parallel one to the other,

enclosed in golden buttons, which

had ouches in them
; but the parts which were

on the side of the crown, and were exposed to

the sight, were adorned with a row of oval

figures obliquely placed, of the most excelbnt

sort of precious stones, which imitated rods laid

close, and encompassed the table round about.

But under these oval figures thus engraven, the

workmen had put a crown all round it, where

the nature of all sorts of fruit was represented,
insomuch that the bunches of grapes hung up ;

and when they had made the stones to represent

all the kinds of fruits before mentioned, and that

each in its proper colour, they made them fast

with gold round the whole table. The like dis-

position of the oval figures, and of the engraved

rods, was framed under the crown, that the table

might on each side show the same appearance of

variety and elegancy of its ornaments, so that

neither the position of the wave-work nor of the

crown might be different, although the table

were turned on the other side, but that the

prospect of the same artificial contrivances might
be extended as far as the feet ; for there was

made a plate of gold four fingers broad, through
the entire breadth of the table, into which they
inserted the feet, and then fastened them to the

table by buttons and button-holes, at the place

where the crown was situate, that so on what

side soever of the table one should stand, it

might exhibit the very same view of the ex-

quisite workmanship, and of the vast expenses
bestowed upon it ; but upon the table itself they

engraved a meander, inserting into

Meander of it very valuable stones in the

precious middle like stars, of various
stones, colours ; the carbuncle and the

emerald, each of which sent out

agreeable rays of light to the spectators ;
with

such stones of other sorts also as were most

curious and best esteemed, as being most pre-

cious in their kind. Hard by this meander a

texture of net-work ran round it, the middle of

which appeared like a rhombus, into which were

inserted rock-crystal and amber, which, by the

great resemblance of the appearance they made,

gave wonderful delight to those that saw them.

The chapiters of the feet imitated the first bud-

dings of lilies, while their leaves were bent and

laid under the table, but so that the chives were

seen standing upright within them. Their bases

were made of a carbuncle ; and the place at the

bottom, which rested on that carbuncle, was one

palm deep, and eight fingers in breadth. Now
they_,had engraven upon it, with a very fine tool,

and with a great deal of pains, a branch of ivy,

and tendrils of the vine, sending forth clusters of

grapes, that you vould guess they were no wise

different from real tendrils ; for they were so

very thin, and so very far extended at their extre-

mities, that they were moved with the wind, and
made one believe that they were the product of

Nature, and not the representation of Art.

They also made the entire workmanship of the
table appear to be threefold, while

the joints of the several parts were Workmanship
so united together as to be invis- ofthetabl*.

ible, and the places where they
joined could not be distinguished. Now the

thickness of the table was not less than half a

cubit. So that this gift, by the king's great

generosity, by the great value of the materials,

and the variety of its exquisite structure, and
the artificer's skill in imitating Nature with

graving tools, was at length brought to perfec-

tion, while the king was very desirous, that

though in largeness it were not to be different

from that which was already dedicated to God,

yet that in exquisite workmanship, and the

novelty of the contrivances, and in the splendour
of its construction, it should far exceed it, and
be more illustrious than that was.

10. NOW OF the cisterns of gold there were

two, whose sculpture was of scale-work, from its

basis to its belt-like circle, with

various sorts of stones inchased in Cisterns of

the spiral circles. Next to which gold,

there was upon it a meander of a
cubit in height : it was composed of stones of all

sorts ofcolours ; and next to this was the rod-work

engraven ; and next to that was a rhombus in a

texture of net-work, drawn out to the brim of a

basin, while small shields, made of stones,

beautiful in their kind, and of four fingers'

depth, filled up the middle parts. About the

top of the basin were wreathed the leaves of

lilies, and of the convolvulus, and the tendrils of

vines in a circular manner ; and this was the

construction of the cisterns of gold, each con-

taining two firkins : but those which were of

silver were much more bright and splendid than

looking-glasses : and you might in them see the

images that fell upon them more plainly than in

the other. The king also ordered thirty vials ;

those of which the parts that were

of gold, and filled up with pre- Vials ordered

cious stones, were shadowed over tyf *^e king,

with the leaves of ivy and of vines,

artificially engraven ; and these were the vessels

that were, after an extraordinary manner, brought

to this perfection, partly by the skill of the work-

men, who were admirable in such fine work, but

much more by the diligence and generosity of

the king, who not only supplied the artificers

abundantly, and with great generosity, with

what they wanted, but he forbade public audi-

ences for tha time, and came and stood by the

workmen, and saw the whole operation ; and

this was the cause why the workmen were so

accurate in their performance, because they had

regard to the king, and to his great concern

about the vessels, and so the more indefatigably

kept close to the work.

11. AND THESE were what gifts were sent

by Ptolemy to Jerusalem, and dedicated to God

there. But when Eleazar the high priest had
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devoted them to God, and had paid due respect

to those that brought them, and had given them

present* to be carried to the king, he dismissed

them. And when they were come to Alexandria,

and Ptolemy heard that they were come, and

that the seventy elders were come also, he pre-

sently sent for Andreas and Aristeus, his ambas-

sadors, who came to him, and delivered him the

epistle which they brought him from the high

priest, and made answer to all the questions he

put to them by word of mouth. He then made

haste to meet the elders that came from Jeru-

salem for the interpretation of the

The king re- laws
>
and ne gave command, that

cetves the every body who came on other

Jewish elders, occasions should be sent away,
which was a thing surprising, and

what he did not use to do : for those that were

drawn thither upon such occasions used to come
to him on the fifth day ; but ambassadors at the

month's end. But when he had sent those away,
he waited for these that were sent by Eleazar ;

but as the old men came in with the presents,

which the high priest had given them to bring
to the king, and with the membranes, upon
which they had their laws written in golden

letters.l he put questions to them concerning
those books

; and when they had taken off the

covers wherein they were wrapt up, they showed
him the membranes. So the king stood admir-

ing the thinness of those membranes, and the ex-

actness of the junctures, which could not be

perceived (so exactly were they connected one
with another) ;

and this he did for a considerable

time. He then said that he returned them
thanks for coming to him, and still greater
thanks to him that sent them : and, above all, to

'.hat God whose laws they appeared to be.

Then did the elders, and those that were present
with them, cry out with one voice, and wished
all happiness to the king. Upon which he fell

into tears by the violence of the pleasure he had,
it being natural to men to afford

The king IB the same indications in great joy
affected to that they do under sorrow. And

team. when he had bidden them deliver

the books to those that were ap-

pointed to receive them, he saluted the men,
and said that it was but just to discourse, in the

first place, of the errand they were sent about,
and then to address himself to themselves. He
promised, however, that he would make this day
on which they came to him remarkable and emi-

nent every year through the whole course of his

life ; for their coming to him, and the victory
which he gained over Antigonus by sea, proved
to be on the very same day. He also gave
orders that they should sup with him

; and gave
it in charge that they should have excellent lodg-

ingsprovided for them in the upper part of the city.

12. NOW HE that was appointed to take

care of the reception of strangers, Nicanor by
name, called for Dorotheus, whose duty it was

1 The Talmudists say, that it is not lawful
to -write the law in letters of gold, contrary to

this certain and very ancient example. See
Hudson's and Reland's notes here.

to make provision for them, and bade him pre-

pare for every one of them what should be rer

quisite for their diet and way of living ; which

thing was ordered by the king after this manner :

he took care that those that belonged to every

city, which did not use the same way of living,

that all things should be prepared for them ac-

cording to the custom of those that came to him,

that, being feasted according to the usual me-

thod of their own way of living, they might be

the better pleased, and might not be uneasy at

any thing done to them from which they were

naturally averse. And this was not done in the

case of these men by Dorotheus, who was put

into this office because of his great skill in such

matters belonging to common life : for he took

care of all matters as concerned the reception of

strangers, and appointed them

double seats for them to sit on, ih fl stranger*,

according as the king had com- appointed seati

manded him to do
;
for he had at the table,

commanded that half of their

seats should be set at his right hand, and the

other half behind his table, and took care that

no respect should be omitted that could be

shown them. And when they were thus set

down, he bid Dorotheus to minister to all those

that were to come to him from Judea, after the

manner they used to be ministered to ;
for which

cause he sent away their sacred heralds, and

those that slew the sacrifices, and the rest that

used to say grace ; but called to one of those

that were come to him, whose name was Eleazar,

who was a priest, and desired him to say grace ;
1

who then stood in the midst of them, and prayed,
That all prosperity might attend the king, and

those that were his subjects. Upon which an

acclamation was made by the whole company,
with joy and a great noise ;

and when that was

over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the

enjoyment of what was set before them. And at

a little interval afterward, when the king thought

a sufficient time had been interposed, he began
to talk philosophically to them, and he asked

every one of them a philosophical

question,2 and such a one as might The king asks

give light in those inquiries ;
and questions,

when they had explained all the

problems that had been proposed by the king

1 This is tJie most ancient example I have met
with of a grace, or short prayer, or thanks-

giving, befoie meat; which, as it is used to be

said by a heathen priest, was now said by Elea-

gar, a Jewish priest, who was one of those

seventy-two interpreters. The next example 1

have met with is that of the Essenes, of the

War, b. ii. ch. viii. sect. 5, both before andafter
it; those of our Saviour before it, Mark viii.

6; John vi. n, 23; and St. Paul, Acts xxvii.

Jtf; and a form ofsuch a grace or prayer for
Christians, at the end of the fifth book of tJie

Apostolical Constitutions, which seems to have
been intended for both times, both before and

after meat.
2 They were rather political questions and

answers, tending to the good and religious go-

vernment ofmankind.
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about every point, he was well pleased with

their answers. This took up the twelve days in

which they were treated ; and he that pleases

may learn the particular questions in that book
of Aristeus, which he wrote on this very occasion.

13. AND WHILE not the king only, but the

philosopher Menedemus also, admired them,
and said that all things were governed by Pro-

vidence, and that it was probable that thence it

was that such force or beauty was discovered in

these men's words, they then left off asking
any more questions. But the king said that he
had gained very great advantages by their

coming, for that he had received this profit from

them, that he had learned how he ought to rule

his subjects. And he gave order that they
should have every one three talents given them ;

and that those that were to conduct them to

their lodging should do it. Accordingly, when
three days were over, Demetrius took them, and
went over the causeway seven furlongs long :

it was a bank in the sea to an island. And when

they had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to

the northern parts, and showed them where they
should meet, which was in a house that was
built near the shore, and was a quiet place, and
fit for their discoursing together about their

work. When he had brought
The Interpre- them thither, he entreated them
tera begin (now they had all things about
their work, them which they wanted for the

interpretation of their law) that

they would suffer nothing to interrupt them in

their work. Accordingly, they made an accurate

interpretation, with great zeal and great pains ;

and this they continued to do till the ninth hour
of the day : after which time they relaxed and
took care of their body, while their food was
provided for them in great plenty; besides,

Dorotheus, at the king's command, brought them
a great deal of what was provided for the king
himself. But in the morning they came to the

court, and saluted Ptolemy, and then went away
to their former place, where, when they had
washed their hands,! and purified themselves,

tjiey betook themselves to the interpretation of

the laws. Nor when the law was transcribed,
and the labour of interpretation

The law was over, which came to its con-

transcribed. elusion in seventy-two days, De-
metrius gathered all the Jews

together to the place where the laws were

translated, and where the interpreters were, and
read them over. The multitude did also approve
of those elders that were the interpreters of the

law. They withal commended Demetrius for

his proposal, as the inventor of what was greatly

1 This purification of the interpreters, by

washing in the sea, before they prayed to God
niery morning, and before they set about trans-

lating, may be compared with the like practice

of Peter the Apostle, in the Recognitions of
Clement, b. iv. ch. Hi., and b. v. ch. xxxvi. ;

and with the places of the Proseucha, or of
prayer, which were sometimes built near the
sea or rivers also. Ofwhich matter see Antiq.
b. xiv. ch. x. sect. 22, and Acts vi. 13, 16.

for their happiness ; and they desired that h<

would give leave to their rulers also to read the

law. Moreover they all, both the priest and th?

ancientest of the elders, and the principal men
of their commonwealth, made it their request,
that since the interpretation was happily finished,
it might continue in the state it now was, and

might not be altered. And when they all com-
mended that determination of theirs, they en-

joined, that if any one observed either any thing

superfluous, or any thing omitted, that he would
take a view of it again, and have it laid before

them, and corrected
; which was a wise action of

theirs, that when the thing was judged to have
been well done, it might continue for ever.

14, SO THE king rejoiced when he saw that

his design of this nature was brought to perfec-

tion, to so great advantage ; and he was chiefly

delighted with hearing the laws read to him,
and was astonished at the deep meaning and
wisdom of the legislator. And he began to dis-

course with Demetrius,
" How it came to pass

that, when this legislation was so wonderful, no

one, either of the poets or of the historians, had
made mention of it?" Demetrius made an-

swer, that
" No one durst be so bold as to touch

upon the description of these laws, because they
were divine and venerable, and because some
that had attempted it were afflicted

by God." He also told him, that Punishment
"
Theopompus was desirous of *or ilnful

writing somewhat about them, curiosity,

but was thereupon disturbed in

his mind for above thirty days' time ; and upon
some intermission of his distemper, he appeased
God [by prayer], as suspecting that his madness

proceeded from that cause." Nay, indeed, he

further saw in a dream, that his distemper befel

him while he indulged too great a curiosity

about divine matters, and was desirous of pub-

lishing them among common men
;
but when he

left off that attempt, he recovered his under-

standing again. Moreover, he informed him of

Theodectes, the tragic poet, concerning whom
it was reported, that when in a certain dramatic

representation, he was desirous to make mention

of things that were contained in the sacred

books, he was afflicted with a darkness in his

eyes ; and that upon his being conscious of the

occasion of his distemper, and appeasing God

[by prayer], he was freed from that affliction.

15. AND WHEN the king had received

these books from Demetrius, as we have said

already, he adored them ; and gave order, that

great care should be taken of them, that they

might remain uncorrupted. He also desired

that the interpreters would come often to him

out of Judea, and that both on account of the

respects that he would pay them, and on ac-

count of the presents he would make them ; for

he said, It was now but just to send

them away, although if, of their Interpreters

own accord, they would come to dismissed

him hereafter, they should obtain ^^ presents,

all that their own wisdom might

justly require, and what his generosity was able

to give them. So he sent them away, and gave
to every one of them three garments of the besi
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sort, and two talents of gold, and a cup of the

value of one talent, and the furniture of the room
wherein they were feasted. And these were the

things he presented to them. But by them
he sent to Eleazar the high priest ten beds, with

feet of silver, and the furniture to them belong-

ing, and a cup of the value of thirty talents ; and
besides these, ten garments, and purple, and a

very beautiful crown, and a hundred pieces of

the finest woven linen
; as also vials and dishes,

and vessels for pouring, and two golden cisterns,

to be dedicated to God. He also desired him, by
an epistle, that he would give these interpreters

leave, if any of them were desirous, of coming to

him
;
because he highly valued a conversation

with men of such learning, and should be very

willing to lay out his wealth upon such men.

And this was what came to the Jews, and was

much to their glory and honour, from Ptolemy

Philadelphus.

CHAPTER III.

How the Kings ofAsia honoured the Nation of
the Jews, and made them Citizens of those

Cities -which they built.

1. THE JEWS also obtained honours from

the kings of Asia when they became their

auxiliaries ; for Seleucus Nicator made them

citizens in those cities which he built in

Asia, and in the Lower Syria, and in the me-

tropolis itself, Antioch ;
and gave them privileges

equal to those of the Macedonians and Greeks,

who were the inhabitants, insomuch that these

privileges continue to this very day : an argument
for which you have in this, that whereas the

Jews do not make use of oil prepared by
foreigners,! they receive a certain sum of money
from the proper officers belonging to their exer-

cises as the value of that oil ; which money
when the people of Antioch would have deprived
them of, in the last war, Mucianus, who was
then president of Syria, preserved it to them.

And when the people of Alexandria

Generosity and of Antioch did after that, at

of the the time that Vespasian and Titus
Romans. his son governed the habitable

earth, pray that these privileges

of citizens might be taken away, they did not

obtain their request. In which behaviour any
one may discern the equity and generosity of

the Romans,2 especially of Vespasian and Titus,

1 The use of oil was much greater, and the

donatives of it much more valuable, in Judea,
and the neighbouring countries, than it is

amongst us. It was also, in the daysofjose-

phus, thought unlawful for Jews to make use

ofany oil that was prepared by heathens, per-

haps on account ofsome superstitions intermix-

ed with its preparation by those heathens.

When, therefore, the heathens were to make
them a donative of oil, they paid them money
instead of it. See Of the War, b. ii. ch. xxi.

sect, a; the Life of Josephus, sect. 13; and
Hudson's note on the place before us.

2 This, and the likegreat andjust characters,

qf the justice and equity, and generosity of the

who, although they had been at a great deal of

pains in the war against the Jews, and were

exasperated against them, because they did not

deliver up their weapons to them, but continued

the war to the very last, yet did not they take

away any oftheir forementioned privileges belong-

ing to them as citizens, but restrained their anger,

and overcame the prayers of the Alexandrians

and Antiochians, who were a very powerful

people, insomuch that they did not yield to them,

neither out of their favour to these people, nor

out of their old grudge at those whose wicked

opposition they had subdued in the war
;
nor

would they alter any of the ancient favours

granted to the Jews, but said, that those who

had borne arms against them, and fought them,

had suffered punishment already, and that it was

not just to deprive those that had not offended of

the privileges they enjoyed.

2. WE ALSO know that Marcus Agrippa was
'

of the like disposition towards the Jews ;
for

when the people of Ionia were very angry at

them, and besought Agrippa, that they, and

they only, might have those privileges of citizens

which Antiochus, the grandson of Seleucus (who

by the Greeks was called The God), had bestowed

on them ; and desired that, if the Jews were to be

joint-partakers with them, they

might be obliged to worship the Agrippa Is

gods they themselves worshipped ;
well disposed

but when these matters were to the Jews.

brought to trial, the Jews pre-

vailed, and obtained leave to make use of their

own customs, and this under the patronage of

Nicolaus of Damascus
;
for Agrippa gave sen-

tence, that he could not innovate. And if any
one hath a mind to know this matter accurately,

let him peruse the hundred and twenty-third and
hundred and twenty-fourth books of the history

of this Nicolaus. Now, as to this determination of

Agrippa, it is not so much to be admired ; for at

that time our nation had not made war against

the Romans. But one may well be astonished

at the generosity of Vespasian and Titus, that

after so great wars and contests which they had

from us, they should use such moderation.

But I will now return to that part of my history

whence I made the present digression.

3. NOW IT happened that in the reign of

Antiochus the Great, who ruled over all Asia,

that the Jews, as well as the inhabitants of Cele-

syria, suffered greatly, and their land was sorely

harassed ; for while he was at war with Ptolemy

Philopater, and with his son, who
was called Epiphanes, it fell out War between

that these nations were equally Antiochus and

sufferers, both when he was beaten Ptolemy,

and when he beat the others
;
so

that they were very like to a ship in a storm,

old Romans, both to Jews and other conquered

nations, affords us a very good reason why Al-

mighty God, upon the rejection oj the Jews for
their wickedness, chose themfor his people, and

first established Christianity in that empire.

Ofwhich matter, see Josephus here, sect, i ; at

also Antiq. b. xiv. ch. x. if. 2.3 ; b xvi. ch. ii.

tect. 4.
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which is tossed by the waves on both sides
;
and

just thus were they in their situation in the

middle between Antiochus's prosperity and its

change to adversity. But at length, when Anti-

ochus had beaten Ptolemy, he seized upon Judea ;

and when Philopater was dead, his son sent out

a great army under Scopas, the general of his

forces, against the inhabitants of Celesyria, who
took many of their cities, and in particular our

nation ; which, when he fell upon them, went
over to him. Yet was it not long afterward when
Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle fought
at the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a great

part of his army. But afterward, when Antio-

chus subdued those cities of Celesyria which

Scopas had gotten into his possession, and
Samaria with them, the Jews, of their own

aacord, went over to him, and received him into

the city [Jerusalem], and gave plentiful provision
to all his army, and to his ele-

Jew supply Phants>
and readily assisted him

Antlochbs with when he besieged the garrison

provisions, which was in the citadel of Jeru-

salem. Wherefore, Antiochus

Aought it but just to requite the Jews' diligence
and zeal in his service ; so he wrote to the

generals of his armies, and to his friends, and

gave testimony to the good behaviour of the

Jews towards him, and informed them what
rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for

that their behaviour. I will set down presently
the epistles themselves which he wrote to the

generals concerning them, but will first produce
the testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis ; for

thus does he speak in the sixteenth book of his

history :
" Now Scopas, the general of Ptolemy's

army, went in haste to the superior parts of the

country, and in the winter time overthrew the

nation of the Jews." He also saith, in the same

book, that
" when Scopas was

Testimony of conquered by Antiochus, Antio-

Polybiug. chus received Batanea and Sama-

ria, and Abila and Gadara; and

that, a while afterward, there came in to him those

Jews that inhabited near that temple which was
called Jerusalem; concerning which, although I

have more to say, and particularly concerning
the presence of God about that temple, yet do I

put off that history till another opportunity."
This it is which Polybius relates; but we will

return to the series of the history, when we have

first produced the epistles of king Antiochus.

"
King Antiochus to Ptolemy, sendeth

greeting.

"Since the Jews, upon our first entrance on

their country, demonstrated their friendship

toward us; and when we came to their city

[Jerusalem], received us in a splendid manner,

and came to meet us with their senate, and gave
abundance of provisions to our soldiers, and to

the elephants, and joined with us In ejecting the

garrison of the Egyptians that were in the

citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, and

to retrieve the condition of their city, which

hath been greatly depopulated by such accidents

as have befallen its inhabitants, and to bring

those that have been scattered abroad back to the

city ; and, in the first place, we have determined,
on account of their piety towards

God, to bestow on them, as a Antiochua

pension, for their sacrifices of ani- rewards the

mals that are fit for sacrifice, for Jews.

wine and oil, and frankincense,

the value of twenty thousand pieces of silver,

and [six] sacred artabse of fine flour, with one

thousand four hundred and sixty inedimni of

wheat, and three hundred and seventy-five
medimni of salt

;
and these payments I would

have fully paid them, as I have sent orders to

you. I would also have the work about the

temple finished, and the cloisters, and if there

be anything else that ought to be rebuilt
; and

for the materials of wood, let it be brought them
out of Judea itself, and out of the other coun-

tries, and out of Libanus, tax-free
; and the

same I would have observed as to those other

materials which will be necessary, in order to

render the temple more glorious ; and let all of

that nation live according to the laws of their

own country ; and let the senate and the priests,

and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred

singers, be discharged from poll-money and the

crown-tax, and other taxes also
;
and that the

city may the sooner recover its inhabitants, I

grant a discharge from taxes for three years to

its present inhabitants ; and to such as shall come
to it, until the month Hyperbereteus. We also

discharge them for the future from a third part

of their taxes, that the losses they have sustained

may be repaired ;
and all those citizens that have

been carried away, and are become slaves, we

grant them and their children their freedom ;
and

give order that their substance be restored

to them."

4. AND THESE were the contents of this

epistle. He also published a decree, through all

his kingdom, in honour of the

t emple, which contained what Decree of

follows :

"
It shall be lawful for Antiochus.

no foreigner to come within the

limits of the temple round about ;
which thing is

forbidden also to the Jews, unless to those who,

according to their own custom, have purified

themselves. Nor let any flesh of horses, or of

mules, or of asses, be brought into the city,

whether they be wild or tame ; nor that of leo-

pards, or foxes, or hares ; and, in general, that

of any animal which is forbidden for the Jews to

eat. Nor let their skins be brought into it
;
nor

let any such animal be bred up in the city. Let

them only be permitted to use the sacrifices

derived from their forefathers, with which they

have been obliged to make acceptable atone-

ments to God ; and he that transgresseth any of

these orders, let him pay to the priests three

thousand drachmae of silver." Moreover, this

Antiochus bare testimony to our piety and

fidelity in an epistle of his, written when he was

informed of a sedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at

which time he was in the superior provinces,

wherein he commanded Zeuxis, the general of

his forces, and his most intimate friend, to send

some of our nation out of Babylon into Phrygia.

The epistle was this :
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''King Antiochus to Zeuxis hisfather, sendeth

greeting.

"
If you are in health, it is well. I also am in

health. Having been informed that a sedition is

arisen in Lydia and Phrygia, I thought that

matter required great care ; and upon advising

with my friends what was fit to be done, it hath

been thought proper to remove two thousand

families of Jews, with their effects, out of Meso-

potamia and Babylon, unto the castles and

places that lie most convenient; for I am per-

suaded that they will be well-disposed guardians

of our possessions, because of their piety towards

God, and because I know that my predecessors

have borne witness to them that they are faithful,

and with alacrity do what they are desired to do.

I will, therefore, though it be a laborious work,

that thou remove these Jews, under a promise
that they shall be permitted to use their own

laws ; and when thou shall have brought them

to the places fore-mentioned, thou

A Jewish shall give every one of their fami-

colony. lies a place for building their

houses, and a portion of land for

their husbandry, and for the plantalion of iheir

vines
; and ihou shall discharge ihem from pay-

ing laxes of ihe fruils of ihe earlh for ten years ;

and lei ihem have a proper quantity of wheat for

the mainlenance of iheir servanls, unlil they
receive bread-corn out of the earth

;
also let a

sufficienl share be given lo such as minister to

them in the necessaries of life, thai by enjoying
the effecls of our humanity they may show
themselves the more willing and ready about

our affairs. Take care likewise of that nation,

as far as thou arl able, that they may nol have

any dislurbance given them by any one." Now
these testimonials which I have produced are

sufficient lo declare ihe friendship lhal Anliochus

'he Great bare to the Jews.

CHAPTER IV.

How Antiochus made a League with Ptolemy ;

and how Onias provoked Ptolemy Euer-

getes to Anger; and how Joseph brought
all things right again, and entered into

Friendship with him; and what other

things were done by Joseph, and his Son

Hyrcanus.

1. AFTER THIS Antiochus made a friend-

ship and a league with Ptolemy ;
and gave him

his daughter Cleopatra to wife, and yielded up
to him Celesyria, and Samaria, and Judea, and

Phosnicia, by way of dowry ; and upon the

division of the taxes between ihe Iwo kings, all

the principal men framed ihe laxes of iheir

several countries, and collecting the sum that

was setlled for them, paid the same to the [Iwo]

kings. Now al this time ihe Samarilans were

in a flourishing condilion, and much distressed

Ihe Jews, cutting off parts of their land, and

carrying off slaves. This happened when Onias
'was high priest ; for after Eleazar's death, his

uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and after

he had ended his life, Onias received that dig-

nity. He was the son of Simon, who was called

The Just; which Simon was the brother of

Eleazar, as I said before. This Onias was one

of a lillle soul, and a greal lover of money ; and

for that reason, because he did not pay lhal la*

of twenty talents of silver, which

his forefathers paid to these kings, Onias does not

out of their own eslales, he pro- Pay the ***

voked king Plolemy Euergeles to

anger, who was the father of Philopater. Euer-

getes sent an ambassador to Jerusalem, and

complained that Onias did not pay his taxes,

and threatened, that if he did nol receive them,

he would seize upon their land, and send soldiers

to live upon it. When the Jews heard this mes-

sage of ihe king ihey were confounded ;
bul so

sordidly covelous was Onias, lhal nothing of

ihis nature made him ashamed.

2. THERE WAS now one Joseph, young in

age, bul of great reputation among the people of

Jerusalem, for gravity, prudence, and justice.

His father's name was Tobias ; and his mother

was the sister of Onias the high priest, who in-

formed him of the coming of the ambassador
;

for he was ihen sojourning al a village named

Phicol,! where he was born. Hereupon he

came lo the city [Jerusalem], and reproved Onias

for not laking care of the preservation of his

countrymen, but bringing the nation into dangers,

by not paying this money. For which preserva-

tion of them, he told him he had received

the authority over them, and had been madt

high priest : but that, in case he was so great a

lover of money, as to endure to see his country
in danger on thai account, and his countrymen
suffer the greatest damages, he advised him to

go to the king, and petition him lo remil either

the whole, or a part of the sum demanded.

Onias's answer was this : That he did not care

for his authority, and that he was ready, if the

thing were practicable, to lay down his high

priesthood : and that he would not go to the

king, because he troubled not himself at all

about such matters. Joseph then

asked him if he would not give Joseph enter

him leave to go ambassador on be- tains Ptolemy' >

half of the nation : he replied ambassador,

that he would give him leave.

Upon which Joseph went up into ihe lemple,
and called ihe multitude together, to a congre-

gation, and exhorted them not to be disturbed

nor affrighted, because of his uncle Onias's care-

lessness, but desired them to be at rest, and
not terrify themselves with fear about it : for

he promised them that he would be their ambas-
sador to the king, and persuade him that they
had done no wrong ; and when the multitude

heard this, they relurned thanks lo Joseph. So
he wenl down from the temple, and treated

Ptolemy's ambassador in an hospitable manner
He also presented him with rich gifts ; and
feasled him magnificently for many days, and

1 The name of this place, Phicol, is the very
same with that of the chiefcaptain ofAbime-
lech's host, in the days ofAbraham (Gen. xxi.

22), and might possibly be the place of that
Phicol's nativity or aboiie ; j'or it seems to have
been in the south part rj Palestine, as that wa*.
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then sent him to the king before him, and told

him that he would soon follow him
; for he was

now more willing to go to the king, by the en-

couragement of the ambassador, who earnestly

persuaded him to come into Egypt ;
and pro-

mised him that he would take care that he should

obtain everything that he desired of Ptolemy,
for he was highly pleased with his frank and

liberal temper, and with the gravity ofhis deport-

ment.

3. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come

into Egypt, he told the king of the thoughtless

temper of Onias ; and informed him of the good-

ness of the disposition of Joseph : and that he

was coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as

not having done him any harm, for that he was
their patron. In short, he was so very large in

his encomiums upon the young man, that he dis-

posed both the king and his wife Cleopatra to

have a kindness for him before he came. So

Joseph sent to his friends at Samaria, and bor-

rowed money of them : and got ready what was

necessary for his journey, garments and cups,

and beasts for burden, which amounted to about

twenty thousand drachmae, and went to Alexan-

dria. Now it happened that at this time all the

principal men and rulers went up to the cities of

Syria and Phoenicia, to bid for their taxes ;
for

every year the king sold them to the men of the

greatest power in every city. So these men saw

Joseph journeying on the way, and laughed at

him for his poverty and meanness ; but when he

came to Alexandria, and heard that king Ptolemy
was at Memphis, he went up

Joseph under- thither to meet with him ; which

takes a mission happened as the king was sitting in

to Ptolemy. jjjs chariot, with his wife, and with

his friend Athenion, who was the

fery person who had been ambassador at Jeru-

salem, and been entertained by Joseph. As

soon therefore as Athenion saw him, he pre-

sently made him known to the king, how good
and generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy
saluted him first, and desired him to come up
into his chariot ;

and as Joseph sat there, he be-

gan to complain of the management of Onias ;

to which he answered,
"
Forgive him, on ac-

count of his age : for thou canst not certainly be

unacquainted with this, That old men and in-

fants have their minds exactly alike ; but thou

shall have from us, who are young men, every

thing thou desirest, and shall have no cause to com-

plain." With this good humour and pleasantry

of ihe young man, ihe king was so delighted, that

he began already, as though he had had long ex-

perience of him, to have a still greater affection

for him, insomuch that he bade him take his

diet in the king's palace, and be a guest al his

own lable every day ;
bul when the king was

come lo Alexandria, ihe principal men of Syria

saw him silting with the king, and were much
offended at it.

4. AND WHEN the day came on which ihe

king was lo let ihe taxes of ihe cilies to farm,

and those that were the principal men of dignily

in their several counlries were to bid for ihem,
the sum of ihe taxes togelher, of Celesyria and

Phenicia, and Judea, with Samaria [as they

were bidden for], came to eight thousand talents.

Hereupon Joseph accused the

bidders, as having agreed togelher Joseph farms
to eslimate ihe value of ihe laxes the king's

at loo low a rale
; and he promised taxet.

lhal he would himself give twice

as much for ihem ; but for those who did not

pay, he would send the king their whole sub-

stance ; for this privilege was sold together with

the taxes ihemselves. The king was pleased to

hear that offer; and, because it augmented his

revenues, he said he would confirm the sale of

the laxes lo him ; bul when he asked him ihis

queslion, whelher he had any surelies thai

would be bound for the payment of the money,
he answered very pleasantly,

"
I will give such

security, and those of persons good and re-

sponsible, and which you shall have no reason to

distrusl ;

"
and when he bade him name them,

who they were, he replied,
"

I give thee no olher

persons, O king, for my sureties, lhan ihyself,
and this thy wife ; and you shall be security for

both parties." So Ptolemy laughed at the pro-

posal, and granted him the farming of the taxes

without any sureties. This procedure was a sore

grief to those that came from the cities into Egypt,
who were ullerly disappoinled : and they relurn-

ei every one to iheir own counlry wilh shame.
5. BUT JOSEPH look wilh him two thou-

sand foot soldiers from the king, for he desired

he might have some assistance, in order to force

such as were refractory in the cities to pay : and

borrowing of ihe king's friends al Alexandria

five hundred talents, he made haste back into

Syria. And when he was at Askelon, and

demanded the taxes of the people of Askelon,

they refused to pay any thing, and affronted

him also ; upon which he seized upon about

twenty of the principal men, and slew them,
and gathered what they had together, and sent

il all to ihe king ; and informed him what h

had done. Ptolemy admired ihe prudenl conduct

of ihe man, and commended him for what he

had done ;
and gave him leave to do as he

pleased. When the Syrians heard of this, they

were astonished
;
and having before ihem a sad

example in the men of Askelon lhat were slain,

ihey opened iheir gates, and willingly admitted

Joseph, and paid their taxes. And when the

inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted to affront

him, and would not pay those taxes which they

formerly used to pay, without disputing about

them, he slew also the principal men of lhat

city, and sent their effecls to ihe king. By
ihis means he galhered great

weallh logelher, and made vast Joseph collects

gains by this farming of ihe the taxes,

laxes ; and he made use of what

eslate he had ihus golten, in order to support

his authority, as thinking it a piece of prudence

to keep what had been the occasion and found-

ation of his present good fortune ; and this he did

by the assislance ofwhal he was already possessed

of, for he privalely senl many presents to the king,

and to Cleopatra, and to their friends, and to all

that were powerful about the court, and thereby

purchased their goodwill to himself.

6. THIS GOOD fortune he enjoyed foi
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twenty-two years ;
and was become the father of

seven sons, by one wife ; he had also another

son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his brother

Solymius's daughter, whom he married on the

following occasion. He once came to Alexandria

with his brother, who had along with him a

daughter already marriageable, in order to give
her in wedlock to some of the Jews ofchiefdignity
there. He then supped with the king, and

falling in love with an actress that was of great

beauty, and came into the room where they

feasted, he told his brother of it, and entreated

him because a Jew is forbidden by their law to

come near to a foreigner, to conceal his offence,

and to be kind and subservient to him, and to

give him an opportunity of fulfilling his desires.

Upon which his brother willingly entertained the

proposal of serting him, and adorned his own

daughter, and brought her to him by night, and

put her into his bed. And Joseph

Joseph being disordered with drink, knew
marries his not who she was, and so lay with
brother's his brother's daughter : and this

daughter. did he many times> and loved her

exceedingly ; and said to his

brother, that he loved this actress so well, that

he should run the hazard of his life [if he must

part with her], and yet probably the king would

not give him leave [to take her with him]. But
his brother bade him be in no concern about that

matter, and told him he might enjoy her whom
he loved without any danger, and might have
her for his wife ; and opened the truth of the

matter to him, and assured him that he chose

rather to have his own daughter abused, than to

overlook him, and see him come to [public]

disgrace. So Joseph commended him for this his

brotherly love, and married his daughter ; and by
her begat a son whose name was Hyrcanus, as

we said before. And when this his youngest son

showed, at thirteen years old, a mind that was
both courageous and wise, and was greatly
envied by his brethren, as being of a genius
much above them, and such a one as they might
well envy, Joseph had once a mind to know
which of his sons had the best disposition to

virtue ; and when he sent them severally, to

those that had then the best reputation for

instructing youth, the rest of his children, by
reason of their sloth, and unwillingness to take

pains, returned to him foolish and unlearned.

After them he sent out the youngest, Hyrcanus,
and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen, and
bid him go two days' journey into the wilderness,

and sow the land there, and yet kept back

privately the yokes of the oxen that couplod
them together. When Hyrcanus came to the

place, and found he had no yokes with him, he
contemned the drivers of the oxen,

Sagacity of who advised him to send some to

Hyrcanua. n;s father , to bring them some

yokes ; but he thinking that he

ought not to lose his time while they should be
sent to bring him the yokes, he invented a kind
of a stratagem, and what suited an age elder than

his own ; for he slew ten yoke of the oxen, and
distributed their flesh among the labourers, and
cut their hides into several pieces, and made him

yokes, and yoked the oxen together with them ;

by which means he sowed as much land as his

father had appointed him to sow, and retunied

to him. And when he was come back, his father

was mightily pleased with his sagacity, and com-
mended the sharpness of his understanding, ana
his boldness in what he did. And he still loved

him the more, as if he were his only genuine son,

while his brethren were much troubled at it.

7. BUT WHEN one told him that Ptolemy
had a son just born, and that all the principal

men of Syria, and the other countries subject to

him, were to keep a festival on account of the

child's birth-day, and went away in haste with

great retinues to Alexandria, he was himself

indeed hindered from going by old age : but he

made trial of his sons, whether any of them

would be willing to go to the king. And when
the elder sons excused themselves from going,

and said they were not courtiers good enough
for such conversation, and advised him to send

their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to

that advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him,
whether he would go to the king ; and whethei

it was agreeable to him to go or

not. And upon his promise that Hyrcanus
he would go, and his saying that goes to

he should not want much money Alexandria,

for his journey, because he would

live moderately, and that ten thousand drachma

would be sufficient, he was pleased with his son's

prudence. After a little while, the son advised

the father not to send his presents to the king
from thence, but to give him a letter to his

steward at Alexandria, that he might furnish

him with money, for purchasing what should be

most excellent and most precious. So he think-

ing that the expense of ten talents would bt

enough for presents to be made the king, and

commending his son, as giving him good advice,

wrote to Arion his steward, that managed all his

money matters at Alexandria ; which money was

not less than three thousand talents on his

account, for Joseph sent the money he received

in Syria to Alexandria. And when the day

appointed for the payment of the taxes to the

king came, he wrote to Arion to pay them. So

when the son had asked his father for a letter to

this steward, and had received it, he made haste

to Alexandria. And when he was gone, his

brethren wrote to all the king's friends that

they should destroy him.

8. BUT WHEN he was come to Alexandria,
he delivered his letter to Arion, who asked him

how many talents he would have (hoping he

would ask for no more than ten, or a little

more) ;
he said he wanted a thousand talents

At which the steward was angry, and rebuked

him, as one that intended to live extravagantly ;

and he let him know how his father had ga-

thered together his estate by pains-taking and

resisting his inclinations; and wished him to imi-

tate the example of his father : he assured him

withal, that he would give him but ten talents,

and that for a present to the king also. The
son was irritated at this, and threw Arion into

prison. But when Arion's wife had informed

Cleopatra of this, with her entreaty, that she would
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rebuke the child for what he nad done (for Arion
was in great esteem with her), Cleopatra in-

formed the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for

Hyrcanus, and told him that he wondered when
he was sent to him by his father that he had not

yet come into his presence, but had laid the

steward in prison. And he gave order, there-

fore, that he should come to him, and give an

account of the reason of what

Hyrcanus 1m- he had done. And they report,

prisons the that the answer he made to the

steward. king's messenger was this : That
"
there was a law of his that for-

bade a child that was born to taste of the sacrifice,

before he had been at the temple and sacrificed

to God. According to which way of reasoning,
he did not himself come to him in expectation of

the present he was to make to him, as to one

who had been his father's benefactor ; and that

he had punished the slave for disobeying his com-

mands, for it mattered not whether a master was
little or great : so that unless we punish such as

these, thou thyself mayest also expect to be de-

spised by thy subjects." Upon hearing this his

answer, he fell a laughing, and wondered at the

great soul of the child.

9. WHEN ARION was apprized that this

was the king's disposition, and that he had no

way to help himself, he gave the child a thou-

sand talents, and was let out of prison. So after

three days were over, Hyrcanus came and
saluted the king and queen. They saw him with

pleasure, and feasted him in an obliging manner,
out of the respect they bare to his father. So he

came to the merchants privately, and bought a

hundred boys, that had learning, and were in

the flower of their ages, each at a talent a piece ;

as also he bought a hundred maidens, each at

the same price as the other. And when he was
invited to feast with the king among the prin-

cipal men of the country, he sat down the lowest

of them all, because he was little regarded, as a

child in age still ; and this by those who placed

every one according to their dignity. Now
when all those that sat with him had laid the

bones of the several parts on a heap before Hyr-
canus (for they had themselves taken away the

flesh belonging to them), till the table where he

sat was filled full with them, Trypho, who was
the king's jester, and was appointed for jokes
and laughter at festivals, was now asked by the

guests that sat at the table [to expose him to

laughter]. So he stood by the king, and said,
" Dost thou not see, my lord, the bones that lie

by Hyrcanus? by this similitude thou mayest

conjecture that his father made all Syria as bare

as be hath made these bones." And the king

laughing at what Trypho said,

Hyrcanus at and asking of Hyrcanus, How he

the king's came to have so many bones be-

toble- fore him? he replied, "Very
rightfully, my lord; for they are

dogs that eat the flesh and the bones together,

as these thy guests have done (looking in the

meantime at those guests), for there is nothing

before them ;
but they are men that eat the

flesh, and cast away the bones, as I, who am
also a man, havenow done. Upon which the king

admired at his answer, which was so wiselymade ;

and bade them all make an acclamation, as a mark
of their approbation of his jest, which was a

truly facetious one. On the next day, Hyrcanus
went to every one of the king's friends, and of

the men powerful at court, and saluted them ;

but still inquired of the servants what present

they would make the king on his son's birth-

day ; and when some said that they would give
twelve talents, and that others of greater dignity
would every one give according to the quantity
of their riches, he pretended to every one to be

grieved that he was not able to bring so large a

present, for that he had no more than five talents.

And when the servants hea rd what he said, they
told their masters ; and they rejoiced in the

prospect that Joseph would be disapproved, and
would make the king angry, by the smallness of

his present. When the day came, the others,
even those that brought the most, offered the

king not above twenty talents ; but Hyrcanus
gave to every one of the hundred boys and hun-

dred maidens that he had bought, a talent apiece,

for them to carry, and introduced

them, the boys to the king, and The presents

the maidens to Cleopatra; every of Hyrcanus.

body wondering at the unexpected
richness of the presents, even the king and

queen themselves. He also presented those that

attended about the king with gifts to the value

of a great number of talents, that he might

escape the danger he was in from them ; for to

these it was that Hyrcanus's brethren had

written to destroy him. Now Ptolemy admired

at the young man's magnanimity, and com-

manded him to ask what gift he pleased. But

he desired nothing else to be done for him by the

king than to write to his father and brethren

about him. So when the king had paid him

very great respects, and had given him very

large gifts, and had written to his father and his

brethren, and all his commandersand officers about

him, he sent him away. But when his brethren

heard that Hyrcanus had received such favours

from the king, and was returning home with great

honour, they went out to meet

him, and to destroy him, and that Hyrcanus in

with the privity of their father : for danger,

he was angry at him for the

[large] sum of money that he bestowed for pre-

sents, and so had no concern for his preserva-

tion. However, Joseph concealed the anger he

had at his son, out of fear of the king. And
when Hyrcanus's brethren came to fight him, he

slew many others of those that were with them,
as also two of his brethren themselves ; but the

rest of them escaped to Jerusalem to their father.

But when Hyrcanus came to the city, where

nobody would receive him, he was afraid for

himself, and retired beyond the river Jordan,

and there abode ; but obliging the barbarians to

pay their taxes.

1O. AT THIS time Seleucus, who was called

Soter, reigned over Asia, being
the son of Antiochus the Great. Joseph dies.

And [now] Hyrcanus's father Jo-

seph died. He was a good man, and of great

magnanimity; and brought the Jews out of a



state ofpovertyand meanness to one that was more

splendid. He retained the farm of the taxes of

Syria, and Phenicia, and Samaria, twenty-two

years. His uncle also, Onias, died [about this

time,], and left the high priesthood to his son

Simon. And when he was dead, Onias his son

succeeded him in that dignity. To him it was
that Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, sent an

embassage, with an epistle ;
the copy whereof

here follows:

"Areus, king of the Lacedomonians, to Onias,
sendeth greeting.

" We have met with a certain writing, whereby
we have discovered that both the Jews and the

Lacedemonians are of one stock, and are derived

from the kindred of Abraham.l It is but just,

therefore, that you, who are our brethren, should

send to us about any of your concerns as you
please. We will also do the same thing, and
esteem your concerns as our own ; and will look

upon our concerns as in common with yours.

Demoteles, who brings you this letter, will bring

your answer back to us. This letter is four-

square ; and the seal is an eagle, with a dragon
in his claws."

11. AND THESE were the contents of the

epistle which was sent from the king of the

Lacedemonians. But upon the death of Joseph,
the people grew seditious on account of his sons;

for whereas the elders made war against Hyr-
canus, who was the youngest of Joseph's sons,

the multitude was divided, but the greater part

joined with the elders in this war
; as did Simon,

the high priest, by reason he was of kin to them.

However, Hyrcanus determined not to return

to Jerusalem any more, but seated himself

beyond Jordan, and was at perpetual war with

1 Whence it comes that these Lacedemonians
declare themselves here to be ofkin to the Jews,
as derivedfrom the same ancestor A braham, I
cannot tell; unless, as Grotius supposes, thev

were derivedfrom the Dares, that came of the

Pelasgi. These are, by Herodotus, called Bar-
barians ; and perhaps -were derived from the

Syrians andA rabians, theposterity ofAbraham
by Keturah. See Antiq. b. xiv. ch. x. sect, a,
and Of the War, b. i. ch. xxvi. sect. I, and
Grot, on I Mac. xii. 7. We mayfarther observe
from the Recognitions of Clement, that Eliezer

of Damascus, the servant ofAbraham, Gen. xv.

i and xxiv., was of old by some taken for his

son. So that if the Lacedemonians ivere sprung
from him, they might think themselves to be of
the posterity ofAbraham, as well as the Jews,
who were sprungfrom Isaac. Andperhaps this

Eliezer of Damascus is that very Damascus
wJiom Trogus Pompeius, as abridgedby Justin,
makes thefounder of the Jewish nation itself,

though he afterward blunders, and makes Aze-

lus, Adores, Abraham, and Israel, kings of
Judea, and successors to this Damascus. It

may not be improper to observe farther, that

Moses Chorenensis, in his history of the A rme-

nians, informs us, that the nation of the Par-
thians was also derived from Abraham, by
Ketura*., and her children.

the Arabians, and slew many of them, and
took many of them captives. He also erected a

strong castle, and built it entirely

of white stone to the very roof; Hyrcanus
and had animals of a prodigious makes war.

magnitude engraven upon it. He
also drew round it a great and deep canal of water.

He also made caves of many furlongs in length,

by hollowing a rock that was over against him
;

and then he made large rooms in it, some for

feasting, and some for sleeping and living in.

He introduced also a vast quantity of waters

which ran along it, and which were very delight-

ful and ornamental in the court. But still he

made the entrances at the mouth of the caves so

narrow, that no more than one person could

enter by them at once. And the reason why he

built them after that manner was a good one :

it was for his own preservation,

lest he should be besieged by his Hyrcanua

brethren, and run the hazard of builds placet

being caught by them. More- of defence,

over, he built courts of greater

magnitude than ordinary, which he adorned with

vastly large gardens. And when he had brought
the place to this state, he named it Tyre. This

place is between Arabia and Judea, beyond

Jordan, not far from the country of Heshbon.
And he ruled over those parts for seven years,

even all that time that Seleucus was king of

Syria. But when he wa^ dead, his brother

Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, took the

kingdom. Ptolemy also, the king of Egypt,

died, who was besides called Epiphanes. He
left two sons, and both young in age ;

the elder

of whom was called Philometer, and the youngei

Physcon. As for Hyrcanus, when he saw that

Antiochus had a great army, and feared lest he

should be caught by him, and brought to punish-
ment for what he had done to the Arabians, he

ended his life, and slew himself with his own

hand, while Antiochus seized upon all his

substance.

CHAPTER V.

How, upon the Quarrels of the Jews one against
anotlier aboid the High Priesthood, Anti-

ochus made an Expedition against Jerusa-

lem, took the City, andpillaged the Temple,
and distressed the Jews; as also, how many
of the Jews forsook the Laws of their

Country ; andhow the Samaritansfollowed
the Customs of the Greeks, and named their

Temple at Mount Gerizzim, the Temple oj

Jupiter Hellenius.

1. ABOUT THIS time, upon the death of

Onias the high priest, they gave the high

priesthood to Jesus his brother; for that son

which Onias left [or Onias IV.] was yet but an

infant
; and, in its proper place, we will inform

the reader of all the circumstances that befel

this child. But this Jesus, who was the brothei

of Onias, was deprived of the high priesthood

by the king, who was angry with him, and gave
it to his younger brother, whose name also wai

Onias ; for Simon had these three sons, to each

of whom the priesthood came, as we have alreadv



BOOK XII. CHAP. V.

informed the reader.l This Jesus changed his

name to Jason ; but Onias was called Menelaus.

Now as the former high priest,

Sedition of Jesus, raised a sedition against
Jesus against Menelaus, who was ordained after

Menelau*. him, the multitude were divided

between them both. And the sons

of Tobias took the part of Menelaus, but the

greater part of the people assisted Jason ; and
by that means Menelaus and the sons of Tobias
were distressed, and retired to Antiochus, and
informed him that they were desirous to leave

the laws of their country, and the Jewish way of

living according to them, and to follow the

king's laws, and the Grecian way of living ;

wherefore they desired his permission to build

them a Gymnasium at Jerusalem.2 And when
he had given them leave, they also hid the cir-

cumcision of their genitals, that even when they
were naked they might appear to be Greeks.

Accordingly, they left off all the customs that

belonged to their own country, and imitated
the practices of the other nations.

2. NOW ANTIOCHUS, upon the agreeable
situation of the affairs of his kingdom, resolved

to make an expedition against Egypt, both be-

cause he had a desire to gain it, and because he

contemned the son of Ptolemy, as now weak,
and not yet of abilities to manage affairs of such

consequence; so he came with great forces to

Pelusium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philometor

by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. He then
came to the places about Memphis ; and when he
had taken them, he made haste to Alexandria,

I We have hitherto had but a few of those

many citations where Josephus says that he had
elsewhere formerly treated of many things of
which yet his present books have not a syllable.

Our commentators have hitherto been able to

give no tolerable account of these citations,
which are far too numerous, and that usually
in all his copies, both Greek and Latin, to be

supposed later interpolations ; which is almost
all that has been hitherto said upon this occa-

sion. What I have to sayfarther is this, that

we have but vetyfew of those references before,
and very many in and after the history of An-
tiochus Epiphanes ; and that Josephus's first

book, the Hebrew or Chaldee, as well as the

Greek history of the Jewish War, long since

lost, began with that very history, so that the

references are most probably made to that edi-

i ion of the seven booksOf the War. See several

other examples, besides those, in the two sections

before us, in Antiq. 6. xiii. ch. it. sect, i, 4, and
cA. iv. sect. 6, 8; ch. v. sect. 6, n ; ch. viii. sect.

4- and ch. xiii. sect. 4,3; andAntiq. b. xviii.

ch if. sect. J.

II This word "
Gymnasium," properly de-

noi'es a place where the exercises wereperformed
naked; which, because it would naturally dis-

tinfuish circumcised Jewsfrom uncircumcised

Gentiles, these yewish apostates endeavoured
to appear uncircumcised, by means ofa chirur-

gical operation, hinted at by St. Paul, I Cor.

vii. .'8, and described by Celsus, b. vii. ch. xxv.,
ax Dr. Hudson here informs us.

in hopes of taking it by siege, and of subduing
Ptolemy, who reigned there. But
he was driven not only from Antiocbus

Alexandria, but out of all Egypt, defeated by

by the declaration of the Romans, *&" Rom*n*

who charged him to let that coun-

try alone. Accordingly, as I have elsewhere

formerly declared, I will now give a particular
account of what concerns this king : how he sub-

dued Judea and the temple; for in my former

work I mentioned those things very briefly, and
have therefore now thought it necessary to go
over that history again, and that with great

accuracy.
3. KING ANTIOCHUS returning out of

Egypt, 1 for fear of the Romans, made an expedi-
tion against the city Jerusalem; and when he
was there, in the hundred forty and third year of

the kingdom of the Seleucidae, he took the city
without fighting, those of his own

party opening the gates to him. Antiochus

And when he had gotten posses- takes

sion of Jerusalem, he slew many Jenualem.

of the opposite party ; and when
he had plundered it of a great deal of money, he

returned to Antioch.

4. NOW IT came to pass after two years, in

the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-

fifth day of that month which is by us called

Caslru. and by the Macedonians Apelleus, in

the hundred and fifty-third olympiad, that the

king came up to Jerusalem, and, pretending

peace, he got possession of the city by treachery ;

at which time he spared not so much as those

that admitted him into it, on account of the

riches that lay in the temple ; but, led by his

covetous inclination (for he saw there was in it a

great deal of gold, and many ornaments that had

been dedicated to it of very great value), and in

order to plunder its wealth, he

ventured to break the league he Antiochus

had made. So he left the temple pillages

bare, and took away the golden the temple,

candlesticks, and the golden altar

[of incense], and table [of show-bread], and the

altar [of burnt-offering]; and did not abstain

from even the veils, which were made of fine

linen and scarlet. He also emptied it of its

secret treasures, and left nothing at all remain-

ing ; and by this means cast the Jews into great

lamentation, for he forbade them to offer those

daily sacrifices which they used to offer to God,

according to the law. And when he had pil-

laged the whole city, some of the inhabitants he

slew, and some he carried captive, together with

their wives and children, so that the multitude

1 Hereabout Josephus begins to follow the

first book of the Maccabees : a most excellent

and most authentic history ; and accordingly it

is here, with great fidelity and exactness,

abridged by him ; between whose present copies

there seem to be fewer variations than in any
other sacred Hebrew book of the Old Testament

whatever (for this book also was originally

written in Hebrew), which is very natural, bf-

cause it was written so much nearer to the time

of Josephus than the rest were.
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of those captives that were taken alive amounted
to about ten thousand. He also burnt down the

finest buildings; and when he had overthrown
the city walls, he built a citadel in

Antiochus the lower part of the city.l for the

garrisons place was high, and overlooked
the city. the temple ; on which account he

fortified it with high walls and

towers, and put into it a garrison of Mace-
donians. However, in that citadel dwelt the

impious and wicked part of the [Jewish] multi-

tude, from whom it proved that the citizens

suffered many and sore calamities. And when
the king had built an idol altar upon God's altar,

he slew swine upon it, and so offered a sacrifice

neither according to the law, nor the Jewish
religious worship in that country. He also com-

pelled them to forsake the worship which they
paid their own God, and to adore those whom he

took to be gods ; and made them build temples,
and raise idol altars, in every city and village,
and offer swine upon tha-m every day. He also

commanded them not to circumcise their sons,
and threatened to punish any that should be

found to have transgressed his

Wicked injunction. He also appointed

practices of overseers, who should compel them
Antiochus to do what he commanded. And

indeed many Jews there were who
complied with the king's commands, either

voluntarily, or out of fear of the penalty that

was denounced. But the best men, and those of

the noblest souls, did not regard him, but did

pay a greater respect to the customs of their

country than concern as to the punishment which
he threatened to the disobedient ; on which
account they every day underwent great miseries

and bitter torments
;
for they were whipped with

rods, and their bodies were torn to pieces, and

were crucified while they were still alive and
breathed. They also strangled those women and
their sons whom they had circumcised, as the

king had appointed, hanging their sons about

their necks as they were upon the crosses. And
if there were any sacred book of the law found,
it was destroyed; and those with whom they
were found, miserably perished also.

5. WHEN THE Samaritans saw the Jews
under these sufferings, they no longer confessed

that they were of their kindred, nor that the

temple on Mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty
God. This was according to their nature, as we

1 This citadel, ofwhich we have suchfrequent
mention in the following history, both in the

Maccabees and Josephus, seems to have been a

Castle built on a hill, lower than mount Zion,

though upon its skirts, and higher than mount

Moriah, but between them both ; which hill the

enemies of the Jews now got possession of, and
built on it this citadel, and fortified it, till a

good while afterwards the yews regained it,

demolished it, and levelled the hill itselfwith

the common ground, that their enemies might
no more recover it, and might thence overlook

the temple itself, and do them sttch mischief as

they had long undergone from it. Antiq. b.

giii. fh. vi. sect. 6.

have already shown. And they now said that

they were a colony of Medes and Persians ; and,

indeed, they were a colony of theirs. So they
sent ambassadors to Antiochus,
and an epistle, whose contents are j^,
these :

" To King Antiochus the Samaritans

god, Epiphanes, a memorial from seek the

the Sidonians, who live at She- favour of

chem. Our forefathers, upon cer-
An"c1"'-

tain frequent plagues, and as fol-

lowing a certain ancient superstition, had a

custom of observing that day which by the Jews
is called the Sabbath. 1 And when they had
erected a temple at the mountain called Gerizzim,

though without a name, they offered upon it the

proper sacrifices. Now, upon the just treatment

of these wicked Jews, those that manage their

affairs, supposing that we were of kin to them,
and practised as they do, make us liable to the

same accusations, although we be originally

Sidonians, as is evident from the public records.

We therefore beseech thee, our benefactor and

saviour, to give order to Apollonius, the governor
of this part of the country, and to Nicanor, the

procurator of thy affairs, to give us no disturb-

ance, nor to lay to our charge what the Jews are

accused for, since we are aliens from their nation

and from their customs; but let our temple,
which at present hath no name at all, be named
The Temple of Jupiter Hellenius.

If this were once done, we should Temple of

be no longer disturbed, but should Jupiter
be more intent on our own occu- Hellenius.

pation with quietness, and so

bring in a greater revenue to thee." When the

Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king

sent them back the following answer in an

epistle: "King Antiochus to Nicanor. The

Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have sent me
the memorial enclosed. When, therefore, we
were advising with our friends about it, the

messengers sent by them represented to us that

they are no way concerned with accusations

which belong to the Jews, but choose to live

after the customs of the Greeks. Accordingly,
we declare them free from such accusations, and

order that, agreeably to their petition, their

temple be named The Temple of Jupiter Helle-

nius." He also sent the like epistle to Apollo-

nius, the governor of that part of the country, in

the forty-sixth year, and the eighteenth day of

the month Hecatombeon.

CHAPTER VI.

How, upon Antiochus's Prohibition to the yews
to make Use of the Laws of their Country,

Mattathias, the Son of Asamoneus, alone

despised the King, and overcame the Ge-

nerals of Antiochus's Army; as also con-

cerning the Death of Mattathias and the

Succession of Judas.

1. NOW AT this time there was one whose

1 This allegation of the Samaritans is re-

markable, that though they were not Jews, yet

did they, from ancient times, observe the Sab-

bath-day, and, as they elsewhere pretend, the

Sabbaticyear alto. Antiq. b. xi. ch. viii. sect. 6.
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name was Mattathias, who dwelt at Modin, the

son of John, the son of Simeon, the son of Asa-

moneus, a priest of the order of Joarib, and a

citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sons ; John,
who was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was
called Matthes, and Judas, who was called

Maccabeus,! and Eleazar, who was called Au-

ran, and Jonathan, who was called Apphus.
Now this Mattathias lamented to his children

the sad state of their affairs, and the ravage
made in the city, and the plundering of the

temple, and the calamities the multitude were

under ; and he told them that it was better for

them to die for the laws of their country, than to

live so ingloriously as they then did.

2. BUT WHEN those that were appointed

by the king were come to Modin, that they

might compel the Jews to do what they were

commanded, and to enjoin those that were there

to offer sacrifice, as the king had commanded,
they desired that Mattathias, a person of the

greatest character among them, both on other

accounts, and particularly on account of such a

numerous and so deserving a family of children,

would begin the sacrifice, because his fellow-

citizens would follow his example, and because

such a procedure would make him honoured by
the king. But Mattathias said that he would
not do it ; and that if all the other nations would

obey the commands of Antiochus,

Mattathlai re- either out of fear, or to please

fuses to sac- him, yet would not he nor his

rlflce. sons leave the religious worship
of their country ; but as soon as he

had ended his speech, there came one of the Jews
into the midst of them, and sacrificed as Antio-

chus had commanded. At which Mattathias

had great indignation, and ran upon him vio-

lently with his sons, who had swords with them,
and slew both the man himself that sacrificed,

and Apelles, the king's general, who compelled
them to sacrifice, with a few of his soldiers. He
also overthrew the idol altar, and ciied out,
"

If," said he,
"
any one be zealous for the laws

of his country, and for the worship of God, let

him follow me ;

"
and when he had said this, he

made haste into the desert with his sons, and
left all his substance in the vil-

Fllght of the lage. Many others did the same
Jew* aiso> amj fle(j w;tn ^j,. children

and wives into the desert and

dwelt in caves : but when the king's generals

heard this, they took all the forces they then

had in the citadel at Jerusalem, and pursued the

1 That this appellation of Maccabee was not

first of all given to Judas Maccabeus, nor was
derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew
words on his banner,

" Mi Katnoka Be Elim,

Jehovah ?" (" Who is like unto thee among the

Gods, O Jehovah ? ") Exod. xv. it, as the

modern Rabbins vainly pretend, see Authent.

Rec. part i, pp. 205, 206. Only we -may note,

by the way, that the original name of these

Maccabees, and their posterity, was Asamo-
tteans ; which was derived from Asamoneus,
the great-grandfather of Matiathias, as Jose-

thus here informs us.

Jews into the desert, and when they had over-

taken them, they in the first place endeavoured
to persuade them to repent, and to choose what
was most for their advantage, and not put them
to the necessity of using them according to the

law of war ; but when they would not comply
with their persuasions, but continued to be of a
different mind, they fought against them on the

Sabbath-day, and they burnt them as they were
in the caves, without resistance, and without so

much as stopping up the entrances of the caves.

And they avoided to defend themselves on that

day, because they were not willing to break in

upon the honour they owed the Sabbath, even
in such distresses ; for our law requires that we
rest upon that day. There were about a thou-

sand, with their wives and children, who were
smothered and died in these caves ; but many of

those that escaped joined them-

selves to Mattathias, and ap- Mattathias ap-

pointed him to be their ruler, who pointed mler.

taught them to fight even on the

Sabbath-day ; and told them, That unless they

would do so, they would become their own ene-

mies, by observing the law [so rigorously],

while their adversaries would still assault them
on this day, and they would not then defend

themselves ; and that nothing could then

hinder but they must all perish without fighting.

This speech persuaded them ; and this rule con-

tinues among us to this day, that if there be a

necessity, we may fight on Sabbath-days. So
Mattathias got a great army about him, and

overthrew their idol altars, and slew those that

broke the laws, even all that he could get under

his power ; for many of them were dispersed

among the nations round about them for fear of

him. He commanded that those boys who were

not yet circumcised should be circumcised now ;

and he drove those away that were appointed to

hinder such their circumcision.

3. BUT WHEN he had ruled one year, and

was fallen into a distemper, he called for his

sons, and set them round about him, and said,

"O my sons, I am going the way of all the

earth ;
and I recommend to you my resolution,

and beseech you not to be negligent in keeping

it, but to be mindful of the desires of him who

begat you, and brought you up, and to preserve

the customs ofyour country, and to recover your
ancient form of government, which is in danger
of being overturned, and not to be carried away
with those that, either by their own inclination,

or out of necessity, betray it, but to become

such sons as are worthy of me ; to be above all

force and necessity, and so to dis-

pose your souls, as to be ready, Maltathlas ez-

when it shall be necessary, to die for horts his son*

your laws ;
as sensible of this, by

to do ri8ht -

just reasoning, that if God see

that you are so disposed he will not overlook you.

but will have a great value for your virtue, and

will restore to you again what you have lost, and

will return to you that freedom in which you
shall live quietly, and enjoy your own customs.

Your bodies are mortal, and subject to fate ; but

they receive a sort of immortality, by the re-

membrance of what actions they have done ; and
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I would have you so in love with this immorta-

lity, that you may pursue after glory, and that,

when you have undergone the greatest difficul-

ties, you may not scruple, for such things, to

lose your lives. I exhort you especially to agree
with one another ; and in what excellency any
one of you exceeds another, to yield to him so

far, and by that means to reap the advantage of

every one's own virtues. Do you then esteem

Simon as your father, because he is a man of ex-

traordinary prudence, and be governed by him
in what counsels he gives you. Take Macca-
beus for the general of your army, because of

his courage and strength, for he will avenge your
nation, and will bring vengeance on your ene-

mies. Admit among you the righteous and re-

ligious, and augment their power.
4. WHEN MATTATHIAS had thus dis-

coursed to his sons, and had prayed to God to be

their assistant, and to recover to the people their

former constitution, he died a little afterward,

and was buried at Modin ; all the people making
great lamentation for him. Whereupon his son

Judas took upon him the ad-

Death of Mat- ministration of public affairs, in

tathias. the hundred and forty-sixth year ;

and thus, by the ready assistance

of his brethren, and of others, Judas cast their

enemies out of the country, and put those of

their own country to death who had transgressed
its laws, and purified the land of all the pollu-
tions that were in it.

CHAPTER VII.

How Judas overthrew the Forces ofApollonius
and Seron, and killed the Generals of their

Armies themselves ; andhow when, a little

while afterward, Lysias and Gorgias were

beaten, he went up to Jerusalem, andpuri-
fied the Temple.

1. WHEN APOLLONIUS, the general
of the Samaritan forces, heard this, he took his

army, and made haste to go against Judas, who
met him and joined battle with him, and beat

him, and slew many of his men, and among them

Apollonius himself, their general, whose sword,

being that which he happened to wear, he

seized upon, and kept for himself; but he

wounded more than he slew, and took a great

deal of prey from the enemy's camp, and went
his way ;

but when Seron, who was general of

the army of Celesyria, heard that many had joined
themselves to Judas, and that he had about him
an army sufficient for fighting and making war,
he determined to make an expedition against him,
as thinking it became him to endeavour to punish
those that transgressed the king's injunctions.

He then got together an army, as

Expedition large as he was able, and joined
of Seron to it the runagate and wicked
against Jews, and came against Judas.
u a.

jjg tjjen came as far ag Bet)loron>

a village of Judea, and there

pitched his camp ; upon which Judas met him,
and when he intended to give him battle, he saw
that his soldiers were backward to fight, because

'heir number was small, and because they

wanted food, for they were fasting, he encouraged

them, and said to them, that victory and conquest
of enemies is not derived from the multitude in

armies, but in the exercise of piety towards God ;

and that they had the plainest instances in theii

forefathers, who, by their righteousness, and exert-

ing themselves on behalf of their own laws, and

theirown children, had frequently conquered many
ten thousands for innocence is the strongest army.

By this speech he induced his men to contemn the

multitude ofthe enemy, and to fall

upon Seron ; and upon joining Defeat of the

battle with him, he beat the Syrian*.

Syrians ; and when their general

fell among the rest, they all ran away with speed,

as thinking that to be their best way ofescaping.
So he pursued them unto the plain, and slew

about eight hundred of the enemy ; but the rest

escaped to the region which lay near to the sea.

2. WHEN KING Antiochus heard of these

things he was very angry at what had happened ;

so he got together all his own army, with

many mercenaries, whom he had hired from the

islands, and took them with him, and prepared
to break into Judea about the beginning of the

spring: but when, upon his mustering hissoldiers,
he perceived that his treasures were deficient, and

there was a want ofmoney in them, for all the taxes

were not paid by reason of the seditions there

had been among the nations, he having been so

magnanimous and so liberal that what he had

was not sufficient for him, he there-

fore resolved first to go into Persia, Antlochtu

and collect the taxes of that coun- goes to Persia.

try. Hereupon he left one whose

name was Lysias, who was in great repute with

him, governor of the kingdom, as far as the bounds

of Egypt, and of the Lower Asia, and reaching

from the river Euphrates, and committed to him

a certain part of his forces, and of his elephants,

and charged him to bring up his son Antiochus

with all possible care, until he came back ; and

that he should conquer Judea, and take its

inhabitants for slaves, and utterly destroy Jeru-
salem and abolish the whole nation ; and when

king Antiochus had given these things in charge

to Lysias, he went into Persia; and in the

hundred and forty-seventh year, he passed over

Euphrates, and went to the superior provinces.

3. UPON THIS Lysias chose Ptolemy the

son of Dorymenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias,

very potent men among the king's friends, and

delivered to them forty thousand foot-soldiers

and seven thousand horsemen,

and sent them against Judea, Lysiaa sendj

who came as far as the city an army

Emmaus, and pitched their camp against Judea.

in the plain country. There came

also to them auxiliaries out of Syria, and the

country round about ; as also many of the

runagate Jews ; and besides these came some

merchants to buy those that should be carried

captives (having bonds with them to bind those

that should be made prisoners) with that silver

and gold which they were to pay for their

price ;
and when Judas saw their camp, and

how numerous their enemies were, he per-

suaded his own soldiers to be of good courage ;



BOOK XII. CHAP. VII. 3*1

and exhorted them to place their hopes of victory
in God, and to make supplication to him, accord-

Jig to the custom of their country, clothed in

sackcloth ; and to show what was their usual

habit of supplication in the greatest dangers, and

thereby to prevail with God to grant you the

victory over your enemies. So he set them in their

ancient order of battle used by their forefathers,

under their captains of thousands, and other

officers, and dismissed such as were newly married,

as well as those that had newly gained posses-

sions, that they might not fight in a cowardly

manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in order to

enjoy those blessings. When he had thus dis-

posed his soldiers, he encouraged them to fight

by the following speech, which he

Address of made to them :

" O my fellow-

Judas to his soldiers, no other time remains

army. more opportune than the present
for courage and contempt of

dangers ; for if you now fight manfully, you may
recover your liberty, which as it is a thing of

itself agreeable to all men, so it proves to be to

us much more desirable, by its affording us the

liberty of worshipping God. Since, therefore,

you are in such circumstances at present, you
must either recover that liberty, and so regain a

nappy and blessed way of living, which is that

according to our laws, and the customs

01 our country, or to submit to the most oppro-
brious sufferings ; nor will any seed of your
nation remain if you be beat in this battle.

Fight therefore manfully ; and suppose that you
must die, though you do not fight ; but believe

that, besides such glorious rewards as those of

the liberty of your country, of your laws, of your

religion, you shall then obtain everlasting glory.

Prepare yourselves, therefore, and put yourselves
into such an agreeable posture, that you may be

ready to fight with the enemy as soon as it is

day to-morrow morning.
4. AND THIS was the speech which Judas

made to encourage them. But when the enemy
sent Gorgias, with five thousand foot and one
thousand horse, that he might fall upon Judas
by night, and had for that purpose certain of the

runagate Jews as guides, the son of Mattathias

perceived it, and resolved to fall upon those ene-

mies that were in their camp, now their forces

were divided. When they had therefore supped
in good time, and left many fires in their camp,
he marched all night to those enemies that

were at Eminaus ; so that when Gorgias found

no enemy in their camp, but suspected that they
were retired and had hidden themselves among
the mountains, he resolved to go and seek them
wheresoever they were. But, about break of

day, Judas appeared to those enemies that were

at Emmaus, with only three thousand men, and
those ill armed, by reason of their poverty ; and
when he saw the enemy very well and skilfully

fortified in their camp, he encouraged the Jews,
and told them, That they ought to fight, though
it were with their naked bodies, for that God
had sometimes of old given such men strength

and that against such as were more in number,
and were armed also, out of regard to their great

courage. So he commanded the trumpeters to

sound for the battle : and by thus falling upon
the enemy when they did not

expect it, and thereby astonishing judas pats
and disturbing their minds, he slew the enemy to

many of those that resisted him, flight,

and went on pursuing the rest as

far as Gadara, and the plains of Idumea, and .

Ashdod, and Jamnia ; and of these there fell

about three thousand. Yet did Judas exhort

his soldiers not to be too desirous of the spoils,

for that still they must have a contest and
battle with Gorgias, and the forces that were

with him ; but that when they had once over-

come them, then they might securely plunder
the camp, because they were the only enemies

remaining, and they expected no others. And
just as he was speaking to his soldiers, Gorgias's
men looked down into that army which they left

in their camp, and saw that it was overthrown,
and the camp burnt ; for the smoke that arose

from it showed them, even when they were

a great way off, what had happened. When,
therefore, those that were with Gorgias under-

stood that things were in this posture, and per-

ceived that those that were with Judas were

ready to fight them, they also were affrighted,

and put to flight : but then Judas, as though he

had already beaten Gorgias's soldiers without

fighting, returned and seized on the spoils. He
took a great quantity of gold and silver, and

purple, and blue, and then returned home with

joy, and singing hymns to God for their good
success ; for this victory greatly contributed to

the recovery of their liberty.

5. HEREUPON LYSIAS was confounded

at the defeat of the army which he had sent, and

the next year he got together sixty thousand

chosen men. He also took five thousand horse-

men, and fell upon Judea ; and he went up to

the hill country of Bethsur, a village of Judea,

and pitched his camp there, where Judas met

him with ten thousand men ;
and when he saw

the great number of his enemies, he prayed to

God that he would assist him, and

joined battle with the first of the Army of Lysia

enemy that appeared, and beat a aln "eaten,

them, and slew about five thou-

sand of them, and thereby became terrible to the

rest of them. Nay, indeed, Lysias observing the

great spirit of the Jews, how they were prepared

to die rather than lose their liberty, and being

afraid of their desperate way of fighting, as if it

were real strength, he took the rest of the army
back with him, and returned to Antioch, where

he listed foreigners into the service, and pre-

pared to fall upon Judea with a greater army.

6. WHEN, THEREFORE, the generals of

Antiochus's armies had been beaten so often,

Judas assembled the people together, and told

them, That after these many victories which

God had given them, they ought to go up to

Jerusalem, and purify the temple, and offer the

appointed sacrifices. But as soon as he, with

the whole multitude, was come to Jerusalem,

and found the temple deserted, and its gates

burnt down, and plants growing in the temple of

their own accord, on account of its desertion, he

and those that were with him began to lament.
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and were quite confounded at the sight of the

temple ; so he chose out some of his soldiers,

and gave them order to fight against those

guards that were in the citadel, until he should

have purified the temple. When therefore he

had carefully purged it, and had brought in

new vessels, the candlestick, the table [of shew-

bread], and the altar [of incense],

Judas purifies which were made of gold, he hung
the temple, up the veils at the gates, and

added doors to them. He also

took down the altar [of burnt-offering], and
built a new one of stones that he gathered to-

gether, and not of such as were hewn with iron

tools. So on the five-and-twentieth day of the

the month Casleu, which the Macedonians
called Apelleus, they lighted the lamps that

were on the candlestick, and offered incense

upon the altar [of incense], and laid the loaves

upon the table [of shew-bread], and offeied

burnt-offerings upon the new altar [of burnt-

offering]. Now it so fell out, that these things
were done on the very same day on which their

divine worship had fallen off, and was reduced
to a profane and common use, after three years'
time

; for so it was, that the temple was made
desolate by Antiochus, and so continued for three

years. This desolation happened to the temple
in the hundred and forty and fifth year, on the

twenty-fifth day of the month Apelleus, and on
the hundred fifty-third olympiad: but it was
dedicated anew, on the same day, the twenty-
fifth of the month Apelleus, on the hundred
and forty-eighth year, and on the hundred
and fifty-fourth olympiad. And this desola-

tion came to pass according to the prophecy
of Daniel, which was given four hundred and
eight years before : for he declared that the

Macedonians would dissolve that worship [for

some time].

7. NOW JUDAS celebrated the festival of
the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for

eight days ; and omitted no sort of pleasures
thereon : but he feasted them upon very rich

and splendid sacrifices
; and he honoured God,

and delighted them, by hymns and psalms. Nay,
they were so very glad at the revival of their

customs, when, after a long time of intermission,

they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of
their worship, that they made it a law for their

posterity, that they should keep a festival, on
account of the restoration of their temple wor-

ship, for eight days. And from that time to

this we celebrate this festival,

Restoration of and call it Lights. I suppose the

temple wor- reason was, because this liberty
ihip. beyond our hopes appeared to us ;

and that thence was the name
given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt the
walls round about the city, and reared towers of

great height against the incursions of enemies,
and set guards therein. He also fortified the

city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel

against any distresses that might come from our
enemies.

CHAPTER VIII.

How Judas subdued the Nations round about ;

and how Simon beat thePeople of Tyre and

Ptolemais; and how Judas overcame Ti-

motheus, and forced him tofly away, and
did many other things after Joseph and
Azarias had been beaten.

1. WHEN THESE things were over, the

nations round about the Jews were very uneasy
at the revival of their power, and rose up to-

gether, and destroyed many of them, as gaining

advantage over them by laying snares for them,
and making secret conspiracies against them.

Judas made perpetual expeditions against these

men, and endeavoured to restrain them from

those incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs

they did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idu-

means, the posterity of Esau, at

Acrabattene, and slew a great ju(jas enbduei

many of them, and took their the enemlei

spoils. He also shut up the sons of Israel,

of Bean, that laid wait for the

Jews ; and he sat down about them, and besieged

them, and burnt their towers, and destroyed the

men [that were in them]. After this he went
thence in haste against the Ammonites, who had
a great and a numerous army, ofwhich Timotheus
was the commander. And when he had subdued

them, he seized on the city Jazer, and took their

wives and their children captives, and burnt the

city, and then returned into Judea. But when
the neighbouring nations understood that he was

returned, they got together in great numbers in

the land of Gilead, and came against those Jews
that were at the borders, who then fled to the

garrison of Dathema ; and sent to Judas, to in-

form him that Timotheus was endeavouring to

take the place whither they were fled. And as

these epistles were reading, there came other

messengers out of Galilee, who informed him
that the inhabitants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre
and Sidon, and strangers of Galilee, were gotten

together.

2. ACCORDINGLY JUDAS, upon con-

sidering what was fit to be done with relation to

the necessity both these cases required, gave
order that Simon his brother should take three

thousand chosen men, and go to the assistance

of the Jews in Galilee, while he and another of

his brothers Jonathan, made haste into the land

of Gilead with eight thousand soldiers. And he
left Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarias,
to be over the rest of the forces; and charged
them to keep Judea very carefully, and to fight
no battles with any persons whomsoever until

his return. Accordingly, Simon
went into Galilee, and fought the Simon defeat*

enemy, and put them to flight, the enemy
and pursued them to the very In Galilee,

gates of Ptolemais, and slew about
three thousand of them, and took the spoils of

those that were slain, and those Jews whom they
had made captives, with their baggage, and then
returned home.

3. NOW AS for Judas Maccabeus, and his

brother Jonathan, they passed over the rivet
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Jordan; and when they had gone three days'

journey, they lit upon the Nabateans, who came
to meet them peaceably, and who told them how
the affairs of those in the land of Galilee stood,

and how many of them were in distress, and
driven into garrisons, and into the cities of

Galilee ; and exhorted him to make haste to go
against the foreigners, and to endeavour to save

his own countrymen out of their hands. To this

exhortation Judas hearkened, and returned into

the wilderness
; and, in the first place, fell upon
the inhabitants of Bosor, and took

Judas takes the city, and beat the inhabitants,
the city and destroyed all the males, and
of Bosor. a[1 that were abje to fightj and

burnt the city. Nor did he stop
even when night came on, but he journeyed in

it to the garrison where the Jews happened to be

then shut up, and where Timotheus lay round
the place with his army. And Judas came upon
the city in the morning ; and when he found that

the enemy were making an assault upon the

walls, and that some of them brought ladders,
on which they might get upon those walls, and
that others brought engines [to batter them], he

bid the trumpeter to sound his trumpet, and he

encouraged his soldiers cheerfully to undergo
dangers for the sake of their brethren and kin-

dred
;
he also parted his army into three bodies,

and fell upon the backs of their enemies. But
when Timotheus's men perceived that it was
Maccabeus that was upon them, of both whose

courage and good success in war they had for-

merly had sufficient experience, they were put to

flight ; but Judas followed them with his army,
and slew about eight thousand of them. He
then turned aside to a city of the foreigners

called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males,
and burnt the city itself. He then removed
from thence, and overthrew Casphom and Bosor,

and many other cities of the land of Gilead.

4. BUT NOT long after this, Timotheus pre-

pared a great army, and took many others as

auxiliaries
; and induced some of the Arabians,

by the promise of rewards, to go with him in this

expedition ; and came with his army beyond the

brook, over against the city Raphon. And he

encouraged his soldiers, if it came to a battle

with the Jews, to fight courageously, and to

hinder their passing over the brook ; for he said

to them beforehand, that "
if they come over it,

we shall be beaten." And when Judas heard

that Timotheus prepared himself to fight, he

took all his own army, and went in haste against
Timotheus his enemy ; and when he had passed
over the brook, he fell upon his enemies, and

some of them met him, whom he

Judas defeats slew, and others of them he so

Timotheus. terrified, that he compelled them
to throw down their arms and fly;

and some of them escaped, but some of them fled

to what is called the Temple of Camaim, and
hoped thereby to preserve themselves ; but Judas
took the city, and slew them, and burnt the

temple, and so used several ways of destroying
his enemies.

5. WHEN HE had done this, he gathered
the Jews together, with their children, and

wives, and the substance that belonged to them,
and was going to bring them back into Judea.
But as soon as he was come to a certain city,

whose name was Ephron, that lay upon the road

(and as it was not possible for him to go any
other way, so he was not willing to go back

again), he then sent to the inhabitants, and
desired that they would open their gates, and

permit them to go on their way through the city ;

for they had stopped up the gates with stones,
and cut off their passage through it. And when
the inhabitants of Ephron would not agree to

this proposal, he encouraged those that were
with him, and encompassed the city round, and

besieged it
;
and lying round it by day and

night; took the city, and slew

every male in it, and burnt it all Judas takes

down, and so obtained a way Ephron.

through it ; and the multitude of

those that were slain was so great, that they
went over the dead bodies. So they came over

Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over

against which is situate the city Bethshan,
which is called by the Greeks Scythopolis.l
And going away hastily from thence, they came
into Judea, singing psalms and hymns as they
went, and indulging such tokens of mirth as are

usual in triumphs upon victory. They also

offered thank-offerings, both for their good suc-

cess, and for the preservation of their army, for

not one of the Jews was slain in these battles.2

6. BUT AS to Joseph, the son of Zacharis,
and Azarias, whom Judas left generals [of the

rest of the forces] at the same time when Simon
was in Galilee, fighting against the people of

Ptolemais, and Judas himself, and his brother

Jonathan, were in the land of Gilead, did these

men also affect the glory of being courageous

generals in war, in order whereto they took the

army that was under their command, and came
to Jamnia. There Gorgias, the general of the

forces of Jamnia, met them
;
and

upon joining battle with him, they Joseph
lost two thousand of their army,3 defeated by
and fled away, and were pursued Gorgias.

to the very borders of Judea.
And this misfortune befell them by their dis-

obedience to what injunctions Judas had given

1 The reason why Bethshan was calledScyth-

opolis is well known front Herodotus, b. i. p.

105, and Syncellus, p. 214, that the Scythians,
when they overran Asia, in the days of Josiah,
seized on this city, and kept it as long as they
continued in Asia ; from which time it retained
the name of Scy*hopolis, or the City of the

Scythians.
2 This most providential preservation of all

the religious Jews in this expedition, which was

according to the will of God, is observable often

among God's people, the Jews ; and somewhat

very like it in the changesofthefour monarchies,
which were also providential. Set Prideaux
at theyears331, 333, and334.

3 Here isanothergreat instance ofprovidence,
that when, even at the very time that Simon,
and Judas, and Jonathan, were so miraculously

preserved and blessed, in the just defence oj
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them, Not to fight with any one before his

return. For besides the rest of Judas's sagacious

counsels, one may well wonder at this concern-

ing the misfortune that befell the forcescommanded

by Joseph and Azarias, which he understood

would happen ifthey broke any of the injunctions

he had given them. But Judas and his brethren

did not leave off fighting with the Idumeans,

but pressed upon them on all sides, and took

from them the city of Hebron, and demolished

all its fortifications, and set all its towers on fire,

and burnt the country of the foreigners, and the

city Marissa. They came also to Ashdod, and

took it, and laid it waste, and took away a great

deal of the spoils and prey that were in it, and

returned to Judea.

CHAPTER IX.

Concerning the Death ofAntiochus Epiphanes.
How Antiochus Eupator fought against

Judas, and besieged him in the Temple,
and afterwards made Peace with him, and

depai ted. OfA Icimus and Onias.

1. ABOUT THIS time it was that king

Antiochus, as he was going over the upper

countries, heard that there was a very rich city

in Persia, called Elymais ; and therein a very
rich temple of Diana, and that it was full of all

sorto of donations dedicated to it : as also

weapons and breastplates, which, upon inquiry,

he found had been left there by Alexander, the

son of Philip, king of Macedonia ;
and being

incited by these motives, he went in haste

to Elymais, and assaulted it and besieged it.

But as those that were in it were not terrified at

his assault, nor at his siege, but opposed him

very courageously, he was beaten of his hopes ;

for they drove him away from the

Antioclma city, and went out and pursued
la defeated after him, insomuch that he fled

before away as far as Babylon, and lost a
Elymais.

great many of his army ; and
when he was grieving for the dis-

appointment, some persons told him of the

defeat of his commanders whom he had left

behind him to fight against Judea, and what

strength the Jews had already gotten : when
this concern about these affairs was added to

the former, he was confounded, and by the

anxiety he was in fell into a distemper, which, as

it lasted a great while, and as his pains increased

upon him, so he at length perceived he should

die in a little time
; so he called his friends to

him, and confesssed withal, that this calamity
was sent upon him for the miseries he had

brought upon the Jewish nation,

Death of while he plundered their temple
Antiochus. and contemned their God : and

when hehad said this, he gave up
the ghost. Whence any one may wonder at

their laws and religion, these other generals of
the Jews, who went to fight for honour in a

vain-glorious way and without any commission

from God, or the family he had raised up to

deliver them, were miset ably disappointed and
defeated. See I Maccab. 61, 6g.

Polybius of Megalopolis, who, though otherwise a

good man, yet saith that
" Antiochus died,

because he had a purpose to plunder the tempi*
of Diana in Persia ;

"
for the purposing to do a

thing,l but not actually doing it, is not worthy
of punishment. But if Polybius could think that

Antiochus thus lost his life on that account, it is

much more probable that this king died on ac-

count of his sacrilegious plundering of the temple
at Jerusalem. But we will not contend about
this matter with those who may think that the.

cause assigned by this Polybius of Megalopolis is

nearur the truth than that assigned by us.

2. HOWEVER, ANTIOCHUS, before he

died, called for Philip, who was
one of his companions, and made

Philip ap-
him the guardian of his kingdom ; pointed regent

and gave him his diadem, and his of the king-

garment, and his ring, and charged Aom.

him to carry them, and deliver

them to his son Antiochus ;
and desired him

to take care of his education, and to preserve
the kingdom for him.2 This Antiochus died in

the hundred forty and ninth year : but it was

Lysias that declared his death to the multitude,

and appointed his son Antiochus to be king (of

whom at present he had the care), and called

him Eupator.
3. AT THIS time it was that the garrison in

the citadel at Jerusalem, with the Jewish runa-

gates, did a great deal of harm to the Jews ;

for the soldiers that were in that garrison

rushed out upon the sudden, and destroyed such

as were going up to the temple in order to offer

their sacrifices, for this citadel adjoined to and

overlooked the temple. When these misfortunes

had often happened to them, Judas resolved to

destroy that garrison ; whereupon he got all the

people together, and vigorously

besieged those that were in the Judas assaults

citadel. This was in the hundred the citadel,

and fiftieth year of the dominion

of the Seleucidae. So he made engines of war, and

erected bulwarks, and very zealously pressed on

to take the citadel ; but there was not a few of

the runagates who were in the place, that went out

by night into the country, and got together some

other wicked men like themselves and went to

1 Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses that

he had not known concupiscence, or desires, to be

sinful, had not the tenth commandment said,
" Thou shalt not covet," Rom. vii. 7 ; the case

seems to have been much the same with our

Josephus, who was of the same sect, that he had
not a deep sense of the greatness of any sins

that proceeded MOfarther than the intention.

However, since Josephus speaks properly of the

punishment of death, which is not inflicted by

any lain either ofGod or man for the bare in-

tention, his words need not be strained to mean,
That sins intended, but not executed, were no

sins at all.

2 No wonder that Josephus here describe!

Antiochus Eupator as young, and wanting
tuition, when he came to the crown, since Ap-

pian informs us (Syriac. p. 177) that ht wot

then but nineyears old.
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Antiochus the Icing, and desired of him, That he
would not suffer them to be neglected, under
the great hardships that lay upon them from
those of their own nation

; and this because their

sufferings were occasioned on his father's account,
whiie they left the religious worship of their

fathers, and preferred that which he had com-
manded them to follow : that there was danger
lest the citadel, and those appointed to garrison
it by the king, should be taken by Judas and
those that were with him, unless he would send

them succours. When Antiochus, who was but

a child, heard this, he was angry, and sent for

his captains and friends, and gave order that

they should get an army of mercenaries together,
with such men also of his own kingdom as were

of an age fit for war. Accordingly a.i army
was collected of about a hundred thousand foot-

men, and twenty thousand horsemen
,
and thirty-

two elephants.

4. SO THE king took this army, and marched

hastily out of Antioch, with Lysias, who had the

command of the whole, and came to Idumea,
and thence went up to the city Beth sura, a city

that was strong, and not to be taken without

great difficulty : he set about this city, and be-

sieged it ; and while the inhabitants of Bethsura

courageously opposed him, and sallied out upon
him, and burnt his engines of war, a great deal

of time was spent in the siege ; but when Judas
heard of the king's coming, he raised the siege

of the citadel, and met tk e king, and pitched his

camp in certain straits, at a place called Beth-

Eachariah, at the distance of seventy furlongs

from the enemy : but the king soon drew his

forces from Bethsura, and brought them to those

straits : and as soon as it was day, he put his

men in battle-array, and made his elephants fol-

low one another through the narrow passes, be-

cause they could not be set sideways by one

another. Now round about every elephant there

were a thousand footmen and five hundred

horsemen. The elephants also

Antlochua had high towers [upon their backs],

lends an army and archers [in them] ; and he

againzt Judas, also made the rest of hisarmy to go

up the mountains, and put his

friends before the rest ; and gave orders for the

armytoshoutaloud, and so he attacked the enemy.
He also exposed to sight their golden and brazen

shields, so that a glorious splendour was sent

from them ; and when they shouted, the moun-
tains echoed again. When Judas saw this, he

was not terrified, but received the enemy with

great courage, and slew about six hundred of the

first ranks. But when his brother Eleazar,

whom they called Auran, saw the tallest of all

the elephants armed with royal breast-plates,

and supposed that the king was upon him, he

attacked him with great quickness and bravery.
He also slew many of those that were about the

elephant, and scattered the rest, and then went

under the belly of the elephant, and smote him,
and slew him

;
so the elephant fell upon Eleazar,

and by his weight crushed him to death. And
thus did this man come to his end, when he had
first courageously destroyed many of his ene-

mies.

5. BUT JUDAS, seeing the strength of the

enemy, retired to Jerusalem, and prepared to en-

dure a siege. As for Antiochus, he sent part of

his army to Bethsura, to besiege it, and with
the rest of his army he came against Jerusalem ;

but the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at
his strength ; and seeing that their provisions
grew scarce, they delivered themselves up on
the security of oaths that they should suffer no
hard treatment from the king. And when An-
tiochus had thus taken the city, he did them no
other harm than sending them out naked. He
also placed a garrison of his own in the city :

but as for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its

siege a long time, while they within bravely de-

fended it : for what engines soever the king set

against them, they set other engines again to op-
pose them. But then their provisions failed

them ; what fruits of the ground
they had laid up were spent, and Te Ple be-

the land being not ploughed that
ie8ed-

year, continued unsowed, because
it was the seventh year, on which, by our laws,

we are obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And
withal, so many of the besieged ran away for

want of necessaries, that but a few only were
left in the temple.
6. AND THESE happened to be the circum-

stances of such as were besieged in the temple.
But then, because Lysias, the general of the

army, and Antiochus, the king, were informed

that Philip was coming upon them out of Persia,
and was endeavouring to get the management of

public affairs to himself, they came into these

sentiments, to leave the siege, and to make
haste to go again to Philip : yet did they resolve

not to let this be known to the soldiers or th

officers ; but the king commanded Lysias to

speak openly to the soldiers and the officers,

without saying a word about the business of

Philip ; and to intimate to them that the siege

would be very long ; that the place was very

strong ; that they were already in want of pro-

visions ; that many affairs of the kingdom
wanted regulation ; and that it was much better

to make a league with the be-

sieged, and to become friends to .
Ly lasand

., . , , .. , . . Antlochm pro-
their whole nation, by permitting e to^^
them to observe the laws of their the siege,

fathers, while they broke out into

this war only because they were deprived of

them, and so to depart home. When Lysias
had discoursed thus to them, both the army and

the officers were pleased with this resolution.

7. ACCORDINGLY THE king sent to

Judas, and to those that were besieged with

them, and promised to give them peace, and to

permit them to make use of and live according
to the laws of their fathers ; and they gladly re-

ceived his proposals ; and when they had gained

security upon oath for their performance, they
went out of the temple : but when Antiochus

came into it, and saw how strong
the place was, he broke his oaths,

An ochu

, , , , . ., . breaks the con-
and ordered his army that was

aitionsof
there to pluck down the walls to

peace.
the ground : and when he had so

done, he returned to Antioch : he also carried
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with him Onias the high priest, who was also

called Menelaus ; for Lysias advised the king

to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews be

quiet, and cause him no further disturbance, for

that this man was the origin of all the mischief

the Jews had done them, by persuading his

father to compel the Jews to leave the religion

of their fathers ; so the king sent Menelaus to

Berea, a city of Syria, and there had put him to

death, when he had been high priest ten years.

He had been a wicked and an impious man ; and,

in order to get the government to himself, had

compelled his nation to transgress their own
laws. After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus,

who was also called Jacimus, was made high

priest ; but when king Antiochus found that

Philip had already possessed himself of the

government, he made war against him, and sub-

dued him, and took him, and slew him. Now,
as to Onias, the son of the high priest, who, as

we before informed you, was left a child when

his father died, when he saw that the king had

slain his uncle Menelaus, and given the high

priesthood to Alcimus, who was not of the high

priest stock, but as induced by Lysias to tran-

slate that dignity from his family to another

house, he fled to Ptolemy, king of Egypt ; and

when he found he was in great esteem with him,

and with his wife Cleopatra, he desired and ob-

tained a place in the Nomus of Heliopolis,

wherein he built atemple like to that at Jerusalem ;

of which, therefore, we shall hereafter give an

account, in a place more proper for it.

CHAPTER X.

Haw Bacchides, the General of Demetrius's

Army, made an Expedition against Judea,
and returned without success ; and how
Nicanor -was sent a little afterwardagainst

Judas, and perished, together -with his

Army; as also concerning the death o/

Alcimus, and the Succession of Judas.

1. ABOUT THE same time Demetrius,
the son of Seleucus, fled away from Rome, and

took Tripoli, a city of Syria, and set the diadem

on his own head. He also gathered certain

mercenary soldiers together, and entered into

his kingdom, and was joyfully received by all,

who delivered themselves up to him ; and when

they had taken Antiochus, the king, and Lysias,

they brought them to him alive ; both whom
were immediately put to death by the command
of Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned two

years, as we have already elsewhere related ;

but there were now many of the wicked Jewish

runagates that came together to him, and with

them Alcimus the high priest, who accused the

whole nation, and particularly Judas and his

brethren ; and said that they had slain all his

friends ; and that those in his

Judas accused kingdom that were of his party,

of working and waited for his return, were by
mischief. them put to death ; that these

men had ejected them out of their

own country, and caused them to be sojourners

in a foreign land ; and they desired that he

would send some one of his own friends, and

know from him what mischief Judas's party had

done.

2. AT THIS Demetrius was very angry, and
sent Bacchides, a friend of Antiochus Epi-

phanes,! a good man, and one that had been

intrusted with all Mesopotamia, and gave him
an army, and committed Alcimus the high priest
to his care ; and gave him charge to slay Judas,
and those that were with him. So Bacchides

made haste, and went out of Antioch with his

army ; and when he was come into Judea, he sent

to Judas and his brethren, to discourse with him
about a league of friendship and peace, for he

had a mind to take him by treachery ; but Judas
did not give credit to him, for he saw that he came
with so great an army as men do

not bring when they come to make Bacchides

peace, but to make war. How- marches

ever, some of the people acquies- against
ced in what Bacchides caused to Judea.

be proclaimed; and supposing

they should undergo no considerable harm
from Alcimus, who was their countryman,

they went over to them; and when they had
received oaths from both of them, that neither

they themselves nor those of the same sentiments

should come to any harm, they intrusted them-

selves with them. But Bacchides troubled not

himself about the oaths he had taken, and slew

threescore of them ; although, by not keeping
his faith with those that first went over, he
deterred all the rest, who had intentions to go
over to him, from doing it ; but as he was gone
out of Jerusalem, and was at the village called

Bethzetho, he sent out, and caught many of the

deserters, and some of the people

also, and slew them all; and en- Treachery of

joined all that lived in the country Bacchides.

to submit to Alcimus. So he left

him there, with some part of the army, that he

might have wherewith to keep the country in

obedience, and returned to Antioch to King
Demetrius.

3. BUT ALCIMUS was desirous to have the

dominion more firmly assured to him ;
and un-

derstanding that, if he could bring it about that

the multitude should be his friends, he should

govern with greater security, he spake kind words

to them all, and discoursed to each of them after

an agreeable and pleasant manner; by which

means he quickly had a great body of men and

an army about him, although the greater part of

them were of the wicked, and the deserters.

With these, whom he used as his servants and

soldiers, he went all over the country, and slew

all that he could find of Judas's party ;
but when

Judas saw that Alcimus was already become

1 // is no way probable that Jouphus would

call Bacchides, that bitter and bloody enemy of

the Jews, as our present copies have it, a man

good, or kind, andgentle. What the author of

the .first book of Maccabees, whom Josephus

here follows, instead of that character, says oj

him, is, That he was a great man in the king-

dom, andfaithful to his king ; which was very

probably Josephus's meaning also.
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great, and had destroyed many of the good and

holy men of the country, he also

AlcImuB went all over the country and

slays his destroyed those that were of the

countrymen, other party. But when Alcimus

saw that he was not able to oppose

Judas, nor was equal to him in strength, he

resolved to apply himself to King Demetrius for

his assistance. So he came to Antioch, and
irritated him against Judas, and accused him,

alleging that he had undergone a great many
miseries by his means, and that he would do

more mischief unless he were prevented, and

brought to punishment, which must be done by
sending a powerful force against him.

4. SO DEMETRIUS, being already of

opinion that it would be a thing pernicious to

his own affairs to overlook Judas, now he was

becoming so great, sent against

Nicanor sent him Nicanor, the most kind and

against m st faithful of all his friends;

Judas. for he it was who fled away with

him from the city of Rome. He
also gave him as many forces as he thought
sufficient for him to conquer Judas withal, and

bade him not to spare the nation at all. When
Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he did not

resolve to fight Judas immediately, but judged
it better to get him into his power by treachery ;

to he sent him a message of peace, and said there

was no manner of necessity for them to fight and
hazard themselves

;
and that he would give him

his oath that he would do him no harm, for that

he only came with some friends, in order to let

him know what King Demetrius's intentions

were, and what opinion he had of their nation.

When Nicanor had delivered this message, Judas
and his brethren complied with them, and sus-

pecting no deceit, they gave him assurances of

friendship, and received Nicanor and his army.
But while he was saluting Judas, and they were

talking together, he gave a certain signal to his

own soldiers, upon which they were

Judas to seize upon Judas ; but he per-

narrowly ceived the treachery, and ran back
escapes. to his own soldiers, and fled away

with them. So upon this dis-

covery of his purpose, and of the snares laid for

Judas, Nicanor determined to make open war

with him, and gathered his army together, and

prepared for fighting him; and upon joining

battle with him at a certain village called Ca-

pharsalama, he beat Judas,l and forced him to

fly to that citadel which was at Jerusalem.

5. AND WHEN Nicanor came down from the

citadel unto the temple, some of the priests and

1 Josephus's copies must have been corrupted
when theyherefive victory to Nicanor, contrary
to the words following, which imply, that he

who was beaten fled into the citadel, whichfor
certain belonged to the city of David or to

mount Zion, and was in the possession ofNica-
nor s garrison, and not of Judas's ; as also it

fs contrary to the express words of Josephus's

original author, z Maccab. vii. 33, who says

that Nicanor lost about jooo men, and fled to

the city ofDavid

elders met him, and saluted him, and showed
him the sacrifices which they said they offered to

God for the king ; upon which he blasphemed,
and threatened them, that unless the people
would deliver up Judas to him, upon his return

he would pull down the temple. And when he
had thus threatened them, he departed from

Jerusalem; but the priests fell into tears out of

grief of what he said, and besought God to

deliver them from their enemies. But now

Nicanor, when he was gone out of Jerusalem,
and was at a certain village called Bethoron, he
there pitched his camp another army out of

Syria having joined him. And Judas pitched
his camp at Adasa, another village, which was

thirty furlongs distant from Bethoron, having
no more than one thousand soldiers. And when
he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at

the multitude of their enemies, nor to regard
how many they were against whom they were

going to fight, but to consider who they them-
selves were, and for what great rewards they
hazarded themselves, and to attack the enemy
courageously, he led them out to fight; and

joining battle with Nicanor, which proved to be
a severe one, he overcame the enemy, and slew

many ofthem ; and at last Nicanor

himself, as he was fighting glori- Judas defeats

ously, fell; upon whose fall the Nicanor.

army did not stay, but when they
had lost their general they were put to flight,

and threw down their arms. Judas also pur-
sued them and slew them ; and gave notice, by
the sound of the trumpets, to the neighbouring

villages that he had conquered the enemy;
which when the inhabitants heard, they put on
their armour hastily and met their enemies in

the face as they were running away, and slew

them, insomuch that not one of them escaped
out of this battle, who were in number nin

thousand. This victory happened to fall on the

thirteenth day of that month which by the Jews
is called Adar, and by the Macedonians Dystrus ;

and the Jews thereon celebrate this victory every

year, and esteem it as a festival day. After

which the Jewish nation were, for a while, free

from wars, and enjoyed peace; but, afterward,

they returned into their former state of wars and

hazards.

6. BUT NOW as the high priest Alcimus

was resolving to pull down the wall of the sanc-

tuary, which had been there of old time, and had

been built by the holy prophets,! he was smitten

suddenly by God, and fell down. This stroke

made him fall down speechless upon the ground :

and undergoing torments ior many days, he at

length died, when he had been high priest four

1 This account of the miserable death ofAZci-

mus, orjacimus, thewickedhighpriest (thefirst

thatwas not ofthefamily ofthe highpriests, and

madebya vile heathen, Lysias) before thedeath oj

Judas, andof Judas's succession to him as high

priest, both here and at the conclusion of this

book, directly contradicts l Mac. ix. J4-J7,

which places kis death after the death of Judas,

and says not a syllable of the high priesthood oj

Judas
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years. And when he was dead, the people be-

stowed the high priesthood on Judas ; who hear-

ing of the power 1 of the Romans,
Alclmns smit- and that they had conquered in

ten to death, war Galatia, and Iberia, and Car-

thage, and Libya; and that, be-

sides these, they had subdued Greece, and their

kings, Perseus, and Philip, and Antiochus the

Great also, he resolved to enter into a league of

friendship with them. He therefore sent to

Rome to some of his friends, Eupolemus the son

of John, and Jason the son of Eleazar, and by
them desired the Romans that they would assist

them, and be their friends, and would write to

Demetrius that he would not fight against the

Jews. So the senate received the ambassadors

that came from Judas to Rome, and discoursed

with them about the errand on which they came,

and then granted them a league of assistance.

They also made a decree concerning it, and sent

a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up in

the capitol, and engraven in brass. The decree

itself was this :
" The decree of

Judas enters the senate concerning a league of

Into a league, assistance and friendship with

the nation of the Jews. It shall

not be lawful for any that are subject to the Ro-

mans to make war with the nation of the Jews,
nor to assist those that do so, either by sending
them com, or ships, or money ; and ifany attack

be made upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist

them, as far as they are able ; and again, if any
attack be made upon the Romans, the Jews shall

assist them. And if the Jews have a mind to

add to, or to take any thing from, this league of

assistance, that shall be done with the common
consent of the Romans. And whatsoever addi-

tion shall thus be made, it shall be of force."

This decree was written by Eupolemus the son

of John, and by Jason the son of Eleazar,2 when

Judas was high priest of the nation, and Simon
his brother was general of the army. And this

was the first league that the Romans made with

the Jews, and was managed after this manner.

CHAPTER XL
That Bacchides was again sent out against

Judas ; and how Judas fell as he was
courageouslyfighting.

1. BUT WHEN Demetrius was informed

of the death of Nicanor, and of the destruction

1 How well the Roman histories agree to this

account of the conquests andpowerful condition

of the Romans at this time, see the notes in

Havercamp's edition : only, thai the number of
the senators ofRome was then just 320, is, I
think, only knownfrom i Maccab. viii. if.

2 This subscription is wanting, i Maccab.
viii. 17, ag, and must be the words of Josephus,
who, by mistake, thought, as we have just now
seen, that Judas was at this time high priest,

and, accordingly, then reckoned his brother

Jonathan to be the general of the army, which

yet he seems not to have been till after the death

qf Judas.

of the army that was with him, he sent Bac-

chides again with an army into Judea, who
marched out of Antioch, and came into Judea,
and pitched his camp at Arbela, a city of Galilee

;

and having besieged and taken those that were
in caves (for many of the people fled into such

places) he removed, and made all the haste h
could to Jerusalem. And when he had learned

that Judas pitched his camp at a certain village

whose name was Bethzetho, he led his army
against him : they were twenty
thousand footmen, and two thou- Bacchldsi

sand horsemen. Now Judas had marchei

no more soldiers than one thou- galnrt Jnd*.

sand.l When these saw the mul-

titude of Bacchides's men, they were afraid, and
left their tamp, and fled all away, excepting

eight hundred. Now when Judas was deserted

by his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed upon
him, and gave him no time to gather his army
together, he was disposed to fight with Bac-

chides's army, though he had but eight hundred
men with him ; so he exhorted these men to

undergo the danger courageously, and encour-

aged them to attack the enemy. And when they
said they were not a body sufficient to fight so

great an army, and advised that they should re-

tire now and save themselves, and that when he

had gathered his own men together, then he

should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his

answer was this: "Let not the sun ever see

such a thing, that I should show my back to the

enemy : and although this be the time that will

bring me to my end, and I must die in this

battle, I will rather stand to it courageously, and
bear whatsoever comes upon me, than by now

running away, bring reproach upon my former

great actions, or tarnish their glory." This was
the speech he made to those that remained with

him, and whereby he encouraged them to attack
the enemy.
2. BUT BACCHIDES drew his army out of

theircamp, and put them in array for the battle.

He set the horsemen on both the wings, and the

light soldiers and the archers he placed before

the whole army, but he was himself on the right

wing. And when he had thus put his army in

order of battle, and was going to join battle with

the enemy, he commanded the trumpeter to give
a signal of battle, and the army to make a shout,
and to fall on the enemy. And when Judas
had done the same, he joined battle with them

;

and as both sides fought valiantly, and the

battle continued till sunset, Judas saw that

Bacchides and the strongest part of the army
was in the right wing, and thereupon took the

most courageous men with him, and ran upon that

part of the army, and fell upon those that were

there, and broke their ranks, and drove them

1 That this copy of Josephus, as he wrote it,

had here not 1000 but 3000, with I Mac. ijc. J,
is very plain; because, though the main part
ran away atfirst, even in Josephus, as well as

in l Mac. ix. 6, yet, as there, so here, 800 are

said to have remained with Judas; which
toeuld be absurd, if the whole number had been

no more than 1000.
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into the middle, and forced them to run away,
and pursued them as far as to a

Judaa attacks mountain called Aza : but when
the right those of the left wing saw that the
Win8' right wing was put to flight, they

encompassed Judas, pursued him,
and came behind him, and took him into the

middle of their army ; so being not able to fly,

but encompassed round about with enemies, he
stood still, and he and those that were with

him fought : and when he had slain a great

many of those that came against him, he at last

was himself wounded, and fell, and gave up the

ghost, and died in a way like to

Jadas daln. his former famous actions. When
Judas was dead, those that were

with him had no one whom they could regard

[as their commander] : but when they saw them-

selves deprived of such a general, they fled.

But Simon and Jonathan, Judas's brethren, re-

ceived his dead body bya treaty from the enemy,
and carried it to the village Modin, where their

father had been buried, and there buried him,
while the multitude lamented him many days,
and performed the usual solemn rites of a funeral

to him. And this was the end that Judas came
to. He had been a man of valour and a great

warrior, and mindful of all the commands of theii

father Mattathias
; and had undergone all diffi-

culties, both in doing and suffering, for the

liberty of his countrymen. And when his cha-

racter was so excellent [while he was alive], he
left behind him a glorious reputation and me-

morial, by gaining freedom for his nation, and

delivering them from slavery under the Mace-
donians. And when he had retained the high
priesthood three years, he died.

BOOK XIII.
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF

JUDAS MACCABEUS TO QUEEN ALEXANDRA'S DEATH.

CHAPTER I.

How yonathan took the Government after his

Brother Judas ; and how he, together with

kit Brother Simon, waged War against
Bacchides.

| 1. BYWHAT means the nation ofthe Jews
recovered their freedom when they had been

brought into slaveryby the Macedonians, and what

struggles, and how many great battles, Judas,
the general of their army, ran through till he was

slain as he was fighting for them, hath been re-

lated in the foregoing book ;
but after he was

dead, all the wicked, and those that transgressed
the laws of their forefathers, sprang up again in

Judea, and grew upon them, and

A famine In distressed them on every side. A
the land. famine also assisted their wicked-

ness, and afflicted the country,

till not a few, by reason of their want of neces-

saries, and because they were not able to bear

up the miseries that both the famine and their

enemies brought upon them, deserted their coun-

try, and went to the Macedonians. And now
Bacchides gathered those Jews together who
had apostatized from the accustomed way of

living of their forefathers, and chose to live like

their neighbours, and committed the care of the

country to them ; who also caught the friends of

Judas, and those of his party, and delivered them

up to Bacchides, who, when he had, in the first

place, tortured and tormented them at his

pleasure, he, by that means, at length killed

them. And when this calamity of the Jews was

become so great, as they had never had

experience of the like since their return out of

Babylon, those that remained of the companions
of Judas, seeing that the nation was about to be

destroyed after a miserable manner, came to his

brother Jonathan, and desired

him that he would imitate his Jonathan ap-

brother, and that care which he pointed gene-

took of his countrymen, for whose ral of the

liberty in general he died also ;
Jew*,

and that he would not permit
the nation to be without a governor, especially

in those destructive circumstances wherein il

now was. And when Jonathan said that h

was ready to die for them, and was indeec

esteemed no way inferior to his brother, he was

appointed to be the general ofthe Jewish army.

2. WHEN BACCHIDES heard this, and

was afraid that Jonathan might be very trou-

blesome to the king and the Macedonians, as

Judas had been before him, he sought how he

might slay him by treachery : but this invention

of his was not unknown to Jona-

than, nor his brother Simon ; Jonathan

but when these two were apprised flies to the

of it, they took all their compa- wilderness,

nions, and presently fled into that

wilderness which was nearest to the' city; and

when they were come to a lake called Asphar,

they abode there. But when Bacchides wa
sensible that they were in a low state, and were

in that place, he hasted to fall upon them with

all his forces, and pitching his camp beyond

Jordan, he recruited his army ;
but when Jona-

than knew that Bacchides was coming upon

them, he sent his brother John, who was also

called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, that he

might lodge his baggage with them until the
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battle with Bacchldes should be over, for they
were the Jews' friends. And the sons of Ambri
laid an ambush for John, from the city Medaba,
and seized upon him, and upon those that were

with him, and plundered all that they had with

them : they also slewJohn, and all his companions.

However, they were sufficiently punished for

what they now did by John's brethren, as we
shall relate presently.

3. BUTWHEN Bacchides knew that Jona-
than had pitched his camp among the lakes of

Jordan, he observed when their Sabbath-day

came, and then assaulted him, as supposing that

he would not fight because of the law [for rest-

ing on that day] : but he exhorted his compa-
nions [to fight] ; and told them that their lives

were at stake, since they were encompassed by the

river and by their enemies, and had no way to

escape, for that their enemies pressed upon them

before, and the river was behind them. So

after he had prayed to God to give

Action between them the victory, he joined battle

Jonathan with the enemy, of whom he over-
and Bacchldes. ^rew many ; and as he saw

Bacchides coming up boldly to

him, he stretched out his right hand to smite

him : but the other foreseeing and avoiding the

stroke, Jonathan with his companions leaped

into the river, and swam over it, and by that

means escaped beyond Jordan, while the enemy
did not pass over that river; but Bacchides

returned presently to the citadel at Jerusalem,

having lost about two thousand of his army.
He also fortified many cities of Judea, whose

walls had been demolished ; Jericho, and

Emmaus, and Bethoron, and Bethel, and Tirana,

and Pharatho, and Tecoa, and Gazara, and

built towers in every one of these cities, and

encompassed them with strong walls, that were

very large also, and put garrisons into them, that

they might issue out of them, and do mischief to

the Jews. He also fortified the citadel at Jeru-
salem more than all the rest. Moreover, he took

the sons of the principal Jews as pledges, and
shut them up in the citadel, and in that manner

guarded it.

4. ABOUT THE same time, one came to

Jonathan, and to his brother Simon, and told

them that the sons of Ambri were celebrating a

marriage, and bringing the bride from the city

Gabatha, who was the daughter of one of the

illustrious men among the Arabians, and that

the damsel was to be conducted with pomp and

splendour, and much riches: so Jonathan and

Simon thinking this appeared to be the fittest

time for them to avenge the death of their

brother, and that they had forces sufficient for

receiving satisfaction from them for his death,

they made haste to Medaba, and lay in wait

among the mountains for the coming of their

enemies ; and as soon as they saw them conduct-

ing the virgin and her bride-

Jonathan groom, and such a great corn-

avenges the pany of their friends with them
death of his as was to be expected at this

brother. wedding, they sallied out of their

ambush and slew them all, and
took their ornaments, and all the prey that then

followed them, and so returned, and received

this satisfaction for their brother John from the

sons of Ambri ; for as well those sons themselves

as their friends, and wives, and children, that

followed them perished, being in number about

four hundred.

5. HOWEVER, SIMON and Jonathan re-

turned to the lakes of the river, and abode there.

But Bacchides, when he had secured all Judea
with his garrisons, returned to the king; and
then it was that the affairs of Judea were quiet
for two years. But when the deserters and the

wicked saw that Jonathan and those that were
with him lived in the country very quietly, by
reason of the peace, they sent to King Deme-

trius, and excited him to send Bacchides to seize

upon Jonathan, which they said was to be done
without any trouble, and in one night's time;
and that if they fell upon them before they were

aware, they might slay them all. So the king
sent Bacchides, who, when he was come into

Judea, wrote to all his friends, both Jews and

auxiliaries, that they should seize upon Jonathan,
and bring him to him ; and when, upon all their

endeavours, they were not able to seize upon
Jonathan, for he was sensible of the snares thej
laid for him, and very carefully guarded against

them, Bacchides was angry at these deserters, as

having imposed upon him, and upon the king,

and slew fifty of their leaders ; whereupon Jona-

than, with his brother, and those that were with

him, retired to Bethagla, a village that lay in

the wilderness, out of his fear of Bacchides. He
also built towers in it, and en-

compassed it with walls, and took Jonathan
care that it should be safely defends him-

guarded. Upon the hearing of self against

which, Bacchides led his own Bacchide*.

army along with him, and besides

took his Jewish auxiliaries, and came against

Jonathan, and made an assault upon his forti-

fications, and besieged him many days. But

Jonathan did not abate of his courage at the zeal

Bacchides used in the siege, but courageously

opposed him; and while he left his brother

Simon in the city to fight with Bacchides, he

went privately out himself into the country, and

got a great body of men together of his own

party, and fell upon Bacchides's camp in the night

time, and destroyed a great many of them. His

brother Simon knew also of this his falling upon

them, because he perceived that the enemies

were slain by him ; so he sallied out upon them,

and burnt the engines which the Macedonians

used, and made a great slaughter of them.

And when Bacchides saw himself encompassed
with enemies, and some of them before, and some

behind him, he fell into despair and trouble of

mind, as confounded at the unexpected ill success

of this siege. However, he vented his dis-

pleasure at these misfortunes upon those deserters

who sent for him from the king as having deluded

him. So he had a mind to finish this siege after

a decent manner, if it were possible for him so to

do, and then to return home.

6. WHEN JONATHAN understood these

his intentions, he sent ambassadors to him about

a league of friendship and mutual assistance.
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and that they might restore those they had taken

captive on both sides. So Bac-

Leagne chides thought this a pretty de-

between cent way of retiring home, and
Jonathan and made a league of friendship with
BacchldM,

jonathan , whei) they sware that

they would not any more make
war one against another. Accordingly, he

restored the captives, and took his own men
with him, and returned to the king of Antioch ;

and after this his departure he never came into

Judea again. Then did Jonathan take the

opportunity of this quiet state of things, and
went and lived In the city Michmash ; and there

governed the multitude, and punished the wicked
and ungodly, and by that means purged the

nation of them.

CHAPTER II.

How Alexander [Bala] in his War with De-

metrius, granted Jonathan many Ad-van-

tages, and appointed hi/n to be High Priest,

andpersuaded him to assist him, although
Demetrius promised him greater Advan-

tages on the other Sids. Concerning the

Death ofDemetrius.

{ 1. NOW IN the hundred and sixtieth year,
it fell out that Alexander, the son of Antiochus

Epiphanes,! came up into Syria, and took Ptole-

mais, the soldiers having betrayed it to him, for

they were at enmity with Demetrius on account
of his insolence and difficulty of access ; for he
shut himself up in a palace of his that had four

towers, which he had built himself, not far from

Antioch, and admitted nobody. He was withal

slothful and negligent about the public affairs,

whereby the hatred of his subjects was the more
kindled against him, as we have elsewhere

already related. When, therefore, Demetrius

heard that Alexander was iu Ptole-

Demetrlui mais, he took his whole army, and
seeks led it against him; he also sent

Jonathan's ambassadors to Jonathan, about
friendship. a ieague of mutual assistance and

friendship ; for he resolved to

be beforehand with Alexander, lest the other

1 This Alexander Bala, who certainly pre-
tended to be the son of Antiochus Epiphanes,
and was owned for such by the Jews and

Romans, and many others, andyet is by several

historians deemed to be a counterfeit, and of no

family at all, is, however, by Josephus, believed

to have been the real son of that Antiochus, and

by him always spoken ofaccordingly ; and truly,

since the original contemporary and authentic

author of thefirst book ofMaccabees (x. i) calls

hint by his father's name, Epiphanes, and says

he was the son ofAntiochus, I suppose the other

writers, who are all much later, are not to be

followed against such evidence, though perhaps

Epiphanes might have him by a woman of no

family. The king of Egypt also, Philometor,
soon gave him his daughter in marriage, which

he -would hardly have done had he believed hint

to be a counterfeit, and of so very mean a birth

as the later historians pr*te*d.

should treat with him first, and gain assist-

ance from him ; and this he did out of the

fear he had lest Jonathan should remember how
ill Demetrius had formerly treated him, and
should join with him in this war against him.

He therefore gave orders that Jonathan should
be allowed to raise an army, and should get
armour made, and should receive back those

hostages of the Jewish nation whom Bacchides
had shut up in the citadel of Jerusalem. When
this good fortune had befallen Jonathan, by the

concession of Demetrius, he came to Jerusalem,
and read the king's letter in the audience of the

people, and of those that kept the citadel.

When these were read, these wicked men and

deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly

afraid, upon the king's permission to Jonathan
to raise an army, and to receive back the host-

ages : so he delivered every one of them to his

own parents; and thus did Jonathan make his

abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better

state, and reforming the buildings as he pleased ;

for he gave orders that the walls of the city

should be rebuilt with square stones, that it

might be more secure from their enemies. And
when those that kept the garrisons that were in

Judea saw this, they all left them, and fled to

Antioch, excepting those .that were in the city

Bethsura, and those that were in the citadel of

Jerusalem, for the greater part of these was of

the wicked Jews and deserters, and on that

account these did not deliver up their garrisons.

2. WHEN ALEXANDER knew what pro-

mises Demetrius had made Jonathan, and withal

knew his courage, and what great things he had

done when he fought the Macedonians, and
besides what hardships he had undergone by the

means of Demetrius, and of Bacchides, the general
of Demetrius's army, he told his friends that he

could not at present find any one else that might
afford him better assistance than Jonathan, who
was both courageous against his enemies, and

had a particular hatred against Demetrius, as

having both suffered many hard things from him,

and acted many hard things against him. If

therefore they were of opinion that they should

make him their friend against Demetrius, it was

more for their advantage to invite him to assist

them now than at another time. It being there-

fore determined by him and his friends to send

to Jonathan, he wrote to him this epistle:
"
King Alexander to his brother

Jonathan, sendeth greeting. We Alexander
have long ago heard of thy cour- desires

age and thy fidelity, and for that Jonathan's

reason have sent to thee, to make friendship,

with thee a league of friendship

and mutual assistance. We therefore do ordain

thee this day the high priest of the Jews, and

that thou beest called my friend. I have also

sent thee, as presents, a purple robe and a golden

crown, and desire that, now thou art by us ho-

noured, thou wilt in like manner respect us also."

3. WHEN JONATHAN had received this

letter, he put on the pontifical robe at the time

of the Feast of Tabernacles,! four years after the

1 Since Jonathan plainly did not put on tht
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death of his brother Judas, for at that time no

high priest had been made. So he raised great

forces, and had abundance of armour got ready.

This greatly grieved Demetrius when he heard

of it, and made him blame himself for his slow-

ness, that he had not prevented Alexander, and

got the good-will of Jonathan, but had given

him time so to do. However, he also himself

wrote a letter to Jonathan, and to the people,

the contents whereof are these :
"
King Deme-

trius to Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews,

sendeth greeting. Since you have preserved

your friendship for us ;
and when you have been

tempted by our enemies, and have not joined

yourselves to them, I both commend you for

this your fidelity, and exhort you
Demetrius to continue in the same disposi-

tempts tion
; for which you shall be re-

Jonathan,
paid, and receive rewards from

us : for I will free you from the

greatest part of the tributes and taxes which you

formerly paid to the kings my predecessors, and

to myself ; and I do now set you free from those

tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides,

I forgive you the tax upon salt, and the value of

the crowns which you used to offer to me :1 and
instead of the third part of. the fruits [of the

field], and the half of the fruits of the trees, I

relinquish my part of them from this day : and
as to the poll-money, which ought to be given
me for every head of the inhabitants of Judea,
and of the three toparchies that adjoin to Judea,

Samaria, and Galilee, and Perea, that I relin-

quish to you for this time, and for all time to

come. I will also, That the city of Jerusalem be

holy and inviolable, and free from the tithe, and
from the taxes, unto its utmost bounds : and I so

far recede from my title to the citadel, as to per-

mit Jonathan your high priest to possess it,

that he may place such a garrison in it as he ap-

proves of for fidelity and good-will to himself,

that they may keep it for us. I also make free all

those Jews who have been made captives and
slaves in my kingdom. I also give order that

the beasts of the Jews be not pressed for our ser-

vice ;
and let their Sabbaths, and all their festi-

vals, and three days before each of them, be free

from any imposition. In the same manner, I set

pontifical robes till seven or eight years after
the death of his brother Judas, or Hot till the

Feast of Tabernacles, in the 160 ofthe Seleucideg

(i Maccab. x. at) Petitus's emendations seems

here to deserve consideration, who, instead of
"
ofterfouryears since the death ofhis brother

Judas," would have us read,
" and therefore

after eight years since the death of his brother

Judas.
"

This would tolerably well agree with
the date of the Maccabees, and with Josephus's
own exact chronology at the end of the twentieth

book of these Antiquities, which the present text

cannot be made to do.

1 Take Grotius's note here: " The Jews,"

says he,
" were wont to present crowns to the

kings \pfSyria]; afterwards that gold, which

was paid instead of those crowns, or which was

expendedin making them, was calledthe Crmun-

Gold and Crown-Tax." On I Maccab. x. 29.

free the Jews that are inhabitants in my king,

dom, and order that no injury be done them. 1

also give leave to such of them as are willing to

list themselves in my army, that they may do it,

and those as far as thirty thousand ;
which

Jewish soldiers, wheresoever they go, shall have

the same pay that my own army hath ;
and some

of them I will place in my garrisons, and some

as guards about mine own body, and as rulers

over those that are in my court. I give them

leave also to use the laws of their forefathers,

and to observe them ; and I will, That they have

power over the three toparchies that are added

to Judea ; and it shall be in the power of the

high priest to take care that no one Jew shall

have any other temple for worship but only that

at Jerusalem. I bequeath also, out of my own

revenues, yearly, for the expenses about the

sacrifices, one hundred and fifty

thousand [drachmae] ; and what Demetriui

money is to spare, I will that it bequeaths the

shall be your own. I also release peies *

to you those ten thousand
**" cei '

drachmae which the kings re-

ceived from the temple, because they appertain

to the priests that minister in that temple. And
whosoever shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem,
or to the places thereto belonging, or who owe

the king money, or are there on any other ac-

count, let them be set free, and let their goods
be in safety. I also give you leave to repair and

rebuild your temple, and that all be done at my
expenses. I also allow you to build the walls of

your city, and to erect high towers, and that they
be erected at my charge. And if there be any
fortified town that would be convenient for the

Jewish country to have very strong, let it be so

built at my expenses."

4. THIS WAS what Demetrius promised and

granted to the Jews, by this letter. But king
Alexander raised a great army of mercenary sol-

diers, and of those that deserted to him out of

Syria, and made an expedition against Deme-
trius. And when it was come to a battle, the

left wing of Demetrius put those who opposed
them to flight, and pursued them a great way,
and slew many of them, and spoiled their camp :

but the right wing, where Demetrius happened
to be, was beaten ; and as for all the rest, they

ran away : but Demetrius fought courageously,

and slew a great many of the enemy : but as he

was in pursuit of the rest, his horse carried him

into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out,

and there it happened, that upon his horses's

falling down, he could not escape being killed ;

for when his enemies saw what

had befallen him, they returned Death of

back, and encompassed Deme- Demetrlni.

trius round, and they all threw

their darts at him ; but he, being now on foot,

fought bravely : but at length he received so

many wounds, that he was not able to bear up

any longer, but fell. And this is the end that

Demetrius came to, when he had reigned eleven

years.l as we have elsewhere related.

1 Since the rest of the historians now extant

give this Demettius thirteen years, and Jote*
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CHAPTER III.

Tkt Friendship that was between Onias and

j'tolemy Philometor ; and how Onias built

a Temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusalem.

! 1. BUT THEN the son of Onias the high-

priest, who was of the same name with his

father, and who fled to king Ptolemy, who was

called Philometor, lived now at Alexandria, as

we have said already. When this Onias saw

that Judea was oppressed by the Macedonians
and their kings, out of a desire to purchase to

himself a memorial and eternal fame, he re-

solved to send to king Ptolemy and queen

Cleopatra, to ask leave of them that he might
build a temple in Egypt like to that at Jerusa-

lem, and might ordain Levites and priests out

of their own stock. The chief reason why he

was desirous so to do, was, that he relied upon
che prophet Isaiah, who lived above six hundred

years before, and foretold that there certainly

was to be a temple built to Almighty God in

Egypt by a man that was a Jew. Onias was

elevated with this prediction ; and wrote the

following epistle to Ptolemy and Cleopatra :

"Having done many and great

Onias seeks things for you in the affairs of

leave to build the war, by the assistance of God,
a temple. and that in Celesyrla and Phenicia,

I came at length with the Jews
to Leontopolis, and to other places of your

nation, where I found that the greatest part of

your people had temples in an improper manner,

and that on this account they bare ill-will one

against another, which happens to the Egyp-
tians by reason of the multitude of their temples,

and the difference of opinions about divine

worship. Now I found a very fit place in a

castle that hath its name from the country

Diana ; this place is full of materials of several

sorts, and replenished with sacred animals
;

I

desire therefore that you will grant me leave to

purge this holy place, which belongs to no

master, and is fallen down, and to build there a

temple to Almighty God, after the pattern of

that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimensions,

that may be for the benefit of thyself, and thy

wife and children, that those Jews who dwell in

Egypt may have a place whither they may
come and meet together in mutual harmony
one with another, and be subservient to thy

advantages ; for the prophet Isaiah foretold

That
'
there should be an altar in Egypt to the

Lord God :

' 1 and many other such things did he

prophesy relating to that place."

pints only eleven years, Dean Prideaux does

not amiss in ascribing to hint the mean numbei

twelve.

1 // seems to me, contrary to the opinion oj

Josephus, and of the moderns, both Jews and

Christians, that this prophecy of Isaiah, xix.

it), etc.,
" In that day there shall be an altar

to the Lard in the midst of the land of Egypt"
etc., directlyforetold the building of this temple

of Onias in Egypt, and was a sufficient warran t

to the yewsfor building it, andforworshipping
iiw true God, the God of Israel, therein. Set

2. AND THIS was what Onias wrote to

king Ptolemy. Now any one may observe his

piety, and that of his sister and wife Cleopatra,

by that epistle which they wrote in answer to it
;

for they laid the blame and the transgression

of the law upon the head of Onias. And this

was their reply :
"
King Ptolemy and queen

Cleopatra to Onias, send greeting. We have

read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave

to be given to thee to purge that temple which

is fallen down at Leontopolis, in the Nomus of

Heliopolis, and which is named
from the country Bubastis ; on Leave granted

which account we cannot but to build a

wonder that it should be pleasing temple,

to God to have a temple erected

in a place so unclean, and so full of sacred

animals ; but since thou sayest that Isaiah the

Antiq. Rev. it. p. 755, and that God seems to

have soon better accepted of the sacrifices and

prayers here offered him than those at Jerusa-

lem ; see the note on ch. x. sect. 7. And truly

the marks of Jewish corruption or interpolation

in this text, in order to discourage their people

from approving of the worship ofGod here, are

very strong, and highly deserve our considera-

tion and correction. The foregoing verse in

Isaiah runs thus in our common copies :
" In

that day skill five cities in the land ofEgypt

speak the language of Canaan "
[the Hebrew

language ; shall be full of Jews, -whose sacred

books were in Hebrew},
" and swear to theLord

of Hosts" One [for the first} shall be called

"the City of Destruction," Isa. xx. IS. A
strange name "

City ofDestruction," upon so

joyful an occasion I and a name never heard of

in the land of Egypt, or perhaps in any other

nation. The old reading was evidently the

City of the Sun, or Heliopolis ; and Onkelos, in

effect, and Symmachus, with the Arabic ver-

sion, entirely confess that to be the true read-

ing. The Septuagint also, though they have

the text disguised in the common copies, and

call it Asedek, the City of Righteousness; yet

in two or three other copies the Hebrew word

itselffor the Sun, Ackares, or Thares, is pr,:-

lervetf. And since Onias insists with the king

and qveen that Isaiah's prophecy contained

many ather predictions relating to this place

besides the words recited, it is highly probable

tha* these were especially meant by him ; and

that one main reason why he applied this pre-

diction ty himself, and to his prefecture of He-

liopolis, ijhich Dean Prideaux wellproves was
in that part ofEgypt, and why he chose to build

in that prefecture of Heliopolis, though other-

wise an improper place, was this: That the

same authority that he had for btiilding this

temple in Egypt, the very same he had fo*

building it in his own prefecture of Heliopoiis

also ; which he desired to do, and which he did

accordingly. Dean Prideaux has much ado to

avoid seeing this corruption of the Hebrew ;

but it being in support ofhis own opinion about

this temple, he durst not see it; and indeed he

reasons here in the most injudicious manne>

possible. See him at the year 149.
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prophet foretold this long ago, we give thee leave

to do it, if it may be done according to your

law, and so that we may not appear to have at

all offended God herein."

3. SO ONIAS took the place, and built a

temple, and an altar to God, like indeed to that in

Jerusalem, but smaller and poorer. I do not think

it proper for me now to describe its dimensions,

or its vessels, which have been already described

in my seventh book of the Wars of the Jews.

However, Onias found other Jews like to him-

self, together with priests and Levites, that

there performed divine service. But we have

said enough about this temple.

4. NOW IT came to pass that the Alexan-

drian Jews, and those Samaritans who paid

their worship to the temple that was built in

the days of Alexander at mount Gerizzim,

did now make a sedition one

Sedition of the against another, and disputed
Jews. about their temples before Ptolemy

himself, the Jews saying that,

according to the law of Moses, the temple was
to be built at Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans

saying that it was to be built at Gerizzim.

They desired therefore the king to sit with his

friends and hear the debates about these matters,
and punish those with death who were baffled.

Now Sabbeus and Theodosius managed the

argument for the Samaritans, and Andronicus,
the son of Messalamus, for the people of Jerusa-
lem ; and they took an oath by God and the

king, to make their demonstrations according to

the law
;
and they desired of Ptolemy, that

whomsoever he should find that transgressed
what they had sworn to, he would put him to

death. Accordingly, the king took several of

his friends into the council, and sat down, in

order to hear what the pleaders said. Now the

Jews that were at Alexandria were in great con-

cern for those men, whose lot it was to contend

for the temple at Jerusalem ; for they took it

very ill that any should take away the reputa-
tion of that temple, which was so ancient and so

celebrated all over the habitable earth. Nowwhen
Sabbeus and Theodosius had given leave to

Andronicus to speak first, he began to demon-
strate out of the law, and out of the succession

of the high priests, how they every one in succes-

sion from his father had received that dignity,

and ruled over the temple ;
and how all the

kings of Asia had honoured that temple with

their donations, and with the most splendid gifts

dedicated thereto : but as for that at Gerizzim,
he made no account of it, nor regarded it, as if it

had never had a being. By this speech, and other

arguments, Andronicus persuaded the king to

determine that the temple at Jerusalem was

built according to the laws of Moses,l and to put

1 A very unfair disputation this I while the

Jewish disputant, knowing that he could not

properly prove out of the Pentateuch, that "
the

place which the Lord their God shall choose to

place his name there," so often referred to in

the book of Deuteronomy, -was Jerusalem any
more than Gerizzim, that being not determined

till the days of David, Antiq. b. vii. ck. xii.

Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. And these

were the events that befell the Jews at Alexandria

in the days of Ptolemy Philometor.

CHAPTER IV.

How Alexander honoured Jonathan after an

extraordinary Manner ; and how De-

metrius, the Son of Demetrius, overcame
A lexander, and made a League of Friend-

ship with Jonathan.

1. DEMETRIUS BEING thus slain in

battle, as we have above related, Alexander took

the kingdom of Syria; and wrote to Ptolemy
Philometor, and desired his daughter in

marriage ; and said it was but just that he
should be joined in affinity to one that had now
received the principality of his forefathers, and
had been promoted to it by God's providence, and
had conquered Demetrius ; and that was on
other accounts not unworthy of being related

to him. Ptolemy received this proposal of

marriage gladly ; and wrote him an answer,

saluting him on account of his having received

the principality of his forefathers ; and promising
him that he would give him his daughter in

marriage : and assured him that he was coming
to meet him at Ptolemais, and desired that he

would there meet him, for that he

would accompany her from Egypt Alexander
so far, and would there marry marries

his child to him. When Ptolemy Ptolemy'i

had written thus, he came sud- daughter,

denly to Ptolemais, and brought
his cousin Cleopatra along with him : and as he

found Alexander there before him, as he desired

him to come, he gave him his child in marriage,
and for her portion gave her as much silver and

gold as became such a king to give.

2. WHEN THE wedding was over, Alex-

sect. 3, proves only, what the Samaritans did

not deny, that the temple at Jeiusalem was
much more ancient, and much more celebrated

and honoured than that at Gerizzim ; which
was nothing to the present purpose, the whole

evidence, by the very oaths of both parties,

being, we see, obliged to be confined to the law

of Moses, or to the Pentateuch alone. However,

worldly policy and interest, and the multitude

prevailing, the court gave sentence, as usual,
on the stronger side, and poor Sabbeus and

Theodosius, the Samaritan disputants, were

martyred, and this, so far as appears, -without

any direct hearing at all ; which is like the

usual practice of such political courts about

matters ofreligion. Our copies say that the body

of the Jews were in agreat concern about those

men (in theplural) who were to disputefor their

temple at Jerusalem; -whereas it seems here

they had but one disputant, Andronicus by
name : perhaps more were prepared to speak on

the Jews' side ; but the first having answered
to his name, and overcome the Samaritans,
there was no necessityfor any other defender oj

the Jerusalem temple.
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ander wrote to Jonathan, the high priest, and

desired him to come to Ptolemais.

Alexander So when he came to these kings,

honours and had made them magnificent
Jonathan,

presents, he was honoured by them

both. Alexander compelled him

also to put off his own garment, and to take a

purple garment, and made him sit with him in

his throne ; and commanded his captains that

they should go with him into the middle of the

city and proclaim, that it was not permitted to

any one to speak against him, or to give him

any disturbance. And when the captains

had thus done, those that were prepared to

accuse Jonathan, and who bore him ill-will,

when they saw the honour that was done him

by proclamation, and that by the king's order,

ran away, and were afraid lest some mischief

should befall them. Nay, king Alexander was
so very kind to Jonathan, that he set him down
as the principal of his friends.

3. BUT THEN upon the hundred and sixty-

fifth year, Demetrius, the son of Demetrius,
came from Crete with a great number of merce-

nary soldiers, which Lasthenes, the Cretan,

brought him, and sailed to Cilicia. This thing
cast Alexander into great concern and disorder

when he heard it ; so he made haste immediately
out of Phenicia and came to Antioch, that he

might put matters in a safe posture there before

Demetrius should come. He also left Apol-
lonius Dausl governor of Celesyria, who coming
to Jamnia with a great army, sent to Jonathan,
the high priest, and told him that it was not

right that he alone should live at rest, and with

authority, and not be subject to the king ; that

this thing had made him a reproach among all

men, that he had not yet made him subject to

the king.
" Do not thou there-

Jonathan fore deceive thyself, and sit still

Invited to among the mountains, and pre-
fl8ht- tend to have forces with thee ; but

ifthou hast any dependence on thy

strength, come down into the plain and let our
armies be compared together, and the event of

the battle will demonstrate which of us is the

most courageous. However, take notice, that

the most valiant men of every city are in my army,
and that these are the very men who have always
beaten thy progenitors ; but let us have the

battle in such a place of the country where we
may fight with weapons, and not with stones,

and where there may be no place whither those

that are beaten may fly."

4. WITH THIS Jonathan was irritated;

and choosing himself out ten thousand of his

soldiers, he went out of Jerusalem in haste, with

1 Of the several ApoHonii about these ages,

see Dean Prideaux at the year 148. This

Apollonius Daus was, by his account, the son of
that Apollonius who had been made governor of
Celesyria and Phenicia by Seleucus Philopatet,
and was himself a confidant of his son Deme-
trius the father, and restored to his father's

government by him, but afterwards revolted

from hint to Alexander; but not to Demetrius

the son, as he suppose*.

his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and

pitched his camp on the outside of the city,

because the people of Joppa had shut their gates

against him, for they had a garrison in the city

put there by Apollonius ; but when Jonathan
was preparing to besiege them, they were afraid

he would take them by force, and so they opened
the gates to him ; but Apollonius, when he

heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, took

three thousand horsemen, and eight thousand

foot-men, and came to Ashdod, and removing

thence, he made his journey silently and slowly,

and going up to Joppa, he made as if he was re-

tiring from the place, and so drew Jonathan into

the plain, as valuing himself highly upon his

horsemen, and having his hopes of victory

principally in them. However,

Jonathan sallied out, and pursued Jonathan

Apollonius to Ashdod ; but as soon pursues

as Apollonius perceived that his Apollonlus.

enemy was in the plain, he came
back and gave him battle

;
but Apollonius had

laid a thousand horsemen in ambush in a valley,

that they might be seen by their enemies as behind

them ; which when Jonathan perceived, he was

under no consternation, but ordering his army
to stand in a square battle array, he gave them

a charge to fall on the enemy on both sides, and

set them to face those that attacked them

both before and behind ; and while the fight

lasted till the evening, he gave part of his forces

to his brother Simon, and ordered him to attack

the enemies, but for himself, he charged those

that were with him to cover themselves with

their armour, and receive the darts of the horse-

men, who did as they were commanded : so that

the enemy's horsemen, while they threw their

darts till they had no more left, did them no

harm, for the darts that were thrown did not

enter into their bodies, being thrown upon the

shields, that were united and conjoined together,

the closeness of which easily overcame the force

of the darts, and they flew about without any

effect; but when the enemy grew remiss in

throwing their darts from morning till late at

night, Simon perceived their weariness, and fell

upon the body of men before him ; and because

his soldiers showed great alacrity, he put the

enemy to flight : and when the horsemen

saw that the foot-men ran away,

neither did they stay themselves, Defeat of

but they being very weary, by Apollonius.

the duration of the fight till the

evening, and their hope from the foot-men being

quite gone, they basely ran away, and in great

confusion also, till they were separated one from

another, and scattered over all the plain.' Upon
which Jonathan pursued them as far as Ashdod,

and slew a great many of them, and compelled

the rest, in despair of escaping, to fly to the

temple of Dagon, which was at Ashdod : but

Jonathan took the city on the first onset, and

burnt it and the villages about it ; nor did he

abstain from the temple of Dagon itself, but

burnt it also, and destroyed those that fled to it.

Now the entire multitude of the enemies that

fell in the battle, and were consumed in the

temple, were eight thousand. When Jonathan
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therefore had overcome so great an army, he re-

moved from Ashdod, and came to Askelon ; and

when he had pitched his camp without the city,

the people of Askelon came out and met him,

bringing him hospitable presents, and honouring

him
;
so he accepted of their kind intentions, and

returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal

of prey, which he brought thence when he con-

quered his enemies ;
but when Alexander heard

that Apollonius the general of hisarmy was beaten,

he pretended to be glad of it, because he had

fought with Jonathan his friend and ally against

his directions. Accordingly, he sent to Jona-

than, and gave testimony to his worth ; and gave
him honorary rewards, as a golden button,! which

it is the custom to give the king's kinsmen
; and

allowed him Ekron and its toparchy for his own
inheritance.

5. ABOUT THIS time it was that king

Ptolemy, who was called Philometor, led an

army, part by sea and part by land, and came
to Syria, to the assistance of Alexander, who
was his son-in-law ; and accordingly all the cities

received him willingly, as Alexander had com-

manded them to do, and conducted him as far

as Ashdod ; where they all made loud complaints
about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt,
-<nd accused Jonathan of having laid it waste,

and destroyed the country adjoin-

Ptolemy ing with fire, and slain a great
honours number of them. Ptolemy heard

Jonathan, these accusations, but said no-

thing. Jonathan also went to

meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa, and obtained

from him hospitable presents, and those glorious

in their kinds, with all the marks of honour;
and when he had conducted him as far as the

river called Eleutherus, he returned again to Je-
rusalem.

6. BUT AS Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he

was very near to a most unexpected destruction ;

for a treacherous design was laid for his life by
Alexander, by the means of Ammonius, who was
his friend ; and as the treachery was very plain,

Ptolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of

him that he should bring Ammo-
Treachery of nius to condign punishment, in-

Alexander. forming him what snares had
been laid for him by Ammonius,

and desired that he might be accordingly

punished for it ;
but when Alexander did not

comply with his demands, he perceived that it

was he himself who laid the design, and was

very angry at him. Alexanderhad also formerly
been on very ill terms with the people of Antioch,
for they had suffered very much by his means :

yet did Ammonius at length undergo the punish-
ment his insolent crimes had deserved, for he
was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a

woman, while he endeavoured to conceal himself

in a feminine habit, as we have elsewhere re-

lated.

7. HEREUPON PTOLEMY blamed him-

1 Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Pheni-

cinns and Romans used to reward such as had
deserved well ofthem, ly presenting to them a

%old button. See ch. v. sect. 4.

self for having given his daughter in marriage to

Alexander, and for the league he had made
with him to assist him against Demetrius ; so he

dissolved his relation to him, and took his

daughter away from him, and immediately sent

to Demetrius, and offered to make a league of

mutual assistance and friendship with him, and

agreed with him to give him his daughter in

marriage, and to restore him to the principality
of his fathers. Demetrius was well pleased
with this embassage, and accepted of his

assistance, and of the marriage of his daughter :

but Ptolemy had still more one hard task to do,

and that was to persuade the people of Antioch

to receive Demetrius, because they were greatly

displeased at him, on account of the injuries his

father Demetrius had done them ; yet did he

bring this about ; for as the people of Antioch

hated Alexander on Ammonius's

account, as we have shown Alexander

already, they were easily pre- expelled from

vailed with to cast him out of Antioch.

Antioch ; who, thus expelled out

of Antioch, came into Cilicia. Ptolemy came
then to Antioch, and was made king by its inhab-

itants, and by the army ; so that he was forced

to put on two diadems, the one of Asia, the other

of Egypt ; but being naturally a good and a

righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged
to others, and besides these dispositions, being

also a wise man in reasoning about futurities, he

determined to avoid the envy of the Romans, so

he called the people of Antioch together to an

assembly, and persuaded them to receive De-

metrius ; and assured them that he would not

be mindful of what they did to his father in case

he should be now obliged by them ; and he

undertook that he would himself be a good
monitor and governor to him ; and promised

that he would not permit him to attempt any bad

actions ; but that for his own part, he was con-

tented with the kingdom of Egypt. By which dis-

course he persuaded the people of Antioch to

receive Demetrius.

8. BUT NOW Alexander made haste with

a numerous and great army, and came out oi

Cilicia into Syria, and burnt the country belong-

ing to Antioch, and pillaged it ; whereupon

Ptolemy, and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought

their army against him (for he had already given

him his daughter in marriage) and beat Alex-

ander, and put him to flight ; accordingly he

fled into Arabia. Now, it happened in the time

of the battle that Ptolemy's horse, upon hearing

the noise of an elephant, cast him off his back,

and threw him on the ground ; upon the sight of

which accident his enemies fell upon him, and

gave him many wounds upon his head, and

brought him into danger of death, for when his

guards caught him up he was so very ill, that for

four days' time he was not able either to under-

stand or speak. However, Zabdiel,

a prince among the Arabians, Alexander

cut off Alexander's head and sent beheaded,

it to Ptolemy, who recovering of

his wounds, and returning to his understanding,

on the fifth day, heard at once a most agreeable

hearing, and saw a most agreeable sight, which
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were the death and the head of Alexander; yet a

little after this his joy for the death of Alex-

ander, with which he was so greatly satisfied,

he also departed this life. Now Alexander, who
was called Balas, reigned over Asia five years,

as we have elsewhere related.

9. BUT WHEN Demetrius, who was styled

Nicator.l had taken the kingdom, he was so

wicked as to treat Ptolemy's soldiers very hardly,

neither remembering the league of mutual

assistance that was between them, nor that he

was his son-in-law and kinsman, by Cleopatra's

marriage to him ; so the soldiers fled from his

wicked treatment to Alexandria ; but Demetrius

kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high

priest levied an army out of all Judea, and

attacked the citadel at Jerusalem, and besieged

it ; it was held by a garrison of Macedonians,

and by some of those men who had deserted the

custom of their forefathers. These men at first

despised the attempts of Jonathan for taking the

place, as depending on its strength ; but some

of those wicked men went out

Jonathan by night, and came to Demetrius,

besieges the and informed him, that the citadel

citadel. was besieged ; who was irritated

with what he heard, and took his

army and came from Antioch, against Jonathan.

And when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him,

and commanded him to come to him quickly to

Ptolemais : upon which Jonathan did not inter-

mit the siege of the citadel, but took with him

the elders of the people, and the priests, and

carried with him gold, and silver, and garments,

and a great number of presents of friendship, and

came to Demetrius, and presented him with

them, and thereby pacified the king's anger.

So he was honoured by him, and received from

him the confirmation of his high priesthood, as

he had possessed it by the grants of the kings his

predecessors. And when the Jewish deserters

accused him, Demetrius was so far from giving

credit to them, that when he petitioned him that

he would demand no more than three hundred

talents for the tribute of all Judea, and the three

toparchies of Samaria, and Perea, and Galilee,

he complied with the proposal, and gave him
a letter confirming all those grants ; whose
contents were as follows :

"
King Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and

to the nation of the Jews, sendeth greeting. We
have sent you a copy of that epistle which we
have written to Lasthenes our kinsman, that you

may know its contents."
"
King Demetrius to

Lasthenes our father, sendeth

Demetrius greeting. I have determined to

favours the return thanks, and to show favour

Jewi. to the nation of the Jews, who
hath observed the rules of justice

in our concern. Accordingly, I remit to them

the three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda, and

1 This name, Demetrius Nicator, or Deme-
trius the Conqueror, is so written on his coins

itill extant, as Hudson and Spanheim injorm
tts ; the latter ofwhom gives us here the entire

inscription,
"
King Demetrius the God, Phila-

delphus, Nicator,"

Ramatha, which have been added to Judea out

of Samaria, with their appurtenances : as also

what the kings my predecessors received from
those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem, and
what are due from the fruits of the earth, and of

the trees, and what else belongs to us ; with the

salt-pits and the crowns that used to be pre-

sented to us. Nor shall they be compelled to

pay any of these taxes from this time to all futu-

rity. Take care, therefore, that a copy of this

epistle be taken, and given to Jonathan, and
be set up in an eminent place of their holy

temple." And these were the contents of this

writing. And now when Demetrius saw that

there was peace everywhere, and that there was
no danger, nor fear of war, he disbanded the

greatest part of his army, and diminished their

pay, and even retained in pay no others than

such foreigners as came up with him from Crete,
and from the other islands. However, this pro-

cured him ill-will and hatred from the soldiers :

on whom he bestowed nothing from this time,

while the kings before him used to pay them in

time of peace, as they did before, that they

might have their good-will, and that they might
be very ready to undergo the difficulties of war,
if any occasion should require it.

CHAPTER V.

How Trypho, after he had beaten Demetrius,

delivered the Kingdom to Antiochus,the son

ofAlexander, andgained Jonathan for his

Assistant; and concerning the Actionsand
Embassies of Jonathan.

1. NOW THERE was a certain commander

of Alexander's forces, an Apamian by birth,

whose name was Diodotus, and was also called

Trypho, took notice of the ill-will the soldiers

bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the

Arabian, who brought up Antiochus. the son of

Alexander, and told him what tt'-wUl the army
bare Demetrius, and persuaded him to give him

Antiochus, because he would make him king,

and recover to him the kingdom
of his father. Malchus at the first Scheme to

opposed him in this attempt, be- crown

cause he could not believe him; Antiochus.

but when Trypho lay hard at Hro

for a long time, he over-persuadeuhim to comply

with Trypho's intentions and entreaties. And

this was the state Trypho was now in.

2. BUT JONATHAN the high priest, being

desirous to get clear of those that were in the

citadel of Jerusalem, and of the Jewish deserters

and wicked men, as well as of those in all the

garrisons in the country, sent presents and am-

bassadors to Demetrius, and en-

treated him to take away his jonatl an i3ndt

soldiers out of the strong-holds of soldiers to

Judea. Demetrius made answer, Demetrius,

that after the war, which he was

now deeply engaged in, was over, he would not

only grant him that, but greater things than that

also ; and he desired he would send him some

assistance ; and informed him that his army had

deserted him. So Jonathan chose out three
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thousand of his soldiers, and sent them to

Demetrius.

8. NOW THE people of Antioch hated

Demetrius, both on account of what mischief he
had himselfdone them, and because they were his

enemies also on account of his father Demetrius,
who had greatly abused them ; so they watched

some opportunity which they might lay hold on,

to fall upon him. And when they were informed

of the assistance that was coming to Demetrius

from Jonathan, and considered at the same time

that he would raise a numerous army, unless

they prevented him and seized upon him, they
took their weapons immediately,

Revolt against and encompassed his palace in the

Demetrius, way of a siege, and seizing upon
all the ways of getting out, they

sought to subdue their king. And when he saw

that the people of Antioch were become his

bitter enemies, and that they were thus in arms,

he took the mercenary soldiers which he had

with him, and those Jews who were sent by

Jonathan, and assaulted the Antiochians ; but

he was overpowered by them, for there were

many ten thousands, and was beaten. But when

the Jews saw that the Antiochians were superior,

they went up. to the top of the palace, and shot at

them from thence ;
and because they were so re-

mote from them by their height, that they suffered

nothing on their side, but did great execution on

the others, as fighting from such an elevation,

they drove them out of the adjoining houses,

and immediately set them on fire, whereupon
the flame spread itself over the whole city, and

burnt it all down. This happened by reason of

the closeness of the houses, and because they

were generally built of wood : so the Antiochians,

when they were not able to help themselves, nor

to stop the fire, were put to flight.

Antiochians And as the Jews leaped from the

put to flight, top of one house to the top of an-

other, and pursued them after that

manner, it thence happened that the pursuit was

very surprising. But when the king saw that

the Antiochians were very busy in saving their

children and their wives, and so did not fight any

longer, he fell upon them in the narrow passages,

and fought them, and slew a great number of

them, till at last they were forced to throw down
their arms, and to deliver themselves up to

Demetrius. So he forgave them this their in-

solent behaviour, and put an end to the sedition :

ind when he had given rewards to the Jews out

v)f the rich spoils he had gotten, and had returned

them thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent

them away to Jerusalem to Jonathan, with an

ample testimony of the assistance they had

afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man to

Jonathan afterward, and broke

Demetrius the promises he had made : and
breaks his he threatened that he would make
promises. war UpOn him, unless he would

pay all that tribute which the

Jewish nation owed to the first kings [of Syria].

And this he had done, if Trypho had not hin-

dered him, and diverted his preparations against

Jonathan to a concern for his own preservation
for he now returned out of Arabia into Syria,

with the child Antiochus, for he was yet in age bul

a youth, and put the diadem on his head : and as

the whole forces that had left Demetrius, be-

cause they had no pay, came to his assistance,

he made war upon Demetrius, and joining battle

with him, overcame him in the fight, and took

from him both his elephants and the city

Antioch.

4. DEMETRIUS, UPON this defeat, re-

tired into Cilicia : but the child Antiochus sent

ambassadors and an epistle to Jonathan, and
made him his friend and confede-

rate, and confirmed to him the Antiochus

high priesthood and yielded up to sends presents

him the four prefectures which had to Jonathan,

been added to Judea. Moreover,
he sent him vessels and cups of gold, and a

purple garment, and gave him leave to use them.

He also presented him with a golden button, and

styled him one of his principal friends ;
and

appointed his brother Simon to be the general

over the forces, from the Ladder of Tyre unto

Egypt. So Jonathan was so pleased with these

grants made him by Antiochus, that he sent

ambassadors to him and to Trypho, and pro-

fessed himself to be their friend and confederate,
and said he would join with him in a war against

Demetrius, informing him that he had made no

proper returns for the kindnesses he had done

him; for that when he had received many marks of

kindness from him, when he stood in great need

of them, he, for such good turns, had requited

him with farther injuries.

5. SO ANTIOCHUS gave Jonathan leave

to raise himself a numerous army out of Syria

and Phenicia, and to make war against De-

metrius's generals ; whereupon he went in haste

to the several cities, which received him splen-

didly indeed, but put no forces into his hands.

And when he was come from thence to Askelon,

the inhabitants of Askelon came and brought him

presents, and met him in a splendid manner.

He exhorted them, and every one

of the cities of Celesyria, to for- Jonathan
sake Demetrius, and to join with promotes

Antiochus, and in assisting him, the cause of

to endeavour to punish Deme- Antiochus.

trius for what offences he had

been guilty of against themselves
;
and told

them there were many reasons for that their

procedure, if they had a mind so to do. And
when he had persuaded those cities to promise
their assistance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza,
in order to induce them also to be friends to

Antiochus ;
but he found the inhabitants of Gaza

much more alienated from him than he expected,
for they had shut their gates against him ; and

although they had deserted Demetrius, they
had not resolved to join themselves to Antiochus.

This provoked Jonathan to besiege them, and
to harass their country ; for as he set a part of

his army round about Gaza itself, so with the

rest he over-ran their land and spoiled it, and
burnt what was in it. When the inhabitants of

Gaza saw themselves in this state of affliction,

and that no assistance came from Demetrius,
that what distressed them was at hand, but what
should profit them was still at a great distance.
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and it was uncertain whether it would come at

all or not, they thought it would be prudent
conduct to leave off any longer continuance with

him, and to cultivate friendship with the other
;

so they sent to Jonathan, and professed they
wo aid be his friends, and afford him assistance :

for such is the temper of men,

People of that before they have had the

Gaza seek trial of great afflictions, they do
assistance. not understand what is for their

advantage ;
but when they find

themselves under such afflictions, they then

change their minds, and what it had been better

for them to have done before they had been at

all damaged, they choose to do, but not till after

they have suffered such damages. However, he

ntade a league of friendship with them, and took

ftv.m them hostages for their performance of it,

and sent these hostages to Jerusalem, while he

wtnt himself over all the country as far as

Damascus.

6. BUT WHEN he heard that the generals
of Demetrius's forces were come to the city

Cadesh with a numerous army (the place lies

between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee), for

they supposed they should hereby draw him
out of Syria, in order to preserve Galilee, and

that he would not overlook the Galileans, who
were his own people, when war was made upon
them, he went to meet them, having left Simon

in Judea, who raised as great an
Bethsura army as he was able out of the

besieged. country, and then sat down before

Bethsura, and besieged it, that

being the strongest place in all Judea ; and a

garrison of Demetrius kept it, as we have already
related

; but as Simon was raising banks, and

bringing his engines of war against Bethsura,
and was very earnest about the siege of it, the

garrison was afraid lest the place should be taken

of Simon by force, and they put to the sword
; so

they sent to Simon, and desired the security of

his oath, that they should come to no harm from

him, and that they would leave the place, and go

away to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave them
his oath, and ejected them out of the city, and he

put therein a garrison of his own.

7. BUT JONATHAN removed out of

Galilee, and from the waters which are called

Gennesar, for there he was before encamped,
and came into the plain that is called Asor,
without knowing that the enemy was there.

When, therefore, Demetrius's men knew a day
beforehand that Jonathan was coming against

them, they lay in ambush in the mountain, who
were to assault him on the sudden, while they
themselves met him with an army in the plain ;

which army, when Jonathan saw ready to

engage Mm, he also got ready his own soldiers

for the battle as well as he was able
; but those

that were laid in ambush by Demetrius's generals

being behind them, the Jews were afraid lest

they should be caught in the midst between two

bodies and perish, so they ran away in haste,

and indeed all the rest left Jonathan, but a few

that were in number about fifty, who stayed with

him, and with them Mattathias, the son of

Absalom ; and Judas, the son of Chapseus, who

were commanders of the whole army. Thesa
marched boldly and like men

desperate, against the enemy, and Jonathan

so pushed them that by their defeats

courage they daunted them, and Demetrius,

with their weapons in their hands

they put them to flight ; and when those soldiers

of Jonathan that had retired, saw the enemy
giving way, they got together after their flight,

and pursued them with great violence ; and
this did they as far as Cadesh, where th

camp of the enemy lay.

8. JONATHAN HAVING thus gotten a

glorious victory, and slain two thousand of the

enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So when he saw
that all his affairs prospered according to his

mind, by the providence of God, he sent ambas-
sadors to the Romans, being desirous ofrenewing
that friendship which their nation had with them

formerly. He enjoined the same ambassadors,
that, as they came back, they should go to the

Spartans, and put them in mind of their friend-

ship and kindred. So when the ambassadors
came to Rome, they came to their senate and
said what they were commanded by Jonathan
the high priest to say, how he had sent them to

confirm their friendship. The senate then con-

firmed what had been formerly
decreed concerning their fr'end- Mission to

ship with the Jews ; and gave Rome,

them letters to carry to all the

kings of Asia and Europe, and to the governors
of the cities, that they might safely conduct them
to their own country. Accordingly, as they re-

turned, they came to Sparta, and delivered the

epistle which they had received of Jonathan to

them ; a copy of which here follows : "Jonathan
the high priest of the Jewish nation, and the

senate, and body of the people of

the Jews, to the ephori and senate, Jonathan seeks

and people of the Lacedemon- an alliance

ians, send greeting. If you be witn tne Lace-

well, and both your public and <*emonlans.

private affairs be agreeable to

your mind, it is according to our wishes. We
are well also. When in former times an epistle

was bought to Onias, who was then our high priest,

from Areus, who at that time was your king,

by Demoteles, concerning the kindred that was
between us and you, a copy of which is here

subjoined, we both joyfully received the epistle,

and were well pleased with Demoteles, and

Areus, although we did not need such a demon-

stration, because we were well satisfied about it

from the sacred writings,! yet did not we think

fit first to begin the claim of this relation to you,

1 This clause is othenvise rendered in the

first book ofMaccabees, xii. g,
" For that we

have the holy books ofScripture in our hands

to comfort us." The Hebrew original being

lost, we cannot certainly judge which was the

truest version, only the coherencefavours Jose-

phus ; but if this were the Jews' meaning, that

they were satisfied out of their Bible that tht

Jews and Lacedemonians were of kin, that part

oftheh Bible is now lost ; for wefind no such

assertion in ourpresent copies.
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lest we should seem too early in taking to our-

selves the glory which is now given us by you.

It is a long time since this relation of ours to you
hath been renewed ;

and when we, upon holy
and festival days, offer sacrifices to God, we

pray to him for your preservation and victory.

As to ourselves, although we have had many
vars that have compassed us around by reason

of the covetousness of our neighbours, yet did

not we determine to be troublesome either to you
or to others that were related to us ; but since

we have now overcome our enemies, and have

occasion to send Numenius, the son of Antiochus,

and Antipater, the son of Jason, who are both

honourable men belonging to our senate, to the

Romans, we gave them this epistle to you also,

that they might renew that friendship which is

between us. You will, therefore, do well your-

selves to write to us, and send us an account of

what you stand in need of from us, since we are

in all things disposed to act according to your
desires." So the Lacedemonians received the

ambassadors kindly, and made a decree for

friendship and mutual assistance, and sent it to

them.

9. AT THIS time there were three sects

among the Jews, who had different opinions

concerning human actions ; the one was
called the sect of the Pharisees,

Sects of the another the sect of the Sadducees,
Jews. and the other the sect of the

Essens. Now for the Pharisees, 1

they say that some actions, but not all, are the

1 Those that suppose Josephus to contradict

himself in his three several accounts of the no-

tions ofthe Pharisees, this here, and that earlier

one, "which is the largest, Of the War, b. ii. ch.

oiii. sect. 14; and that later, Antiq. b. xviii.

ch. i. sect. 3; as if he sometimes said they in-

troduced an absolute fatality, and denied all

freedom of human actions, is almost -wholly

groundless ; he ever, as the very learned Casau-
bon here truly observes, asserting that tlie

Pharisees -were bet-ween the Essens and Sad-

ducees, and did so far ascribe all to fate or
Divine Providence as was consistent with the

freedom of human actions. However, their

perplexed way of talking about fate or Provi-

dence, as over-ruling all things, made it com-

monly thought they were willing to exc^lse their

sins by ascribing- them to fate, as in the Apos-
tolical Constitutions, b. vi. ch. vi. Perhaps,
under the same general name, some difference

of opinions in thispoint might bepropagated, as
is very common in all parties, especially in

points ofmetaphysical subtilty. However, our

Josephus, who in his heart was a great admirer
of the piety of the Essens, was yet in practice a

Pharisee, as he himself informs us, in his own
Life, sect. g. And his account of this doctrine

of the Pharisees, is for certain agreeable to his

awn opinion, who bothfully allowed thefreedom
ofhuman actions, andyet strongly believed tJie

powerful interposition of Divine Providence.
See concerning this -mattera remarkable clause,

Antiq. b. xvi. ch. xi. sect. J.

work of fate ; and some of them are in our own

power ; and that they are liable to fate, but are

not caused by fate. But the sect of the Essens

affirm, that fate governs all things, and that no-

thing befalls men but what is according to its

determination. And for the Sadducees, they
take away fate, and say there is no such thing,

and that the events of human affairs are not at

its disposal, but they suppose that all our actions

are in our own power, so that we are ourselves

the causes of what is good, and receive what is

evil from our own folly. However, I have given
a more exact account of these opinions in the

second book of the Jewish War.
1O. BUT NOW the generals of Demetrius

being willing to recover the defeat they had had,

gathered a greater army together than they had

before, and came against Jonathan ; but as soon

as they were informed of their coming, he went

suddenly to meet them, to the country of Hamath,
for he resolved to give them no opportunity of

coming into Judea ; so he pitched his camp at

fifty furlongs' distance from the enemy, and sent

out spies to take a view of their

camp, and after what manner they Expedition
were encamped. When his spies against

had given him full information,
Jonathan,

and had seized upon some ofthem

by night, who told him the enemy would soon

attack him, he, thus apprised beforehand, pro-
vided for his security, and placed watchmen

beyond his camp, and kept all his forces armed
all night ; and he gave them a charge to be of

good courage, and to have their minds prepared to

fight in the night-time, if they should be obliged
so to do, lest their enemies' designs should seem

concealed from them. But when Demetrius's

commanders were informed that Jonathan knew
what they intended, their counsels were dis-

ordered, and it alarmed them to find, that the

enemy had discovered those their intentions ;

nor did they expect to overcome them any other

way, now they had failed in the snares they had
laid for them; for should they hazard an open
battle, they did not think they should be a match
for Jonathan's army, so they resolved to fly : and

having lighted many fires, that when the enemy
saw them they might suppose they were there

still, they retired. But when Jonathan carr.e to

give them battle in the morning in their camp,
and found it deserted, and under-

stood they were fled, he pursued Flight of the

them ; yet he could not overtake enemy,

them, for they had already passed
over the river Eleutherus, and were out of danger.

So when Jonathan was returned thence, he went

into Arabia, and fought against the Nabateans,
and drove away a great deal of their prey, and

took [many] captives, and ;.ame to Damascus,
and there sold off what he had taken. About

the same time it was that Simon his brother

went over all Judea and Palestine, as far as

Askelon, and fortified the strong holds : and

when he had made them very strong, both

in the edifices erected, and in the garrisons

placed in them, he came to Joppa ; and when
he had taken it, he brought a great garrison into

it, for he heard that the people of Joppa were
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disposed to deliver up the city to Demetrius's

generals.

11. WHEN SIMON and Jonathan had
finished these affairs, they returned to Jerusalem,
where Jonathan gathered all the people together,

and took counsel to restore the walls ofJ erusalem,

and to rebuild the wall that encompassed the

temple, which had been thrown down, and to

make the places adjoining stronger by very high
towers ;

and besides that, to build another wall

in the midst of the city, in order to exclude the

market-place from the garrison, which was in

the citadel, and by that means to hinder them
from any plenty of provisions ; and moreover, to

make the fortresses that were in the country
much stronger, and more defen-

Proposolato
sille than they were before. And

strengthen the when these things were approved
defences of of by the multitude, as rightly
the city. proposed, Jonathan himself took

care of the building that belonged
to the city, and sent Simon away to make the

fortresses in the country more secure than

formerly. But Demetrius passed over [Euphra-

tes], and came into Mesopotamia, as desirous to

retain that country still, as well as Babylon ;
and

when he should have obtained the dominion of

the upper provinces, to lay a foundation for re-

covering his entire kingdom ; for those Greeks

and Macedonians who dwelt there, frequently

sent ambassadors to him, and promised that if

he would come to them, they would deliver

themselves up to him, and assist him in fighting

against Arsaces.l the king of the Parthians. So

he was elevated with these hopes, and came

hastily to them, as having resolved that, if he

had once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten

an army of his own, he would make war against

Trypho, and eject him out of Syria ; and the

people of that country received him with great

alacrity. So he raised forces, with which he

fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army ;

and was himself taken alive, as we have else-

where related.

CHAPTER VI.

How Jonathan -was slain by Treachery', and
how thereupon the Jews made Simon their

Generaland High Priest : what courageous

Action*he alsoperformed, especially against

Trypho.

1. NOW WHEN Trypho knew what had

befallen Demetrius, he was no longer firm to

Antiochus, but contrived by subtilty to kill him,

lind then take possession of his kingdom ; but

1 This king, who was of the famous race of
A rsaces, is both here and 1 Mac. xiv. 2, called

by the family-name Arsaces : but Appian says

his proper name was Phraates. He is here also

called by Josephus the king cf the Parthians, as

the Greeks used to call them ; but by tlie elder

author of the First Maccabees, the king of the

Persians and Medes, according to the lan-

guage of the eastern nations. See Auihent.

See. part it. p. 1108.

the fear that he was in of Jonathan was an
obstacle to this his design, for Jonathan was a

friend to Antiochus, for which cause he resolved

first to take Jonathan out of the way, and then

to set about his design relating to Antiochus ;

but he judging it best to take him off by deceit

and treachery, came from Antioch

to Bethshan, which by the Greeks Deceit oi

is called Scythopolis, at which Trypho.

place Jonathan met him with

forty thousand chosen men, for he thought that

he came to fight him ; but when he perceived
that Jonathan was ready to fight, he attempted
to gain him by presents and kind treatment, and

gave order to his captains to obey him, and

by these means were desirous to give assurance

of his good-will, and to take away all suspicions
out of his mind, that so he might make him
careless and inconsiderate, and might take him
when he was unguarded. He also advised him
to dismiss his army, because there was no

occasion for bringing it with him, when there was
no war, but all was in peace. However, he
desired him to retain a few about him, and go
with him to Ptolemais, for that he would deliver

the city up to him, and would bring all the

fortresses that were in the country under his do-

minion ; and he told him that he came with those

very designs.

2. YET DID not Jonathan suspect any thing
at all by this his management, but believed that

Trypho gave him this advice out of kindness,
ana with a sincere design. Accordingly,*

5
he

dismissed his army, and retained no more than

three thousand of them with him, and left two
thousand in Galilee ; and he hirasslf, with one

thousand, came with Trypho to Ptolemais : but

when the people of Ptolemais had
shut their gates, as it had been Jonathan
commanded by Trypho to do, he taken

took Jonathan alive, and slew ail prisoner,

that were with him. He also sent

soldiers against those two thousand that were
left in Galilee, in order to destroy them : but

those men having heard the report of what had

happened to Jonathan, they prevented the execu-

tion, and before those that were sent by Trypho
came, they covered themselves with their armour,
and went away out of the country. Now when
those that were sent against them saw that they
were ready to fight for their lives, they gave them
no disturbance, but returned back to Trypho.

3. BUT WHEN the people of Jerusalem
heard that Jonathan was taken, and that the

soldiers who were with him were

destroyed, they deplored his sad Jews deplore

fate ;
and there was earnest inquiry Jonathan's

made about him by every body,
*^te -

and a great and just fear fell upon
them, and made them sad, lest now they were

deprived of the courage nnd conduct of Jonathan,
the nations about them should bear them ill-will ;

and as they were before quiet on account of Jona-

than, they should now rise up against them, and

by making war with them, should force them

into the utmost dangers. And indeed what

they suspected really befell them ;
for when

those nations heard of the death of Jonathan,



346 ANTIQUITIES.

they began to make war with the Jews as now
destitute of a governor ; and Trypho himself

got an army together, and had an intention to

go up to Judea, and make war against its in-

habitants. But when Simon saw that the people
of Jerusalem were terrified at the circumstances

they were in, he desired to make a speech to

them, and thereby to render them more resolute

in opposing Trypho when he should come against
them. He then called the people together into

the temple, and thence began thus to encourage
them :

" O my countrymen, you are not igno-
rant that our father, myself, and my brethren,
have ventured to hazard our lives, and that

willingly, for the recovery of your liberty ;

since I have therefore such plenty of examples
before me, and we of our family have determined
with ourselves to die for our laws and our

divine worship, there shall no terror be so

great as to banish this resolution

Simon offers from our souls, nor to introduce

to lead the in its place a love of life, and a
Jews. contempt of glory. Do you

therefore follow me with alacrity

whithersoever I shall lead you, as not destitute

of such a captain as is willing to suffer, and to

do the greatest things for you ; for neither am I

better than my brethren that I should be sparing
of my own life, nor so far worse than they as to

avoid and refuse what they thought the most
honourable of all things, I mean, to undergo
death for your laws, and for that worship of God
which is peculiar to you ; I will therefore give
such proper demonstrations as will show that I

am their own brotb.tr ; and I am so bold as to

expect that I shall avenge their blood upon our

enemies, and deliver you all, with your wives
and children, from the injuries they intend

against you, and, with God's assistance, to pre-
serve your temple from destruction by them

; for

I see that these nations have you in contempt,
as being without a governor, and that they thence

are encouraged to make war against you."
4. BY THIS speech of Simon he inspired the

multitude with courage ; and as they had before

been dispirited through fear, they were now
raised to a good hope of better

Simon ap- things, insomuch that the whole

pointed leader, multitude of the people cried out

all at once, that Simon should be

leader; and that instead of Judas and Jonathan
his brethren, he should have the government
over them ;

and they promised that they would

readily obey him in whatsoever he should com-
mand them. So he got together immediately
all his own soldiers that were fit for war, and
made haste in rebuilding the walls of the city,

and strengthening them by very high and strong

towers, and sent a friend of his, one Jonathan,
the son of Absalom, to Joppa, and gave him
order to eject the inhabitants out of the city, for

he was afraid lest they should deliver up the city
to Trypho ; but he himself stayed to secure Jeru-
salem.

5. BUT TRYPHO removed from Ptolemais

with a great army, and came into Judea, and

brought Jonathan with him in bonds. Simon
also met him with his army at the city Adida,

which is upon a hill, and beneath it lie th

plains of Judea. And when

Trypho knew that Simon was by Trypho enters

the Jews made their governor Judea.

he sent to him, and would have

imposed upon him by deceit and treachery, and

desired, if he would have his brother Jonathan
released, that he would send him a hundred
talents of silver, and two of Jonathan's sons as

hostages, that when he shall be released, he may
not make Judea revolt from the

king ; for that at present he was Trypho'i
kept in bonds on account of the treacherous

money he had borrowed of the offers,

king, and now owed it to him.
But Simon was aware of the craft of Trypho ; and

although he knew that if he gave him the money
he should lose it, and that Trypho would not

set his brother free, and withal should deliver

the sons of Jonathan to the enemy, yet because
he was afraid thathe should have a calumny raised

against him among the multitude as the cause
of his brother's death, if he neither gave the

money, nor sent Jonathan's sons, he gathered
his army together, and told them what offers

Trypho had made
; and added this, that the

offers were ensnaring and treacherous, and

yet that it was more eligible to send the money
and Jonathan's sons, than to be liable to the

imputation of not complying with Trypho's
offers, and thereby refusing to save his brother.

Accordingly, Simon sent the sons of Jonathan
and the money ; but when Trypho had received

them, he did not keep his promise, nor set Jona-
than free, but took his army, and went about
all the country, and resolved to go afterward
to Jerusalem, by thg way of Idumea, whil

Simon went over-against him with his army,
and all along pitched his own camp over-against
his.

6. BUT WHEN those that were in the citadel

had sent to Trypho and besought him to make
haste and come to them, and to send them pro-

visions, he prepared his cavalry as though he
would be at Jerusalem that very night ;

but so

great a quantity of snow fell in the night, that it

covered the roads, and made them so deep, that

there was no passing, especially for the cavalry.
This hindered him from coming to Jerusalem ;

whereupon Trypho removed thence, and came
into Celesyria, and falling vehem-

ently upon the land of Gilead, he Jonathan
slew Jonathan there

; and when is slain,

he had given order for his burial,

he returned himself to Antioch. However
Simon sent some to the city Basca to bring away
his brother's bones, and buried them in their own

city Modin ; and all the people made great
lamentation over him. Simon also erected a very

large monument for his father and his brethren,

of white and polished stone, and raised it a great

height, and so as to be seen a long way off, and

made cloisters about it, and set up pillars, which

were of one stone apiece : a work it was won-
derful to see. Moreover, he built seven pyramids
also for his parents and brethren, one for each of

them, which were made very surprising, both for

the largeness and beauty, and which have beer
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preserved to this day ; and we know that it was

Simon who bestowed so much zeal about the

burial of Jonathan, and the building of these

monuments for his relations. Now Jonathan
died when he had been high priest four years, 1

and had been also the governor of his nation.

And these were the circumstances that concerned

his death.

7. BUT SIMON, who was made high priest

by the multitude, on the very first year of his

high priesthood set his people free from their

slavery under the Macedonians, and permitted
them to pay tribute to them no longer ;

which

liberty and freedom from tribute they obtained,

after a hundred and seventy years,! of the king-

dom of the Assyrians, which was after Seleucus,

who was called Nicator, got the dominion over

Syria. Now the affection of the multitude to-

wards Simon was so great, that in their contracts

one with another, and in their public records,

they wrote,
" In the first year of Simon the bene-

factor and ethnarch of the Jews ;

"
for under him

they were very happy, and overcame the enemies

that were round about them
; for Simon over-

threw the city Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamnia.
He also took the citadel of Jeru-

The citadel salem by siege, and cast it down
demolished, to the ground, that it might not

be any more a place of refuge to

their enemies when they took it, to do them a

mischief, as it had been till now. And when he

1 There is some errot in the copies here, when

no more thanfour years are ascribed to thehigh

priesthood of Jonathan. We know by Jose-

phus's last Jewish chronology, Antiq. 6. XX.

ch. x., that there was an interval ofseven years
between the death ofAlcimus or Jacimus, the

last high priest, and the real high priesthood of

Jonathan, to whom yet those seven years seem

here to be ascribed, as a part of them were to

Judas before, Antiq. b. xii. ch. x. sect. 6. Now
since, besides these sevenyears interregnum in the

pontificate, we are told, Antiq. b. xx. ch.x., that

Jonathan's real high priesthood lasted seven

years more, these two seven years will make up

fourteen years ; which I suppose was Josephus's

own number in this place, instead of thefour in

ourpresent copies.

3 These one hundred and seventy years of the

Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus explains

himself here, than from the era of Seleucus,

which as it is known to have began on the 312th

year before the Christian era,from its spring in

thefirst book ofMaccabees, andfrom its autumn

in the second book of Maccabees, so did it not be-

gin at Babylon till the next spring, on thesnth

year. See Prid. at the year 312. And it is

truly observed by Dr. Hudson on this place,

that the Syrians and Assyrians are sometimes

confounded in ancient authors, according to the

words of Justin, the epitomizer of Trogus Pom-

peius, who says, That "the Assyrians were

afterward called Syrians." B. i. ch. u. See

Of the War, b. v. ch. ix. sect. 4, where the Phi-

listines themselves at the very south limit of

Syria in its utmost extent, are calledAssyrians

by Josephus, as Spanheim observes.

had done this, he thought it their best way,
and most for their advantage, to level the very
mountain itself upon which the citadel happened
to stand, that so the temple might be higher than

it. And indeed, when he had called the multi-

titude to an assembly, he persuaded them to have

it so demolished, and this by putting them in

mind what miseries they had suffered by its gar-

rison and the Jewish deserters ; and what miseries

they might hereafter suffer in case any foreigner

should obtain the kingdom, and put a garrison

into that citadel. This speech induced the

multitude to a compliance, because he exhorted

them to do nothing but what was for their own

good : so they all set themselves to the work,

and levelled the mountain, and in that work

spent both day and night without intermission,

which cost them three whole years before it was

removed, and brought to an entire level with the

plain of the rest of the city. After which the

temple was the highest of all the buildings, now

the citadel, as well as the mountain whereon it

stood, were demolished. And these actions were

thus performed under Simon.

CHAPTER VII.

How Simon confederated himself with Anti-

ochusPius, and made War against Trypho;
and a little afterward against Cendebeus,

the General nfAntiochus's Army ; as also

how Simon was murdered by his Son-in-

Law Ptolemy, and that by Treachery.

1. 1 NOW A little while after Demetrius

1 // must here be diligently noted, that Jose-

phus's copy of thefirst book of Maccabees, which

he had so carefully followed, and faithfully

abridged, as far as the fiftieth verse of the

thirteenth chapter, seems there to have ended.

What few things there are afterward common

to both, might probably be learned by himfrom
some other more imperfect records. However,
we must exactly observe hete, what the remain-

ing part of that book of the Maccabees informs

us of, and what Josephus would never have

omitted had his copy contained so much, thai

this Simon the Great, the Maccabee, made a

league with Aniiochus Safer, the son of Deme-

trius Soter, andbrotherof the other Demetrius,

who was now a captive in Parthia ; that upon
his coming to the crown, about the I4oth year

before the Christian era, he granted great pri-

vileges to the Jewish nation and to Simon

theirhighpriest and ethnarch : which privileges

Simon seems to have taken of his cnjun accord

about three years before. In particular, hegave
him leave to coin money for his country with

his own stamp : and as concerning Jerusalem
and the sanctuary, that they should befree, or,

as the vulgar Latin hath it,
"
holy and free"

(i Maccab. xv. 6, 7), which I take to be the

truer reading, as being the very words of his

father's concession offered to Jonathan several

years before : ch. x. 31 ; and Antiq. b. xiii. ch.

ii. sect. 3. Now what makes this date and these

grants greatly remarkable, is the state of tkt
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had been carried into captivity, Trypho his

governor destroyed Antiochus, 1 the son of Alex-

ander, who was also called the Godfl and this

when he had reigned four years, though he gave
it out that he died under the hands of the sur-

geons. He then sent his friends, and those that

were most intimate with him, to the soldiers, and

promised that he would give them a great deal

of money if they would make him king. He in-

timated to them that Demetrius was made a

captive by the Parthians; and that Demetrius'

brother Antiochus, if he came to be king, would
do them a great deal ofmischief, in way ofrevenge
for their revolting from his brother. So the

soldiers, in expectation of the wealth they should

get by bestowing the kingdom on Trypho, made
him their ruler. However, when

Trypho made Trypho had gained the manage-
king. ment of affairs, he demonstrated

his disposition to be wicked ; for

while he was a private person he cultivated a

familiarity with the multitude, and pretended to

great moderation, and so drew them on artfully

to whatsoever he pleased ; but when he had once

taken the kingdom, he laid aside any farther

dissimulation, and was the true Trypho ; which
behaviour made his enemies superior to him ; for

the soldiery hated him, and revolted from him to

Cleopatra, the wife of Demetrius, who was then

shut up in Seleucia with her children; but as

Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius, who was
called Soter, was not admitted by any of the

the cities, on account of Trypho, Cleopatra sent

to him, and invited him to marry her, and to

take the kingdom. The reasons why she made
this invitation were these : That her friends per-
suaded her to it, and that she was afraid for her-

self, in case some ofthe people of Seleucia should
deliver up the city to Trypho.

remaining genuine shekels of the yews with
Samaritan characters, which seem to have been

(most of them at least) coined in the first four
years of this Simon the Asamonean, and having
upon them these words on one side,

"
Jerusalem

the Holy ;" and on the reverse,
" In the Year of

Freedom," l, or a, or 3, or 4 ; which shekels

therefore are 01 iginalmonuments ofthose times,
and undeniable marks of the truth of the history
in these chapters, though it be in great measure
omitted by Josephus. See Essay on the Old
Test. pp. /J7, ijS. The reason why I rather

suppose that his copy of the Maccabees wanted
these chapters, than that his own copies are hert

imperfect, is this -. That all their contents are
not here omitted, though much the greatestpart
be.

1 How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epi-
tome of Livy informs us, ch. lv., viz., that he

corruptedhisphysicians or surgeons, whofalsely
pretended to the people that he was perishing
with the stone, as they cut him for it, killed
him ; which exactly agrees with Josephus.

2 That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander
Balas, was called "

the God," is evidentfrom
his coins, which Spanheim assures us bear this

inscription: "King Antiochus the God; Epi-
fhanes the Victorious."

2. AS ANTIOCHUS was now come to

Seleucia, and his forces increased every day, he

marched to fight Trypho : and having beaten

him in the battle, he ejected him out of the

Upper Syria into Phenicia, and pursued him

thither, and besieged him in Dora, which was a

fortress hard to be taken, whither he had fled.

He also sent ambassadors to

Simon, the Jewish high" priest, Antiochus
about a league of friendship and pursues

mutual assistance ; who readily Trypho.

accepted of the invitation, and
sent to Antiochus great sums of money and

provisions for those that besieged Dora, and

thereby supplied them very plentifully, so thai

for a little while he was looked upon as one of

his most intimate friends : but still Trypho fled

from Dora to Apamia, where he was taken dur-

ing the siege, and put to death, when he had

reigned three years.

3. HOWEVER, ANTIOCHUS forgot the

kind assistance that Simon had afforded him in

his necessity, by reason of his covetous atid

wicked disposition, and committed an army of

soldiers to his friend Cendebeus, and sent him

at once to ravage Judea and to seize Simon.

When Simon heard of Antiochus's breaking his

league with him, although he were now in years,

yet, provoked with the unjust treatment he had

met with from Antiochus, and taking a resolution

brisker than his age could well

bear, he went like a young man Simon defeats

to act as general of his army. Antlochu*.

He also sent his sons before

among the most hardy of his soldiers, and he

himself marched on with his army another way,
and laid many of his men in ambushes in the

narrow valleys between the mountains ; nor did

he fail of success in any one of his attempts, but

was too hard for his enemies in every one of

them. So he led the rest of his life in peace,
and did also himself make a league with the

Romans.

4. NOW HE was the ruler of the Jews in

all eight years ;
but at a feast came to his end.

It was caused by the treachery
of his son-in-law Ptolemy, who Treachery of

caught also his wife, and two of Ptolemy,

his sons, and kept them in bonds.

He also sent some to kill John the third son,

whose name was Hyrcanus : but the young man
perceiving them coming, he avoided the danger
he was in from them.l and made haste into the

1 Here Josephus begins to follow and to

abridge the next sacred Hebrew book, styled in

the end of the first book ofMaccabees,
" The

Chronicle of John [Hyrcanus's] High Priest-

hood ;" but in some of the Greek copies, "the

fourth book ofMaccabees." A Greek version oj

this chronicle was extant not very long ago, in

the days ofSanies Pagninus andSixtus Senen-

sis, at Lyons, though it seems to have been then

burnt, and to be utterly lost. See Sixtus Se-

nensis's account of it, of its many Hebraisms,
and itsgreat agreement with Josephus's abridg-

ment, in the Authent. Rec. part I, pp. 206, 2OJ,

208.
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city [Jerusalem], as relying on the goodwill of

the multitude, because of the benefits they had
received from his father, and because of the

hatred the same multitude bare to Ptolemy ; so

that when Ptolemy was endeavouring to enter

the city by another gate, they drove him away,
as having already admitted Hyrcanus.

CHAPTER VIII.

Hyrcanus receives the High Priesthood, and

ejects Ptolemy out of the Country. Anti-

ochus makes War against Hyrcanus, and
afterward makes a League with him.

1. SO PTOLEMY retired to one of the

fortresses that was above Jericho, which was
called Dagon ; but Hyrcanus having taken the

priesthood that had been his father's before, and
in the first place propitiated God by sacrifices,

he then made an expedition against Ptolemy;
and when he made his attacks upon the place,

in other points he was too hard for him, but

was rendered weaker than he, by the commisera-

tion he had for his mother and brethren, and by
that only ; for Ptolemy brought them upon the

wall, and tormented them in the sight of all, and

threatened that he would throw them down

headlong, unless Hyrcanus would leave off the

siege ; and as he thought that, so far he relaxed

as to the siege and taking of the place, so

much favour did he show to those that were

dearest to him by preventing their misery, his

zeal about it was cooled. How-

Dagon ever his mother spread out her

besieged. hands, and begged of him that

he would not grow remiss on her

account, but indulge his indignation so much the

more, and that he would do his utmost to take

the place quickly, in order to get their enemy
under his power, and then to avenge upon him

what he had done to those that were dearest to

himself : for that death would be to her sweet,

though with torment, if that enemy of theirs

might be brought to punishment for his wicked

dealing to them. Now when his mother said so,

he resolved to take the fortress immediately ;
but

when he saw her beaten, and torn to pieces, his

courage failed him, and he could not but sympa-
thise with what his mother suffered, and was

thereby overcome ; and as the siege was drawn out

into length by this means, that year on which the

Jews use to rest came on : for the Jews observe

this rest every seventh year, as they do every

seventh day ;
so that Ptolemy being for this cause

released from the war.l he slew the brethren of

1 Hence we learn, that in the days of this ex-

cellent high priest, John Hyrcanus, the obser-

vation of the Sabbatic Year, as Josephus

supposed, required a restfrom war, as did that

of the weekly Sabbathfrom work; I mean this,

unless in the case of necessity, when the Jews
were attacked by tlieir enemies, in which case

indeed, and in which alone, they then allmved

defensive fighting to be lawful evet on the

Sabbath-day, as we see in severalplaces of Jose-

pkus, Antiq. b. xii. ch. vi. sect, i ; b. xiii. ch.

Hyrcanus and his mother : and when he had so

done, he fled to Zeno, who was called Cotylas,
who was then the tyrant of the city Philadelphia.

2. BUT ANTIOCHUS, being very uneasy
at the miseries that Simon had brought upon him,
he invaded Judea in the fourth year of his reign,
and the first year of the principality of Hyr-
canus, in the hundred and sixty-second olym-
piad. 1 And when he had
burnt the country, he shut up Invasion of

Hyrcanus in the city, which he Judea.

encompassed round with seven

encampments; but did nothing at the first,

because of the strength of the walls, and because
of the valour of the besieged, although they
were once in want of water, which yet they were
delivered from by a large shower of rain, which
fell at the setting of the Pleiades. 3 However,
about the north part of the wall, where it hap-

pened the city was upon a level with the outward

ground, the king raised a hundred towers of

three stories high, and placed bodies of soldiers

upon them ; and as he made his attacks every

day, he cut a double ditch, deep and broad,
and confined the inhabitants within it as within

a walj ; but the besieged contrived to make
frequent sallies out; and if the enemy were
not anywhere upon their guard, they fell upon
them and did them a great deal of mischief ;

and if they perceived them, they then retired

into the city with ease. But because Hyrcanus
discerned the inconvenience of so great a
number of men in the city, while the provisions
were the sooner spent by them, and yet, as natural

to suppose, those great numbers did nothing,
he separated the useless part, and excluded
them out of the city, and retained that part only
who were in the flower of their age and fit for

war. However, Antiochus would not let those

/. sect. 3. Ofthe War, b. i. ch. vii. sect. 3. Bui
then it must be noted, that this rest front war
no way appears in the first book ofMaccabees,
ch. xvi., but the directcontrary ; though indeed

the Jews, in the days ofAntiochus Epiphanes,
did not venture -upon fighting on the Sabbath-

day, even in the defence of their own lives, till

the Asamoneans or Maccabees decreed so to do.

i Mac. it. 33-41 ; Antig. b. xii. ch. vi. sect. 2.

1 Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin,
have here a gross mistake, when they say that

this first year of John Hyrcanus, which we
havejust now seen tohave been a Sabbatic Year,
was in the Ifad olympiad, whereas it was for
certain the second year of the idist. See the

like before, b. xii. ch. vii. sect. 6.

2 Thisheliacalsettingoj the Pleiades, orseven

stars, was, in the days ofHyrcanus and Jose-

phus, early in the spring, about February, the

time of the latter rain in Judea ; and this, so

far as I remember, is the only astronomical

character of time, besides one eclipse of tJte moon

in the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all

Josephus : tlie Jews being little accustomed to

astronomical observations, anyfartherthanfor
the uses oftheircalendar ; and utterlyforbidden
those astrological uses which the heathens com-

monly made of them.
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that were excluded go away ; who, therefore

wandering about between the walls, and consum-

ing away by famine, died miserably ; but when

the Feast of Tabernacles was at hand, those

that were within commiserated their con-

dition, and received them in again.

Truce for And when Hyrcanus sent to

seven days. Antiochus, and desired there

might be a truce for seven days,

because of the festival, he gave way to his piety

towards God, and made that truce accordingly ;

nnd besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacrifice,

bulls with their horns gilded.l with all sorts of

sweet spices, and with cups of gold and silver.

So those that were at the gates received the

sacrifices from those that brought them, and led

them to the temple, Antiochus the meanwhile

feasting his army ; which was a quite different

conduct from Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when

he had taken the city, offered swine upon the

altar, and sprinkled the temple with the broth

of their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the

Jews, and the religion they derived from their

forefathers ; for which reason our nation made
war with him, and would never be reconciled

to him ; but for this Antiochus, all men called

him Antiochus the Pious, for the great zeal he

had about religion.

3. ACCORDINGLY, HYRCANUS took

this moderation of his kindly; and when he

understood how religious he was towards the

Deity, he sent an embassage to him, and desired

that he would restore the settlements they
received from their forefathers.

Antiochus So he rejected the counsel of those

dictates that would have him utterly de-

terms for stroy the nations by reason of

peace. their way of living, which was to

others unsociable, and did not

regard what they said. But being persuaded
that all they did was out of a religious mind, he

answered the ambassadors, that if the besieged

would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for

Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon

Judea, and admit a garrison of his, on these

terms he would make war against them no

longer. But the Jews, although they were con-

tent with the other conditions, did not agree
to admit the garrison, because they could not

associate with other people, nor converse with

them ; yet were they willing, instead of the

admission of the garrison, to give him hostages,

and five hundred talents of silver
; of which

they paid down three hundred, and sent the

hostages immediately, which king Antiochus

accepted. One of those hostages was Hyrcanus's
brother. But still he broke down the fortifica-

1 Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom

ofgilding the horns of those oxen that were to

be sacrificed, is a known thing both in tJie foets

and orators.

2 This account in Josephus, that the present
Antlochits was persuaded, though in vain, not

to make peace with the Jews, but to cut them

aff utterly, is fitlly confirmed by Diodorus

Siculus, in Photius's extracts out of his 34th
book.

tions that encompassed the city. And upon
these conditions Antiochus broke up the siege,

and departed.

4. BUT HYECANUS opened the se-

pulchre of David, who excelled all other kings in

riches, and took out of it three thousand talents.

He was also the first of the Jews that, relying

on this wealth, maintained foreign troops. There

was also a league of friendship and mutual

assistance made between them ; upon which Hyr-
canus admitted him into the city, and furnished

him with whatsoever his army wanted in great

plenty, and with great generosity, and marched

along with him when he made an expedition

against the Parthians, of which Nicolaus of

Damascus is a witness for us;

who, in his history, writes thus : Antiochus
" When Antiochus had erected erects a

a trophy at the river Lycus, upon trophy at

his conquest of Indates, the ge- Lyons,

neral of the Parthians, he stayed

there two days. It was at the desire of Hyr-

canus the Jew, because it was such a festival

derived to them from their forefathers, where-

on the law of the Jews did not allow them

to travel." And truly he did not speak falsely

in saying so ; for that festival which we call

Pentecost, did then fall out to be the next day
to the Sabbath : nor is it lawful for us to journey,

either on the Sabbath-day, or on a festival day. 1

But when Antiochusjoined battle with Arsaces,

the king of Parthia, he lost a great part of his

army, and was himself slain ;
and his brothel

Demetrius succeeded in the kingdom of Syria,

by the permission of Arsaces, who freed him

from his captivity at the same time that Anti-

ochus attacked Parthia, as ws have formerly

related elsewhere.

CHAPTER IX.

How, after the Death ofAntiochus, Hyrcanui
made an Expedition against Syria, and

made a League with the Romans. Con-

cerning the Death ofKing Demetrius and

A lexander.

1. BUT WHEN Hyrcanus heard of the

death of Antiochus, he presently made an ex-

pedition against the cities of Syria, hoping to

find them destitute of fighting men, and of such

as were able to defend them. However it was

not till the sixth month that he took Medaba,
and that not without the great distress of his

army. After this he took Samega, and the

neighbouring places: and besides these, She-

chem and Gerizzim, and the nation

of the Cutheans, who dwelt at the Victories of

temple which Alexander permitted Hyrcanus.

Sanballat, the general of his army,
to build for the sake of Manasseh, who was son

in-law to Jadua, the high priest, as we have

1 The Jews were not to march or journey on

the Sabbath, or on such a greatfestival as was

equivalent to the Sabbath, any farther than a

Sabbath-day'sjourney, ot two thousand cubits.

See the note on Antiq. b. xx. ch. viii. sect. 6.
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formerly related
; which temple was now deserted

two hundred years after it was built. Hyrcanus
took also Dora and Marissa, cities of Idumea, and
subdued all the Idumeans ; and permitted them
to stay in that country, if they would circumcise

their genitals, and make use of the laws of the

Jews ; and they were so desirous of living in the

country of their forefathers, that they submitted

to the use of circumcision,! and the rest of the

Jewish ways of living ;
at which time therefore

this befell them, that,they were hereafter no other

than Jews.
2. BUT HYRCANUS the high pries' was

desirous to renew that league of friendship

they had with the Romans : accordingly he sent

an embassage to them : and when the senate

had received their epistle, they made a league of

friendship with them, after the

An embassage manner following:
"
Fanius, the

to Rome, son of Marcus, the piaetor, gath-
ered the senate together on the

eighth day before the Ides of February, in the

senate house, when Lucius Manlius the son

of Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, and Caius

Sempronius, the son of Caius, of the Falernian

tribe, were present. The occasion was, that the

1 This account of the Idun. .ans admitting
circumcision, and the entire Jewish law,from
this time, orfrom the days ofHyrcanus, is con-

firmed by their entire history afterward. See

Antiq. b. xiv. ch. viii. sect. I ; b. xv. ch. vii.

sect. p. Of the War,b. it. ch. Hi. sect. I ; b. iv.

ch. iv. sect. S- This, in the opinion of Josephus,
made them proselytes ofjustice, or entin yews,
as here and elsewhere, Antiq. b. xiv. ch. viii.

sect, i, However, Antigonus, the enemy of

Herod, tJiough Herod were derivedfrom such

a proselyte of jurf:ce for several generations,
will allow him to be no more than a half Jew,
b. xv. ch. xv. sect. 2. But still, take out ofDean
Prideaux, at theyear 129, the words ofAmmo-
nius, a grammarian, which fully confirm this

account of the Idumeans, in Josephus :
" The

Jews" says he, "are suc/i by nature, andfrom
the beginning, whilst the Idumeans were not

Jews from the beginning, but Phenicians and
Syrians ; but being afterward subdued by the

Jews, and compelled to be circumcised, and to

unite into one nation, and be subject to the same

laws, they were called Jews." Dio also says,

as the Dean there quotes him,from book xxxvi.

p. .77,
" That country is called Judea, and the

people Jews ; and this name is given also to as

many others as embrace their religion, though

of other nations." But then upon what foun-
dation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took

upon him to compel those Idumeans either to

become Jews or to leave the country, deserves

great consideration. I suppose it was because

they had long ago been driven out of the land of
Edom, andhad seizedon andpossessed the tribe

ofSimeon, and all the so^lthern part of tlie tribe

ofjudah, which was the peculiar inheritance of
the worshippers ofthe true God without idolatry,
as the readermay leamfroin Reland, Palestine,

part i. pp. 154, soj, andfrom Prideaux, at the

years 140 anil /6j.

ambassadors sent by the people of the Jews, 1

Simon, the son of Dositheus, and Apollonius, the

son of Alexander, and Diodorus, the son of Jason,
who were good and virtuous men, had some-
what to propose about that league of friendship
and mutual assistance which subsisted between
them and the Romans, and about other public

affairs, who desired that Joppa, and the havens,
and Gazara, and the springs [of Jordan,] and
the several other cities and countries of theirs,

which Antiochus had taken from them in the war,

contrary to the decree of the senate, might be
restored to them

; and that it might not be law-

ful for the king's troops to pass through their

country, and the countries of those that are

subject to them : and that what attempts Anti-

ochus had made during that war, without the
decree of the senate, might be made void : and
that they would send ambassadors, who should
take care that restitution be made them of what
Antiochus had taken from them, and that they
should make an estimate of the country that had
been laid waste in the war : and that they would

grant them letters of protection to the kings and
free people, in order to their quiet return home.
It was therefore decreed as to these points, to

renew their league of friendship
and mutual assistance with these League of

good men, and who were sent by friendship

a good and a friendly people." renewed.

But as to the letters desired, their

answer was, that the senate would ccC-Sult about
that matter when their own affairs would give
them leave, and that they would endeavour, for

the time to come, that no like injury should be
done them : and that their praetor Fanius should

give them money out of the public treasury to

bear their expenses home. And thus did Faniui
dismiss the Jewish ambassadors, and gave them

money out of the public treasury ; and gave the

decree of the senate to those that were to con-

duct them, and to take care that thM should

return home in safety.

3. AND THUS stood the affairs of K^.tanus
the high priest But as for king Demetrius,
who had a mind to make war against Hyrcanus,
there was no opportunity nor room for it, while

both the Syrians and the soldiers bare ill-will to

him, because he was an ill man. But when they
had sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, who was
called Physcon, that he would send them one of

the family of Seleucus, in order to take the

kingdom, and he sent them Alexander, who was
called Zebina, with an army, and there had been

a battle between them, Demetrius was beaten in

the fight, and fled to Cleopatra his wife, to

Ptolemais : but his wife would not receive hi.-n.

He went thence to Tyre, and was

there caught ; and when he had Death of

suffered much from his enemies Demetrius.

before his death, he was slain by
them. So Alexander took the kingdom, and

made a league with Hyrcanus. Yet, when he

1 In Ms decree of the Roman senate, it seemi

that these ambassadors were sent "from the

people of the Jews," as well asfrom their prince

or high p} test, John.
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afterward fought with Antiochus the son of

Demetrius, who was called Grypus, he was also

beaten in the fight, and slain.

CHAPTER X.

How, upon the Quarrel between Antiochus

Grypus and Antiochus Cyzicenus, about the

Kingdom, Hyrcanus took Samaria, and

utterly demolished it ; and how Hyrcanus

joined himself to the Sect of the Sadducees,

and left that of the Pharisees.

1. WHEN ANTIOCHUS had taken the

kingdom, he was afraid to make war against

Judea, because he heard that his brother

by the same mother, who was also called Anti-

ochus, was raising an army against Ir.m out of

Cyzicum ; so he stayed in his own land, and

resolved to prepare himself for the attack he

expected from his brother, who was called Cyzi-

cenus, because he had been brought up in that

city. He was the son of Antiochus that was

called Soter, who died in Parthia. He was the

brother of Demetrius, the father of Grypus ; for

it had so happened, that one and the same

Cleopatra was married to two who were brethren,

as we have related elsewhere. But Antiochus

Cyzicenus coming into Syria, continued many
years at war with his brother. Now Hyrcanus
lived all this while in peace ;

for after the death

of Antiochus, he revolted from the Macedo-

nians,! nor did he any longer pay them the

least regard, either as their subject

Affairs of the or their friend, but his affairs

Jews Iraprov- were in a very improving and
**** flourishing condition in the times

of Alexander Zebina, and espe-

cial!y under these brethren, for the war which they
had with one another gave Hyrcanus the oppor-

tunity of enjoying himself in Judea quietly,

insomuch that he got an immense quantity of

money. However, when Antiochus Cyzicenus
distressed his land, he then openly showed what

he meant. And when he saw that Antiochus

was destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that

both he and his brother were in an ill condition

in the struggles they had one with anc- Ler, he

despised them both.

2. SO HE made an expedition" against

Samaria, which was a very strong city ; of whose

present name Sebaste, and its rebuilding by
Herod, we shall speak at a proper time

; but he

made his attack against it, and

Siege of besieged it with a great deal of

Samaria. pains ;
for he was greatly dis-

pleased with the Samaritans for

the injuries they had done to the people of

Marissa, a colony of the Jews, and confederate

with them, and this in compliance to the kings

1 Dean Pi ideaux takes notice at tJie year 130,

that Justin, in agreement 'with yosephus, says,
" The power of the yews was now grown so

great, that after this Antiochus, theywouldnot
bear anv Macedonian king over them ; and that

tliey set up a government of their own, and in-

fested Syria with great wars."

of Syria. When he had therefore drawn a ditch,

and built a double wall round the city, which

was fourscore furlongs long, he set his sons

Antigonus and Aristobulus over the siege ;

which brought the Samaritans to that great

distress by famine, that they were forced to eat

what used not to be eaten, and to call for Antio-

chus Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily

to their assistance, but was beaten by Aristobulus ;

and when he was pursued as far as Scythopolis

by the two brethren, he got away : so they

returned to Samaria, and shut them again within

the wall, till they were forced to send for the

same Antiochus a second time to help them, who

procured about six thousand men from Ptolemy

Lathyrus, which were sent them without his

mother's consent, who had then in a manner

turned him out of his government.
With these Egyptians Antiochus

Egyptians
did at first over-run and ravage ravage the

the country of Hyrcanus after country of

the manner of a robber, for he Hyrcann*.

durst not meet him in the face to

fight with him, as not having an army sufficient

for that purpose, but only from this supposal,

that by thus harassing his land he should force

Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Samaria : but

because he fell into snares, and lost many of his

soldiers therein, he went away 43 Tripoli, and

committed the prosecution of the war against

the Jews to Callimander and Epicrates.

3. BUT AS to Callimander, he attacked the

enemy too rashly, and was put to flight, and

destroyed immediately ;
and as to Epicrates, he

was such z. lover of money, that he openly be-

trayed Scythopolis, and other places near it, to

the Jews : but was not able to make them raise

the siege of Samaria. And when Hyrcanus had

taken the city, which was not

done till after a year's siege, he Samaria

was not contented with doing taken,

that only, but he demolished it

entirely, and brought rivulets to it to drown it,

for he dug such hollows as might let the waters

run under it ; nay, he took away the very
marks that there had ever been such a city there.

Now a very surprising thing is related of this

high priest Hyrcanus, how God came to dis-

course with him : for they say that on the very
same day on which his sons fought with Anti-

ochus Cyzicenus, he was alone in the temple, as

high priest, offering incense, and heard a voice,

That his sons had just then overcome Antiochus.

And this he openly declared before all the multi-

tude ;>n his coming out of the temple ; and it

accordingly proved true ; and in this posture

were the affairs of Hyrcanus.
4. NOW IT happened at this time, that not

only those Jews who were at Jerusalem and in

Judea were in prosperity, but also those of them
that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and Cy-

prus for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with

her son Ptolemy, who was called

Lathyrus, and appointed for her Prosperity of

generals, Chelcias and Ananias, the Jews

the sons of that Onias who built

the temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like

that at Jerusalem, as we have elsewhere related
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Cleopatra intrusted these men with her army;
and did nothing without their advice, as Strabo

of Cappadocia attests, when he saith thus :

" Now the greater part, both those that came to

Cyprus with us, and those that were sent after-

ward thither, revolted to Ptolemy immediately ;

only those that were called Onias's party being

lews, continued faithful, because their coun-

trymen Chelcias and Ananias were in chief

favour with the queen." These are the words of

Strabo.

5. HOWEVER, THIS prosperous state of

affairs moved the Jews to envy Hyrcanus ; but

they that were the worst disposed to him were
the Pharisees,! who are one of the sects of the

Jews, as we have informed you already. These
have so great a power over the multitude, that

when they say anything against the king or

against the high priest, they are presently be-

lieved. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs,

and greatly beloved by them. And when he
once invited them to a feast, and entertained

them very kindly, when he saw them in a good
humour, he began to say to them, That they
knew he was desirous to be a righteous man
and to do all things whereby he might please

God, which was the profession of the Pharisees

also. However, he desired, if they observed him

offending in any point, and going
The Pharisees out of the right way, they would
eavyHyr- call him back and correct him.
canos. On which cccasion they attested

to his being entirely virtuous
;

with which commendation he was well pleased ;

but still there was one of his guests there, whose
name was Eleazar,2 a man of a ill temper, and de-

1 The, original of the Sadducees, as a con-

siderableparty among the yews, being contained

in this and the twofollmving sections, take Dean
Prideaux's note -upon this theirfirst public ap-

pearance, which I suppose to be true :
"
Hyr-

canus," says he,
" went over to the parly of the

Sadducees, that is, by embracing their doctrine

against the traditions of the elders, added to the

written law, and made oj equal authority "with

it, but not their doctrine against the ressurrec-

tion and afuture state ; for this cannot be sup-

posed ofso good and righteous a man as John
Hyrcanus is said to be. It is most probable,
that at this time the Sadducees had gone no

Farther in the doctrines ofthat sect than to deny
all their underwritten traditions, which the

Pharisees were so fond of; for Josephus men-
tions no other difference at this time between

them', neither doth he say that Hyrcanus went
over to the Sadducees, in any otherparticular
than in the abolishing of all the traditionary
constitutions of the Pltarisees, which our Savi-

our condemned as wellas they." [At the year

ioS.\

2 This slander, that arosefrom a Pharisee,
has been preserved by their successors the Rab-

bins, to these later ages ;for Dr. Hudson assures

us that David Gantz, in his Chronology, S. pr.

p. 77, in Vortius's version, relates that Hyr-
canus's mother was taken captive in Maun!
Modiith. See ch. xiii. sect. J.

lighting in seditious practices. This man said,
"
Since thou desirest to know the truth, if thou

wilt be righteous in earnest, lay down the high

priesthood, and content thyself with the civU

government of the people." And when he

desired to know for what cause he ought to lay

down the high priesthood, the other replied,
" We have heard it from old men that thy
mother had been a captive under the reign of

Antiochus Epiphanes." This story was false,

and Hyrcanus was provoked against him; and
all the Pharisees had a very great indignation

against him.

6. NOW THERE was one Jonathan, a very

great friend of Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the

Sadducees, whose notions are quite contrary to

those of the Pharisees. He told Hyrcanus, That
Eleazar had cast out a reproach upon him,

according to the common sentiments of all the

Pharisees, and that this would be made manifest

if he would but ask him the question, What

punishment they thought this man deserved ?

for that he might depend upon it, that the re-

proach was not laid on him with their approbation,
if they were for punishing him as his crime

deserved. So the Pharisees made answer, That
he deserved stripes and bonds ;

but that it did not

seem right to punish reproaches with death ;
and

indeed the Pharisees, even upon
other occasions, are not apt to be Disputes of

severe in punishments. At this the Sadduces

gentle sentence, Hyrcanus was and Pharisees

very angry, and thought that this

man reproached him by their approbation. It

was this Jonathan who chiefly irritated him, and
influenced him so far, that he made him leave

the party of the Pharisees, and abolish the decrees

they had imposed on the people, and punish
those that observed them. From this source

arose that hatred which he and his sons met
with from the multitude ; but of these matters

we shall speak hereafter. What I would now

explain is this, That the Pharisees have delivered

to the people a great many observances by
succession from their fathers, which are not

written in the laws of Moses
; and for that

reason it is that the Sadducees reject them, and

say that we are to esteeem those observances to

be obligatory which are in the written word, but

are not to observe what are derived from the

the tradition of our forefathers ; and concerning
these things it is that great disputes and differences

have arisen among them, while the Sadducees

are able to persuade none but the rich, and have

not the populace obsequious to them, but the

Pharisees have the multitude of their side.; but

about these two sects, and that of the Essenes, I

have treated accurately in the second book of

Jewish affairs.

7. BUT WHEN Hyrcanus had put an end

to this sedition, he after that lived happily, and

administered the government in the best manner

for thirty-one years, and then died ;l leaving

1 Here ends the high priest!tood, and the life

of this excellent person John Hyrcanus ; and

together with him the holy theocracy, or divine

government of the Jewish nation, and its con

Z
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behind him five sons. He was esteemed by God

worthy of the three privileges, the government
of his nation, the dignity of the

Character of high priesthood, and prophecy ;

Hyrcaaua. for God was with him, and en-

abled him to know futurities ;

and to foretell this in particular, That, as to his

two eldest sons, he foretold that they would not

long continue in the government of public affairs ;

whose unhappy catastrophe will be worth our

description, that we may thence learn how very

much they were inferior to their father's happi-

ness.

CHAPTER XI.

How Aristobulus, when he had taken the Go-

vernment, first ofallput a Diadem on hiv

Head, and -was mast barbarously cruel to

his Mother and his Brethren ; and how,

after he had slain Antigonus, he himself

died.

1. NOW WHEN their father Hyrcanus was

dead, the eldest son Aristobulus, intended to

change the government into a kingdom, for so he

resolved to do, first of all put a diadem on his

head, four hundred and eighty one years and

three months after the people had been delivered

from the Babylonish slavery, and were returned

to their own country again. This Aristobulus

comitant oracle by Urim. Nowfollows the pro-

fane and tyrannical Jewish monarchy, first, of
the Asamoneans or Maccabees, and then of
Herod the Great, the Idumean, till the coming

of the Messiah. See the note on Antiq. b. Hi.

ch. viii. sect. q. Hear Strata's testimony on

this occasion, b. xvi. pp. ?6r, 762.
"

Those,"

says he,
" that succeeded Moses, continued for

some time in earnest, both in righteous actions

and in piety; but after a while, there were

others that took upon them the high priesthood I

atfirst superstitious andafterwards tyrannical

persons. Such a prophet was Moses and those

that succeeded him, beginning in a way not to

be blamed, but changing for the worse. And
when it openly appeared that the government
was become tyrannical, Alexander was the first

that set up himself for a king instead of a

priest ; and his sons were Hyrcanus and Aris-

tobulus." All in agreement with Josephus, ex-

tepting this, that Strata omits the first king

Aristobulus, who reigning but a single year,

stems haidly to have come to his knowledge.
Nor indeed does Aristobulus, the son of Alex-

ander, pretend that the name of the king wa,

taken before his father A lexander took it him-

self, Antiq, b. xiv. ch. Hi. sect. 2. See also ch.

xii. sect. I, which favour Strabo also. Ant

indeed, ifwe mayjudge from the very different

characters of the Egyptian Jews under higi

priests, and of the Palestine Jews under kings
in the two next centuries, we may well suppose
that the divine Shechinah was removed into

Egypt, and that the worshippers at the tempi

of Onias were better men than those at tk,

timple of Jerusalem.

oved his next brother Antigonus, and tieated

lim as his equal ;
but the others he held in bonds,

rle also cast his mother into prison, because she

disputed the government with him ; for Hyrcanus
had left her to be mistress of all. He also pro-

ceeded to that degree of barbarity, as to kill her

n prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated

"rom his brother Antigonus by
calumnies, and added him to the Barbarity of

rest whom he slew ; yet he seemed Artstotralus.

o have an affection for him, and

made him above the rest a partner with him in

he kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did

not give credit to, partly because he loved him,

and so did not give heed to what was said against

iim, and partly because he thought the re-

proaches were derived from the envy of the

relaters. But when Antigonus was once returned

rom the army, and that feast was then at hand

when they make tabernacles to [the honour of]

od, it happened that Aristobulus was fallen

sick, and that Antigonus went up most splendidly

adorned, and with his soldiers about him in their

armour to the temple to celebrate the feast, and

to put up many prayers for the recovery of his

brother, when some wicked persons, who had a

great mind to raise a difference between the

brethren, made use of this opportunity of the

pompous appearance of Antigonus, and of the

great actions which he had done, and went to

the king, and spitefully aggravated the pompous
show of his at the feast, and pretended that all

these circumstances were not like those of a

private person ; that these actions were indica-

tions of an affection of royal authority ; and that

his coming with a strong body of men must b

with an intention to kill him ; and that his way
of reasoning was this : That it was a silly thing

in him, while it was in his power to reign him-

self, to look upon it as a great favour that he was

honoured with a lower dignity by his brother.

2. ARISTOBULUS YIELDED to these

imputations, but took care both that his brother

should not suspect him, and that he himself

might not run the hazard of his own safety ; so

he ordered his guards to lie in a certain place

that was under ground, and dark (he himself

then lying sick in the tower which was called

Antonia) ; and he commanded them, that in case

Antigonus came to him unarmed, they should

not touch any body, but if armed, they should

kill him ; yet did he send to Antigonus, and

desired that he would come unarmed : but the

queen, and those that joined with her in the plot

against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to

tell him the direct contrary : how his brother had

heard that he had made himself a fine suit of

armour for war, and desired him to come in that

armour, that he might see how fine it was. So

Antigonus, suspecting no treachery, but depend-

ing on the good-will of his brother, came to

Aristobulus armed, as he used to be, with his

entire armour, in order to show it to him
; but

when he was come to a place which

was called Strato's Tower, where Antlgonua

the passage happened to be ex- 1 slain,

ceeding dark, the guards slew

him ; which death of his demonstrates that
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nothing is stronger than envy and calumny, and

that nothing does more certainly divide the

good-will and natural affections of men than those

passions. But here one may take occasion to

wonder at one Judas, who was of the sect of the

Essenes, and who never missed the truth in his

predictions ;
for this man, when he saw Antigonus

passing by the temple, cried out to his com-

panions, and friends, who abode with him as his

scholar, in order to learn the art of foretelling

things to come.l
" That it was good for him to

die now, since he had spoken falsely about

Antigonus, who is still alive, and I see him

passing by, although he had foretold that he

should die at the place called Strato's Tower that

very day, while yet the place is six hundred

furlongs off where he had foretold he should be

slain : and still this day is a great part of it

already past, so that he was in danger of proving
a false prophet." As he was saying this, and

that in a melancholy mood, the news came that

Antigonus was slain in a place under ground,
which itself was also called Strato's Tower, or of

the same name with that Cesarea which is seated

at the sea. This event put the prophet into a

great disorder.

3. BUT ARISTOBULUS repented immedi-

ately of this slaughter of his brother
;
on which

account his disease increased

The king's upon him, and he was disturbed

disease in his mind, upon the guilt of

increases, sucn wickedness, insomuch that

his entrails were corrupted by his

intolerable pain, and he vomited blood : at which

time one of the servants that attended upon him,
and was carrying his blood away, did, by divine

providence, as I cannot but suppose, slip down,
and shed part of his blood at the very place
where there were spots of Antigonus's blood

there slain, still remaining ; and when there was
a cry made by the spectators, as if the servant

had on purpose shed the blood on that place,

Aristobulus heard it, and inquired what the

matter was
; and as they did not answer him, he

was the more earnest to know what it was, it

being natural to men to suspect that what is thus

concealed, is very bad : so upon his threatening,
and forcing them by terrors to speak, they at

length told him the truth ; whereupon he shed

many tears, in that disorder of mind which arose

from his consciousness of what he had done, and

gave a deep groan, and said,
"

I am not there-

fore, I perceive, to be concealed from God, in

the impious and horrid crimes I have been guilty

of ;
but a sudden punishment is coming upon me

for the shedding of the blood of my relations.

And now, O thou most imprudent body of mine,

1 Hence -we learn, that the Essenes ptetended
to have rules whereby men mightfortell things
to come, and that this Judas the Essene, taught
those rules to his scholars ; but whether their

pretences were of an astrological or magical
nature, which yet in such religious Jews, who
were utterly forbidden such arts, is no way
probable, or to any Bath Col, spoken of by the

later Rabbins, or otherwise, I cannot tell. See

Of tke War, b. it. ch. viii. sect. 12,

how long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to

die, in order to appease the ghosts of my brothel

and my mother ? Why dost thou not give it all

up at once ? And why do I deliver up my blood,

drop by drop, to those whom I have so wickedly

murdered?" In saying which last words he

died, having reigned a year. He was called

a lover of the Grecians ;
and had

conferred many benefits on his own Death of the

country, and made war against king.

Iturea, and added a great part of

it to Judea, and compelled the inhabitants, if they

would continue in that country, to be circum-

cised, and to live according to the Jewish laws.

He was naturally a man of candour, and of great

modesty, as Strabo bears witness in the name of

Timagenes ; who says thus :

" This man was a

person of candour, and very serviceable to the

Jews, for he added a country to them, and

obtained a part of the nation of the Itureans for

them, and bound them to them by the bond of

the circumcision of their genitals."

CHAPTER XII.

How Alexander, when he had taken the Go-

vernment, made an Expedition against

Ptolemais, and then raised the Siege, out of

fear ofPtolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptole-

my made War against him, because he had

sent to Cleopatra to persuade her to make

War against Ptolemy, and yet pretended
to be in Friendship with him, when he went

to beat the Jews in Battle.

1. WHEN ARISTOBULUS was dead,

his wife Salome, who, by the Greeks, was called

Alexandra, let his brethren out of prison (for

Aristobulus had kept them in bonds, as we have

said already) and made Alexander

Janneus king, who was the su- Alexander

perior in age and in moderation, made king.

This child happened to be hated

by his father as soon as he was born, and could

never be permitted to come into his father's sight

till he died. The occasion of which hatred is

thus reported : when Hyrcanus chiefly loved the

two eldest of his sons, Antigonus and Aristobulus,

God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom he

inquired which of his sons should be his successor.

Upon God's representing to him the countenance

of Alexander, he was grieved that he was to be

the heir of all his goods, and suffered him to be

brought up in Galilee.l However, God did not

deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aris-

tobulus, he certainly took the kingdom ;
and

one of his brethren who affected the kingdom,

1 The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this

son of his whom he did not love to come into

Judea, but ordered him to be brought up in

Galilee, is suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Ga-

lilee was not esteemed so happy and well culti-

vated a country as Judea. Mat. xxvi. yj;

John vii. 32 ; Acts it. 7, although another obvi-

ous reason occurs also, that he was farther out

of his sight ttt Galilee than he would have been

in Judea,
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he slew
; and the other, who chose to live a

private and quiet life, he had in esteem.

2. WHEN ALEXANDER Janneus had
settled the government in the manner that he

judged best, he made an expedition against
Ptolemais

;
and having overcome the men in

battle, he shut them up in the city, and sat

round about it, and besieged it ; for of the mari-

time cities there remained only Ptolemais and
Gala to be conquered, besides Strato's Tower
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus.

Now while Antiochus Philometor, and Antiochus

who was called Cyzicenus, were making war one

against another, and destroying one another's

armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no

assistance from them
;
but when they were dis-

tressed with this siege, Zoilus, who possessed
Strato's Tower and Dora, and

Siege of maintained a legion of soldiers,

Ptolemala. and, on occasion of the contest be-

tween the kings, affected tyranny

himself, came and brought some small assistance

to the people of Ptolemais
; nor indeed had the

kings such a friendship for them as that they
should hope for any advantage from them. Both
those kings were in the case of wrestlers, who
finding themselves sufficient in strength, and yet

being ashamed to yield, put off the fight by
laziness, and by laying still as long as they can.

The only hope they had remaining was from the

kings of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus,
who now held Cyprus, and who came to Cyprus
when he was driven from the government of

Egypt by Cleopatra his mother : so the people
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus and
desired him to come as a confederate, to deliver

them, now they were in such danger, out of the

hands of Alexander. And as the ambassadors

gave him hopes, that if he would pass over into

Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the

side of those of Ptolemais
; as they also said that

Zoilus, and besides these the Sidonians and many
others, would assist them, so he was elevated at

this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible.

3. BUT IN this interval Demenetus, one that

was of abilities to persuade men to do as he

would have them, and a leader of the populace,
made those of Ptolemais change their opinions ;

and said to them, That it was better to run the

hazard of being subject to the

The Ptolemais Jews than to admit of evident

advised to slavery by delivering themselves
submit to the Up to a master

; and besides that,
Jews.

to have not on[y a war at presen^
but to expect a much greater war

from Egypt ; for that Cleopatra would not over-

look an army raised by Ptolemy for himself out

of the neighbourhood, but would come against
them with a great army of her own, and this be-

cause she was labouring to eject her son out of

Cyprus also
;
that as for Ptolemy, if he fail of

his hopes, he can still retire to Cyprus : but that

they will be left in the greatest danger possible.

Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of the

change that was made in the people of Ptolemais,

yet did he still go on with his voyage, and came
to the country called Sycamine, and there set

his army on shore. This army of his. in the

whole horse and foot together, were about thirt5

thousand, with which he marched near to Ptole-

mais, and there pitched his camp : but when the

people of Ptolemais neither received his ambas-

sadors, nor would hear what they had to say, he
was under a very great concern.

4. BUT WHEN Zoilus and the people ol

Gaza came to him, and desired his assistance,
because their country was laid

waste by the Jews, and by Alex- Alexander

ander, Alexander raised the raises the

siege, for fear of Ptolemy : and siege,

when he had drawn off his army
into his own country, he used a stratagem

afterwards, by privately inviting Cleopatra to

come against Ptolemy, but publicly pretending to

desire a league of friendship and mutual assist-

ance with him
; and promising to give him four

hundred talents of silver, he desired that, by
way of requital, he would take off Zoilus the

tyrant, and give his country to the Jews. And
then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, made such

a league of friendship with Alexander, and sub-

dued Zoilus : but when he afterward heard that

he had privily sent to Cleopatra his mother, he
broke the league with him, which yet he had
confirmed with an oath, and fell upon him, and

besieged Ptolemais, because it would not receive

him. However, leaving his generals, with some

part of his forces, to go on with the siege, he went

himselfimmediately with the rest to lay Judeain
waste ; and when Alexander un-

derstood this to be Ptolemy's Alexander

intention, he also got together
moves against

about fifty thousand soldiers out
ptolemy-

of his own country ; nay, as some
writers have, eighty thousand. 1 He then took

his army, and went to meet Ptolemy ; but

Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of Galilee, and
took it by force on the Sabbath-day, and there

he took about ten thousand slaves, and a great
deal of other prey.

5. HE THEN tried to take Sepphoris, which

was a city not far from that which was destroyed,
but lost many of his men ; yet did he then go to

fight with Alexander. Alexander met -him

at the river Jordan, near a certain place called

Saphoth, [not far from the river Jordan] and

pitched his camp near to the enemy. He had,

however, eight thousand in the first rank, which

he styled Hecatontomachi, having shields of

brass. Those in the first rank of Ptolemy's
soldiers also had shields covered with brass ; but

Ptolemy's soldiers in other respects were inferior

to those of Alexander, and therefore were more

fearful of running hazards ; but Philostephanus,

1 From these and other occasionalexpressions,

dropped by Josephus, we may learn, that where

the sacred books of the Jews were deficient, l;t

had several other histories then extant (but now
most of them lost) -which he faithfullyfollowed
in his own history; nor, indeed, have we any
other records of those times relating to Judea,
that can be compared to these accounts of Jose-

phus ; though, when we do meet with authentic

fragments of such original records, they must

always confirm his history.
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the camp-master, put great courage into them,

and ordered them to pass the river, which was

between their camps : nor did Alexander think

fit to hinder their passage over

Defeat of it ; for he thought that if the

Alexander, enemy had once gotten the river

on their back, that he should the

easier take them prisoners, when they could not

flee out of the battle ; in the beginning of which,
the acts on both sides, with their hands, and
with their alacrity, were alike, and a great

slaughter was made by both the armies ; but

Alexander was superior, till Philostephanus

opportunely brought up the auxiliaries, to help
those that were giving way ; but as there were

no auxiliaries to afford help to that part of the

Jews that gave way, it fell out that they fled,

and those near them did not assist them, but fled

along with them. However, Ptolemy's soldiers

acted quite otherwise ; for they followed the

Jews, and killed them, till at length those that

slew them pursued after them when they had
made them all run away, and slew them so long,
that their weapons of iron were blunted, and
their hands quite tired with the slaughter : for

the report was, that thirty thousand men were
then slain. Timagenes says, they were fifty

thousand. As for the rest, they were part of

them taken captives ; and the other part ran

away to their own country.

6. AFTER THIS victory, Ptolemy over-ran

all the country ; and when night came on, he

abode in certain villages of Judea, which, when
he found full of women and children, he com-

manded his soldiers to strangle

Ptolemy them, and to cut them in pieces,
over-runs and then to cast them into boil-

Judea.
jng caldrons, and then to devour

their limbs as sacrifices. This

commandment was given, that such as fled from

the battle, and came to them, might suppose
their enemies were cannibals, and eat men's

flesh, and might on that account be still more

terrified at them upon such a sight. And both

Strabo and Nicholaus [of Damascus] affirm, that

they used these people after this manner, as I

have already related. Ptolemy also took Ptole-

inais by force, as we have declared elsewhere.

CHAPTER XIII.

How Alexander, upon the League of mutual

Defence which. Cleopatra had agreed with

him, made an Expedition against Cele-

syria; and utterly overthrew the City of
Gaza ; and how he slew many Ten Thou-

sands of Jews that rebelled against hint ;

also concerningAntiochus Grypus, Seleucu,,

Antiochus Cyzicenus, and Antiochus Pius,
and others.

1. WHEN CLEOPATRA saw that her

son was grown great, and laid Judea waste

without disturbance, and had gotten the city of

Gaza under his power she resolved no longer to

overlook what he did, when he was almost at

her gates ; and she concluded that, now he was

c much stronger than before, he would be very

desirous of the dominion over the Egyptians ;

but she immediately marched

against him, with a fleet at sea Cleopatra
and an army of foot on land, and marches

made Chelcias and Ananias, the against

Jews, generals of her whole army,
whilst she sent the greatest part
of her riches, her grandchildren, and her testa-

ment, to the people of Cos.l Cleopatra also

ordered her son Alexander to sail with a great
fleet to Phenicia : and when that country had

revolted, she came to Ptolemais
; and because

the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, she

besieged' the city ; but Ptolemy went out of

Syria, and made haste unto Egypt, supposing
that he should find it destitute of an army, and
soon take it, though he failed of his hopes. At
this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's generals,

happened to die in Celesyria, as he was in

pursuit of Ptolemy.
2. WHEN CLEOPATRA heard of her son's

attempt, and that his Egyptian expedition did

not succeed according to his expectations, she

sent thither part of her army, and drove him out

of that country ; so when he was returned out of

Egypt again, he abode during the winter at

Gaza, in which time Cleopatra took the garrison
that was in Ptolemais, by siege,

as well as the city ; and when Cleopatra
Alexander came to her, he gave takes

her presents, and such marks of Ptolemais.

respect as were but proper, since,

under the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he
had no other refuge but her. Now there were

some of her friends who persuaded her to seize

Alexander, and to over-run and take possession
of the country, and not to sit still and see such a

multitude of brave Jews subject to one man
;

but Ananias's counsel was contrary to theirs,

who said that she would do an unjust action if

she deprived a man that was her ally of that

authority which belonged to him, and this a
man who is related to us ; "for (said he) I would
not have thee ignorant of this, that what injustice
thou dost to him will make all us that are Jews
to be thy enemies." This desire of Ananias,

Cleopatra complied with ; and did no injury to

Alexander, but made a league of mutual assist-

ance with him at Scythopolis, a city of Celesyria.

3. SO WHEN Alexander was delivered from

the fear he was in of Ptolemy, he presently made
an expedition against Celesyria. He also took

Gadara, after a siege of ten months. He took

also Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging
to the inhabitants above Jordan, where Theo-

dorus, the son of Zeno, had his chief treasure,

and what he esteemed most precious. This

Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew

ten thousand of them, and seized upon Alex-

1 This city, or island Cos, is not that remote

island in tlie Egean Sea, famous for the birth

of thegreat Hippocrates, but a city or island of

the same name adjoining to Egypt, mentioned

both by Stephanus and Ptolemy, as Dr. Hudson

informs us. Of which Cos, and the treasures

there laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, set

Antia. b. xiv. ch. vii. sfd. 2.
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ander's baggage : yet did not this misfortune

terrify Alexander; but he made an expedition

upon the maritime parts of the country, Raphia
and Anthedon (the name of which king Herod
afterwards changed to Agrippias) and took even

that by force; but when Alexander saw that

Ptolemy was retired from Gaza to Cyprus, and

his mother Cleopatra was returned to Egypt, he

grew angry at the people of Gaza, because they

had invited Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged

their city, and ravaged their

Gaza country ;
but as Apollodotus, the

besieged. general of the army of Gaza, fell

upon the camp of the Jews by

night, with two thousand foreign, and ten thou-

sand of his own forces, while the night lasted,

those of Gaza prevailed, because the enemy was

made to believe that it was Ptolemy who attacked

them ; but when day was come on, and that

mistake was corrected, and the Jews knew the

truth of the matter, they came back again and

fell upon those of Gaza, and slew of them about

a thousand ;
but as those of Gaza stoutly resisted

them, and would not yield for either their want

of any thing, or for the great multitude that were

slain (for they would rather suffer any hardship

whatever than come under the power of their

enemies) Aretas, king of the Arabians, a person

then very illustrious, encouraged them to go on

with alacrity, and promised them that he would

come to their assistance ;
but it happened that,

before he came, Apollodotus was slain ;
for his

brother Lysimachus, envying him for the great

reputation he had gained among the citizens,

slew him, and got the army together, and de-

'ivered up the city to Alexander ; who, when he

came in at first, lay quiet, but afterward set his

army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave
them leave to punish them ; so

People of Gaza some went one way, and some

punished, went another, and slew the in-

habitants of Gaza, yet were not

they of cowardly hearts, but opposed those that

came to slay them, and slew as many of the

Jews ;
and some of them, when they saw them-

selves deserted, burnt their own houses, that the

enemy might get none of their spoils ; nay, some

of them, with their own hands, slew their children

and their wives, having no other way but this of

avoiding slavery for them, but the senators, who

were in all five hundred, fled to Apollo's temple

(for this attack happened to be made as they

were sitting) whom Alexander slew ;
and when

he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned

to Jerusalem, having spent a year in that siege.

4. ABOUT THIS very time Antiochus, who
was called Grypus, died.l His death was caused

by Heracleon's treachery, when he had lived forty-

five years, and had reigned twenty-nine.2 His

son Seleucus succeeded him in the kingdom, and

made war with Antiochus, his father's brother,

1 This account of the death ofAntiochus G
pus is confirmed by Appian, Syriac. p. 132, Jter*

cited by Spanheint.
2 Porphyry says that this Antiochus Grypu*

reigned but twenty-six years, as Dr. Hudson
observes.

who was called Antiochus Cyzicenus, and beat

him, and took him prisoner, and slew him
;
but

after a while Antiochus.l the son of Cyzicenus,
who was Pius, came to Aradus, and put the

diadem oa his own head ;
and made war

with Seleucus, and beat him, and
drove him out of all Syria ; but Seleucus

when he fled out of Syria, he driven out of

came to Mopsuestia again, and Syria,

levied money upon them
;
but

the people of Mopsuestia had indignation at

what he did, and burnt down his palace, and

slew him, together with his friends ; but when

Antiochus, the son of Cyzicenus, was king of

Syria, Antiochus,S the brother of Seleucus,

made war upon him, and was overcome, and de-

stroyed, he and his army. After him, his brother

Philip put on the diadem, and reigned over some

part of Syria ; but Ptolemy Lathyrus sent for his

fourth brother Demetrius, who was called

Eucerus, from Cnidus, and made him king of

Damascus. Both these brothers

did Antiochus vehemently oppose, Demetrius

but presently died ; for when he made king,

was come as an auxiliary to Lao-

dice, queen of the Gileadites,3 when she was

making war against the Parthians, and he was

fighting courageously, he fell, while Demetrius

and Philip governed Syria, as hath been else-

where related.

5. AS TO Alexander, his own people were

seditious against him
;
for at a festival which

was then celebrated, when he stood upon the

altar, and was going to sacrifice, the nation rose

upon him and pelted him with citrons [which

they then had in their hands, because] the law

of the Jews required, that at the Feast of Taber-

nacles, every one should have branches of the

palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing we have

elsewhere related. They also

reviled him, as derived from a Alexander

captive, 4 and so unworthy of his reviled,

dignity and of sacrificing. At

this he was in a rage, and slew of them about six

1 The copies of Josephus, both Greek and La-

tin, have here so grossly false a reading, Anti-

ochus and Antoninus, or Antonius Pius, for

Antiochus Pius, that the editors are forced to

correct the text from the other historians ; who
all agree that this king's name was nothing
more than Antiochus Pius.

2 These two brothers, Antiochus and Philip-

pits, are called twins by Porphyry ; the fourth
brother was king of Damascus. Both which

are the observations ofSpanheim.
3 This Laodicea was a city ofGilead, beyond

Jordan. However, Porphyry says, that this

Antiochus Pius did not die in this battle ; but,

running away, was drowned in the riverOron-

tes. Appian says, that he was deprived of the

kingdom of Syria by Tigranes ; but Porphyry
makes this Laodice queen of the Calamans ; all

which is noted by Spanheim. In such confusion

of the later historians, we have no reason to pre-

fer any of them before Josephus, who had mart

original ones before him.
4 Thi* reproach upon Alexander, That //
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thousand. He also built a partition-wall of wood
round the altar and the temple, as far as that

partition within which it was only lawful for the

priests to enter
;
and by this means he obstructed

the multitude from coming at him. He also

maintained foreigners of Pisidise and Cilicia ; for

as to the Syrians, he was at war with them, and
so made no use of them. He also overcame the

Arabians ; such as the Moabites, and Gilead,
and made them bring tribute. Moreover he de-

molished Amathus, while Theodorus 1 durst not

fight with him
; but as he had joined battle with

Obedas, king of the Arabians, and fell into an

ambush in the places that were rugged and

difficult to be travelled over, he was thrown down
into a deep valley, by the multitude of the

camels at Gadara, a village of Gilead, and hardly

escaped with his life. From thence he fled to

Jerusalem, where, besides his other ill-success,

the nation insulted him, and he fought against
them for six years, and slew no fewer than fifty

thousand of them ; and when he desired that

they would desist from their ill-will to him, they
hated him so much the more, on account of what
had already happened ;

and when he had asked

them what he ought to do, they all cried out, That
he ought to kill himself. They also sent to Deme-
trius Eucerus, and desired him to make a league
of mutual defence with them.

CHAPTER XIV.

How Demetrius Eucerus overcame Alexander,
and yet in a little time, retired out of the

Countryfor Fear of the Jews; as also how
Alexander slew many of the yews, and

thereby got clear of his troubles. Concern-

ing the Death of Demetrius,

1. SO DEMETRIUS came with an army,
and took those that invited him, and pitched his

camp near the city Shechem ; upon which

Alexander, with his six thousand two hundred

mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews,
who were of his party, went against Demetrius,
who had three thousand horsemen, and forty

thousand foot-men. Now there were great

endeavours used on both sides, Demetrius try-

ing to bring off the mercenaries that were with

Alexander, because they were Greeks ; and
Alexander tried to bring off the Jews that were

with Demetrius. However, when neither of

them could persuade them so to do, they came
to a battle, and Demetrius was the conqueror ;

in which all Alexander's mercenaries were killed,

when they had given demonstration of their

fidelity and courage. A great number of Deme-
trius's soldiers were slain also.

2. NOW AS Alexander fled to the mountains,
six thousand of the Jews hereupon came together

[from Demetrius] to him, out of pity at the

was sprung from a captive, seems only the re-

petition of the old Pharisaical calumny upon
his father, ch. x. sect. j.

1 This Theodorus was the son ofZeno, and
was in possession ofAmathus. as we learn from
sect. 3foregoing.

change of his fortune : upon which Demetrius
was afraid, and retired out of the country ;

aftei

which the Jews fought against Alexander, and

being beaten, were slain in great numbers in the

several battles which they had ; and when he had
shut up the most powerful of them in the city

Bethome, he besieged them therein ; and when
he had taken the city and gotten the men into

his power, he brought them to Jerusalem, and

did one of the most barbarous actions in the

world to them
; for as he was feasting with his

concubines, in the sight of all the city, he ordered

about eight hundred of them to

be crucified
;
and while they were Barbarity of

living, he ordered the throats of Alexander,

their children and wives to be cut

before their eyes. This was indeed by way of

revenge for the injuries they had done him
;

which punishment yet was of an inhuman nature,

though we suppose that he had been ever so

much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his

wars with them, for he had by their means come
to the last degree of hazard, both of his life and
of his kingdom, while they were not satisfied by
themselves only to fight against him, but intro-

duced foreigners also for the same purpose ; nay,
at length they reduced him to that degree of

necessity, that he was forced to deliver back to the

king of Arabia the land of Moab and Gilead,
which he had subdued, and the places that were
in them, that they might not join with them in

the war against him, as they had done ten thou-

sand other things that tended to affront and

reproach him. However, this barbarity seems

to have been without any necessity, on which

account he bare the name of a Thracian among
the Jews ;1 whereupon the soldiers, that had

fought against him, being about eight thousand

in number, ran away by night, and continued

fugitives all the time that Alexander lived ; who

being now freed from any further disturbance

from them, reigned the rest of his time in the

utmost tranquillity.

3. BUT WHEN Demetrius was departed
out of Judea, he went to Berea, and besieged
his brother Philip, having with him ten thousand

foot-men, and a thousand horsemen. However,

Strato, the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of

Philip, called in Zizon the ruler of the Arabian

tribes, and Mithridates Sinax, the ruler of the

Parthians, who coming with a great number of

forces, and besieging Demetrius

in his encampment, into which Demetrtai

they had driven him with their besieged,

arrows, they compelled those that

were with him, by thirst, to deliver up them-

selves. So they took a great many spoils out of

that country, and Demetrius himself, whom they
sent to Mithridates, who was then king of

Parthia
;
but as to those whom they took cap-

tives of the people of Antioch, they restored

them to the Antiochians without any reward.

Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, had

1 This name Tkracida, which the Jews gave

Alexander, must, by the coherence, denote as

barbarous as a Thracian, or somewhat like it ;

but wftai it properly signifies is not known.
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Demetrius in great honour, till Demetrius ended

his life by sickness. So Philip, presently after

the fight was over, came to Antioch, and took it,

and reigned over Syria.

CHAPTER XV.

How Antiockus, -who was called Dionysus, and
after him A ret/is, made Expeditions into

Judea; as also how Alexander took many
Cities, and then returned to Jerusalem,
and after a Sickness of Three Years died ;

and what Counsel he gave to A lexandra.

1. AFTER THIS, Antiochus, who was

called Dionysus,! and was Philip's brother,

aspired to the dominion, and came to Damascus,
and got the power into his hands, and there he

reigned ;
but as he was making war against the

Arabians, his brother Philip heard of it, and

came to Damascus, where Milesius, who had

been left governor of the citadel, and the

Damascens themselves delivered up the city to

him ; yet because Philip was become ungrateful

to him, and had bestowed upon him nothing of

that in hopes whereof he had received him into

the city, but had a mind to have it believed that

it was rather delivered up out of fear than by
the kindness of Milesius, and because he had

not rewarded him as he ought to have done, he

became suspected by him, and so he was obliged

to leave Damascus again ; for Milesius caught
him marching out into the Hippodrome, and

shut him up in it, and kept Damascus for Anti-

ochus [Eucerus], who, hearing how Philip's

affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He also

came immediately, and made an expedition

against Judea, with eight thou-

Dionysna sand aumed foot-men, and eight

Invades Judea. hundred horsemen. So Alex-

ander, out of fear of his coming,

dug a deep ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba,

which is now called Antipatris, to the sea of

Joppa, on which part only his army could be

brought against him. He also raised a wall,

and erected wooden towers, and intermediate re-

doubts, for one hundred and fifty furlongs in

length, and there expected the coming of Anti-

ochus ; but he soon burnt them all, and made
his army pass by that way into Arabia. The
Arabian king [Aretas] at first retreated, but

afterward appeared on the sudden with ten

thousand horsemen. Antiochus gave them the

meeting, and fought desperately ; and indeed

when he had gotten the victory, and was bring-

ing some auxiliaries to that part of his army that

was in distress, he was slain. When Antiochus

was fallen, his army fled to the village Cana,
where the greatest part of them perished by
famine.

2. AFTER HIM2 Aretas reigned over Cele-

1 Spanheim takes notice, that this Antiochus

Dionysus [the brother ofPhilip, and of Deme-
trius Eucerus, and of two others] was thefifth

son ofAntiochus Grypus ; and that he is styled

on the coins
"
Antiochus, Epiphanes, Dionysus."

. 2 This Aretas was t/ie first king of the Ara-

syria, being called to the government by those

that held Damascus, by reason of the hatred

they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He also made
thence an expedition against Judea, and beat

Alexander in battle, near a place called Adida ;

yet did he, upon certain conditions agreed on

between them, retire out of Judea.
3. BUT ALEXANDER marched again to

the city Dios, and took it, and then made an

expedition against Essa, where was the best part

of Zeno's treasures, and there he encompassed
the place with three walls; and when he had

taken the city by fighting, he marched to Golan

and Seleucia ; and when he had

taken these cities, he, besides Alexander's

them, took that valley which is auccesses.

called The Valley of Antiochus,

as also the fortress of Gamala. He also accused

Demetrius, who was governor of those places, of

many crimes, and turned him out ;
and after he

had spent three years in this war, he returned to

his own country ;
when the Jews joyfully re-

ceived him upon this his good success.

4. NOW AT this time the Jews were in

possession of the following cities that had be-

longed to the Syrians, and Idumeans, and

Phenicians : At the sea-side, Strato's Tower.

Apollonia, Joppa, Jamnia, Ashdod, Gaza, An-

thedon, Raphia, and Rhinocolura ; in the middle

of the country, near to Idumea, Adora, and

Marissa; near the country of Samaria, mount

Carmel, and mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and

Gadara ; of the country of the Gaulonitis, Se-

leucia, and Gabala ;
in the country of Moab,

Heshbon, and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas,

Gelithon, Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and

Pella ; which last they utterly destroyed, because

its inhabitants would not bear to change their re-

ligious rites for those peculiar to the Jews.l The

Jews also possessed others of the principal cities

of Syria, which had been destroyed.

5. AFTER THIS, king Alexander, although

he fell into a distemper by hard drinking, and

had a quartan ague which held him three years,

yet would not leave off going out with his army,

Mans who took Damascus, and reigned tltere ;

which name became afterwards common to such

A rabian kings, both at Petra and atDamascus,
as we learnfrom Josephus in many places ; and

from St. Paul, l Cor. xi. 32. See the note on

Antiq. b. xvi. ch. ix. sect. 4.

1 We may here and elsewhere take notice, that

whatever countries or cities the Asamoneans

conqueredfrom any ofthe neighbouring nations,
or whatever countries or cities they gainedfrom
them that had not belonged to them before, they,

after the days of Hyrcanus, compelled the in-

habitants to leave their idolatry, and entirely

to receive the law ofMoses, as proselytes ofjus-

tice, or else banishedthem into other lands. That

excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it to tJie

Idumeans, as I have noted on ch. ix. sect. /, al-

ready, who lived then in thepromised land, and

this I suppose justly ; but by what right the rest

did it, even to the countries or cities that were

no part of that land, I do not at all know. Thii

fro'ts too like unjust persecutionfor religion.
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till he was quite spent with the labours he had

undergone, and died in the bounds of Ragaba,
fortress beyond Jordan. But when his queen
saw that he was ready to die, and had no longer

any hopes of surviving, she came to him weeping
and lamenting, and bewailed herselfand her sons

on the desolate condition they should be left in ;

and said to him, "To whom dost thou thus leave

me and my children, who are destitute of all

other supports, and this when thou knowest how
much ill-will thy nation bears

Death of thee ?
" But he gave her the

Alexander, following advice : That she need

but follow what he would suggest
to her, in order to retain the kingdom securely,

with her children : that she should conceal his

death from the soldiers till she should have taken

that place ; after this, she should go in triumph,

as upon a victory, to Jerusalem, and put some

of her authority into the hands of the Pharisees ;

for that they would commend her for the honour

she had done them, and would reconcile the

nation to her ; for he told her they had authority

among the Jews, both to do hurt to such as they

hated, and to bring advantages to those to whom
they were friendly disposed ; for that they are

then believed best of all by the multitude when

they speak any severe thing against others,

though it be only out of envy at them. And he

said, that it was by their means that he had

incurred the displeasure of the nation, whom
indeed he had injured.

" Do thou, therefore,"

said he, "when thou art come to Jerusalem,

send for the leading men among them, and show

them my body, and with great appearance of

sincerity, give them leave to use it as they

themselves please, whether they will dishonour

the dead body by refusing it burial, as having

severely suffered by my means, or whether in

theitanger they will offer any other injury to

that body. Promise them also, that thou wilt

do nothing without them in the affairs of the

kingdom. If thou dost but say this to them, I

shall have the honour of a more glorious funeral

from them than thou couldst have made for me :

and when it is in their power to abuse my dead

body they will do it no injury at all, and thou wilt

rule in safety."! So when he had given his wife

1 // seems, by this dying advice ofAlexander

yanneus to his "wife, that he had himself pur-
sued the measures of his father Hyrcanus, and
taken part witi'i the Sadducees who kept close to

the written latj against the Pharisees, who had
introduced their own traditions, ch. xvi. sect. 2;

aud that he now saiv a political necessity ofsub-

mitting to the Pharisees, and their traditions

hereafter, if his widow and J'imily minded to

retain theirmonarchicalgovernment or tyranny
over the Jewish nation: which sect yet, thus

supported, were at last in a great measure the

ruin of the religion, government, and nation of
the Jews, and brought them into so wicked a

state, that the vengeance ofGod came upon them
to theii utterexcision. Just thus did Caiaphas
politically advise the Jewish sanhedrim, John
xi. JO,

"
that it was expedientforthem that one

man should diefor thepeople, and that the whole

this advice, he died, after he had reigned

twenty-seven years, and lived fifty years, within

one.

CHAPTER XVI.

How Alexandra, by gaining the Good-will oj
the Phai isees, retained the kingdom Nine

Years, and then, having done manyglorious

Actions, died.

I. SO ALEXANDRA, when she had taken
the fortress, acted as her husband had suggested
to her, and spake to the Pharisees, and put all

things into their power, both as to the dead body
and as to the affairs of the kingdom, and therebj
pacified their anger against Alexander, and made
them bear good-will and friendship to him

; who
then came among the multitude, and made
speeches to them, and laid before them the ac-

tions of Alexander, and told them
that they had lost a righteous Alexandra

king ; and by the commendation pacifies the

they gave him, they brought them people,

to grieve, and to be in heaviness

for him, so that he had a funeial more splendid
than had any of the kings before him. Alexander
left behind him two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristo-'

bulus, but committed the kingdom to Alexandra.

Now, as to these two sons, Hyrcanus was indeed

unable to manage public affairs, and delighted
rather in a quiet life

; but the younger, Aristobu-

lus, was an active and a bold man ;
and for this

woman herself, Alexandra, she was loved by the

multitude, because she seemed displeased at the

offences her husband had been guilty of.

2. SO SHE made Hyrcanus high priest, be-

cause he was the elder, but much more because

he cared not to meddle with politics, and per-

mitted the Pharisees to do every thing ;
to whom

also she ordered the multitude to be obedient.

She also restored again those practices which the

Pharisees had introduced, according to the tra-

ditions of their forefathers, and which her father-

nation perish not ;" and this in consequence oj

their own political supposal, ver. 4.8, that,
"
If

they let Jesus alone," with his miracles,
"
all

men would believe on him ; and the Romans
would come and take away both theirplace and
nation." Which political crucifixion of Jesus

ofNazareth broughtdmvn the vengeance of God

upon them, and occasioned those very Romans,
of whom they seemed so much afraid, that to

prevent it they put him to death, actually to

"come and take away both their place and na-

tion," within thirty-eight years afterwards. I

heartily wish the politicians of Christendom
would considerthose and the like examples, and
no longer sacrifice all virtue and religion to

their pernicious schemes of government, to the

bringing down thejudgments ofGod upon them-

selves, and the several nations intrusted to their

care. But this is a digression : I wish it were

an unseasonable one also. Josephus himselj

\everal times makes such digressions; and I

here -venture tofollow him. See one of them at

the conclusion of the -very next chapter.
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in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So she had

indeed the name of the Regent ; but the Phari-

sees had the authority ; for it was they who re-

stored such as had been banished,
The Pharisees and set such as were prisoners at

In power. liberty, and, to say all at once,

they differed in nothing from lords.

However, the queen also took care of the affairs

of the kingdom, and got together a great body of

mercenary soldiers, and increased her own army
to such a degree, that she became terrible to the

neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of them :

and the country was entirely at peace, excepting
the Pharisees

; for they disturbed the queen, and
desired that she would kill those who persuaded
Alexander to slay the eight hundred men ; after

which they cut the throat of one of them, Dio-

genes : and after him they did the same to several,

one after another, till the men that were the most

potent came into the palace, and Aristobulus with

them, for he seemed to be displeased at what was
done ; and it appeared openly that, if he had an

opportunity, he would not permit his mother to

go on so. These put the queen in mind what

great dangers they had gone through, and great

things they had done, whereby they had demon-
strated the firmness of their fidelity to their

master, insomuch that they had received the

greatest marks of favour from him ; and they

begged of her, that she would not utterly blast

their hopes, as it now happened, that when they
had escaped the hazards that arose from their

[open] enemies, they were to be cut off at home,
by their [private] enemies, like brute beasts,
without any help whatsoever. They said also,

that if their adversaries would be

Alexander's satisfied with those that had been
advisers seek slain already, they would take
protection. what had been done patiently, on

account of their natural love to

their governors ; but if they must expect the

same for the future also, they implored of her a

dismission from her service
;
for they could not

bear to think of attempting any method for their

deliverance without her, but would rather die

willingly before the palace-gate, in case she

would not forgive them. And that it was a

great shame, both for themselves and for the

queen, that when they were neglected by her,

they should come under the lash of her husband's

enemies
;
for that Aretas, the Arabian king, and

the monarchs, would give any reward, if they
could get such men as foreign auxiliaries, to

whom their very names, before their voices be

heard, may perhaps be terrible
; but if they could

not obtain this their second request, and if she

had determined to prefer the Pharisees before

them, they still insisted that she would place
them every one in her fortresses

; for if some fatal

demon hath a constant spite against Alexander's

house, they would be willing to bear their part,

and to live in a private station there.

3. AS THESE men said thus, and called upon
Alexander's ghost for commiseration of those

already slain, and those in danger of it, all the

bystanders brake out into tears : but Aristobulus

chiefly made manifest what were his sentiments,

and used many reproachful expressions to his

mother [saying],
"
Nay, indeed, the case is this,

that they have been themselves the authors of

their own calamities, who have permitted a

woman who, against reason, was mad with am-

bition, to reign over them, when there were sons

in the flower of their age fitter for it." So Alex-

andra, not knowing what to do with any decency,
committed the fortresses to them, all but Hyrca-
nia and Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her

principal treasures were. After

a little while also, she sent her Aristobulus

son, Aristobulus, with an army to sent against

Damascus against Ptolemy, who Ptolemy,

was called Menneus, who was such

a bad neighbour to the city ; but he did

nothing considerable there ; and so returned

home.

4. ABOUT THIS time news was brought that

Tigranes, the king of Armenia, had made an ir-

ruption into Syria with five hundred thousand

soldiers,! and was coming against Judea. This

news, as may well be supposed, terrified the

queen and the nation. Accordingly they sent

him many and very valuable presents, as also

ambassadors, and that as he was

besieging Ptolemais : for Selene An embassage

the queen, the same that was also * Tigranes.

called Cleopatra, ruled then over

Syria, who had persuaded the inhabitants to ex-

clude Tigranes. So the Jewish ambassadors in-

terceded with him, and entreated him that h

would determine nothing that was severe about

their queen or nation. He commended them for

the respects they paid him at so great a distance :

and gave them good hopes of his favour. But as

soon as Ptolemais was taken, news came to Ti-

granes, that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mithri-

dates, could not light upon him, who was fled

into Iberia, but was laying waste Armenia and

besieging its cities. Now, when Tigranes knew

this, he returned home.

j 5. AFTER THIS, when the queen was fallen

into a dangerous distemper, Aristobulus resolved

to attempt the seizing of the government ;
so he

stole away secretly by night, with only one of

his servants, and went to the fortresses, wherein

his friends, that were such from the days of his

fatherwere settled
;
for as hehad been a great while

displeased at his mother's conduct,

Revolt of so he was now much more afraid,

Aristobulus.
lest, upon her death, their whole

family should be under the power
of the Pharisees ; for he saw the inability of his

brother, who was to succeed in the government
nor was any one conscious of what he was doing

but only his wife, whom he left at Jerusalem with

their children. He first of all came to Agaba,

1 The number offive hundred thousand, or

even three hundred thousand, as one Greek copy,

with the Latin copies, have it, for Tigianes's

army, that came out ofA rmenia intoSyria and

yudea, seems much too large. We have already

several such extravagant numbers in Josephus's

present copies, which arenot to be at all ascribed

to him. Accordingly, I incline to Dr. Hudson's

emendation hert which supposes them butforty

thousand.
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where was Galestes, one of the potent men before

mentioned, and was received by him. When it

was day the queen perceived that Aristobulus

was fled
;
and for some time she supposed that

his departure was not in order to make any in-

novation ; but when messengers came one after

another, with the news that he had secured the

first place, the second place, and all the places,

for as soon as one had begun, they all submitted

to his disposal, then it was that the queen and
the nation were in the greatest disorder, for they
were aware that it would not be long ere

Aristobulus would be able to settle himself firmly

in the government. What they were principally

afraid of was this, that he would inflict punishment

upon them for the mad treatment his house had
had from them : so they resolved to take his wife

and children into custody, and keep them in the

fortress that was over the temple. 1 Now there

was a mighty conflux of people that came to

Aristobulus from all parts, insomuch that he had
a kind of royal attendance about him ; for in a

j

little more than fifteen days, he got twenty-two
j

strong places, which gave him the opportunity of
|

raising ail army from Libanus and
j

Successes of Trachonilis, and the monarchs :

Aristobulua. for men are easily led by the i

greater number, and easily submit

to them. And besides this, that by affording

their assistance, when he could not expect it,

they, as well as he, should have the advantages
that would come by his being king, because they
had been the occasion of his gaining the king-

dom. Now the elders of the Jews, and Hyrcanus
with them, went in unto the queen, and desired,

j

That she would give them her sentiments about
j

the present posture of affairs, for that Aristobulus I

was in effect lord of almost all the kingdom, by |

possessing of so many strong-holds, and that it !

was absurd for them to take any counsel by them-
j

selves, how ill soever she were, whilst she was I

alive, and that the danger would be upon them

in no long time. But she bade them to do what

they thought proper to be done : that they had

many circumstances in their favour still remain-

ing ; a nation in good heart, an army, and money
in their several treasuries, for that she had small

concern about public affairs now, when the

strength of her body already failed her.

6. NOW A little while after she had said this

to them, she died, when she had reigned nine

years, and had in all lived seventy-three. A
woman she was who showed no signs of the weak-
ness of her sex, for she was sagacious to the

greatest degree in her ambition of governing ;

and demonstrated by her doings at once, that her

mind was fit for action, and that sometimes men
themselves show the little understanding they
have by the frequent mistakes they
make in point of government ; for Character of

she always preferred the present Alexandra,

to futurity, and preferred the power
of an imperious dominion above all things, and
in comparison of that, had no regard to what was

good or what was right. However, she brought
the affairs of her house to such an unfortunafe

condition, that she was the occasion of taking

away that authority from it, and that in no long
time afterward, which she had obtained by a vast

number of hazards and misfortunes, and this out

of a desire of what does not belong to a woman,
and all by a compliance in her sentiments with

those that bare ill-will to their family, and by
leaving the administration destitute of a proper

support of great men ; and indeed, her manage-
ment during her administration, while she was

alive, was such as filled the palace after her death

with calamities and disturbance. However, al-

though this had been her way of governing, she

preserved the nation in peace : and this is the

conclusion of the affairs of Alexandra.

BOOK XIV.
CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS FROM THE DEATH OF

QUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS.

CHAPTER I.

The War between Aristobulus and Hyrcanus
about the Kingdom ; andhow they made an

Agreement thatA ristobulus shouldbe King,
and Hyrcanus live a private Life ; as also

how Hyrcanus, a little afterward, was

persuaded by A ntipater to fly to A retas.

1. WE HAVE related the affairs of queen

1 This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower,
whither the wi/e s.nd children of A ristobulus

were now sent, andwhich overlooked the temple,
could be no other than what Hyicanus I. built,

A it tig. b. xviii. ch. iv. sect. 3. ; and Herod the

Alexandra, and her death, in the foregoing book,

and will now speak of what followed, and was

connected with those histories ; declaring, before

we proceed, that we have nothing so much at

heart as this, that we may omit no facts eithet

through ignorance or laziness ;1 for we are upon

Great rebuilt, and called the
" Tower ofAn-

tonia," Antiq. b. xv. ch. xi. sect. J.

1 Reland takes notice here, very justly, how

Josephus's declaration, that it was his great

concern not only to write "an agreeable, an

accurate," and "a true" history, but also dis-

\
tinctly; "not to omit any thing" [of conse-

\ guence}, either through
"
ignorattce or laziness,'
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BOOK I.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN YEARS

FROM ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES TAKING JERUSALEM TO THE DEATH OF

HEROD THE GREAT.

CHAPTER I.

How the City "Jerusalem was taken, and the

Temple pillaged [by Antiochus Epiphanes}.

As also concerning the Actions ofthe Macca-

bees, Matthias, and Judas ; and concerning

the Death of Judas.

1. AT THE same time that Antiochus, who

is called Epiphanes, had a quarrel with the sixth

Ptolemy about his right to the whole country of

Syria, a great sedition fell among

The taking of 'he men of power in Judea, and

Jerusalem they had a contention about ob-

by Autiochua. taining the government ;
while

each of those that were of dignity

could not endure to be subject to their equals.

However, Onias, one of the high priests, got the

better, and cast the sons of Tobias out of the

city ; who fled to Antiochus, and besought him

to make use of them for his leaders, and to make
an expedition into Judea. The king being

thereto disposed beforehand, complied with them,

and came upon the Jews with a great army, and

took their city by force, and slew a great multi-

tude of those that favoured Ptolemy, and sent

out his soldiers to plunder them, without mercy.

He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the

constant practice of offering a daily sacrifice of

expiation for three years and six months. But

Onias, the high priest, fled to Ptolemy, and

received a place from him in the Nomus of

Heliopolis, where he built a city resembling

Jerusalem, and a temple that was like its temple; 1

concerning which we shall speak more in its pro-

per place hereafter.

2. NOW ANTIOCHUS was not satisfied

either with his unexpected taking the city, or

with its pillage, or with the great slaughter he

had made there ; but being over-

Antlochui come with his violent passions,

oppresses the and remembering what he had
Jews suffered during the siege, he com-

pelled the Jews to dissolve the

laws of their country, and to keep their infants

1 / see little difference in tJie several accounts

in Josephus about the Egyptian temple Onion,

ifwhich large complaints are made by his com-

mentators. Onias, it seems, hoped to have

made it very like that at Jerusalem, and of the

same dimensions; and so he appears to have

really done, asfar as he was able, and thought

proper. Of this temple see Antiq. b. xiii. ch.

Hi. sect. 1-3; and of tlte War, b. vii. ch. jr.

tect. 3.

uncircumcised, and to sacrifice swine's flesh upon
the altar ; against which they all opposed them-

selves ; and the most approved among them were

put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent to

keep the fortresses, having these wicked com-

mands, joined to his own natural barbarity,

indulged all sorts of the extremest wickedness,

and tormented the worthiest of the inhabitants,

man by man, and threatened the city every day
with open destruction ; till at length he provoked
the poor sufferers, by the extremity of his wicked

doings, to avenge themselves.

3. ACCORDINGLY MATTHIAS, the son

of Asamoneus, one of the priests who lived in a

village called Modin, armed, himself, togethei

with his own family, which had
five sons of his in it, and slew Mattblai

Bacchides with daggers ; and defeats th

thereupon, out of the fear ofmany Roman*,

garrisons [of the enemy], he fled

to the mountains; and so many of the people
followed him, that he was encouraged to come
down from the mountains, am' to give battle to

Antiochus's generals, when he beat them, and

drove them out of Judea. So he came to the

government by this his success, and became the

prince of his own people by their own free con-

sent, and then died, leaving the government to

Judas, his eldest son.

4. NOW JUDAS, supposing that Anttochus

would not lie still, gathered an army out of his

own countrymen, and was the first that made a

league of friendship with the Ro-

mans, and drove Epiphanes out Antlochns

of the country when he had made diet.

a second expedition into it, and
this by giving him a great defeat there

;
and when

he was warmed by this great success, he made
an assault upon the garrison that was in the city,

for it had not been cut off hitherto ; so he ejected
them out of the upper city, and drove the soldiers

into the lower, which part of the city was called

the Citadel. He then got the temple under his

power, and cleansed the whole place, and walled

it round about, and made new vessels for sacred

ministrations, and brought them into the temple,
because the former vessels had been profaned.
He dso built another altar, and began to offer

the sacrifices ; and when the city had already re-

ceived its sacred constitution again, Antiochus
died ; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the

kingdom, and in his hatred to the Jews also.

5. SO THIS Antiochus got together fifty

thousand footmen, and five thousand horsemen,
and fourscore elephants, and marched through

Judea into the mountainous parts. He then took
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Bethsura, which was a small city ; but at a place

called Bethzarcharias, where the

Higsonin- passage was narrow, Judas met

vadea Jade* him with his army. However,
and takes before the forces joined battle,
Jerusalem,

ju^'s brother Eleazar, seeing

the very highest of the elephants

adorned with a large tower, and with military

trappings of gold to guard him, and supposing

that Antiochus himself was upon him, he ran a

great way before his own army, and cutting his

way through the enemies' troops, he got up to

the elephant ; yet could not reach him who
seemed to be the king, by reason of his being so

high ; but still he ran his weapon into the belly

of the beast, and brought him down upon him-

self, and was crushed to death, having done no

more than attempted great things, and showed

that he preferred glory before life. Now he that

governed the elephant was but a private man ;

but had he pioved to be Antiochus, Eleazar had

performed nothing more by this bold stroke than

that it might appear he chose to die, when he had
the bare hope of thereby doing a glorious action ;

nay, this disappointment proved an omen to his

brother [Judas] how the entire battle would end.

It is true that the Jews fought it out bravely for

a long time ; but the king's forces, being superior
in number, and having fortune on their side, ob-

tained the victory ; and when a great many of his

men were slain, Judas took the rest with him,
and fled to the toparchy of Gophna. So Anti-

ochus went to Jerusalem, and stayed there but a

few days, for he wanted provisions, and so he

went his way. He left indeed a garrison behind

him, such as he thought sufficient to keep the

place ; but drew the rest of his army off, to take

their winter quarters in Syria.

6. NOW, AFTER the king was departed,

Judas was not idle ; for as many of his own
nation came to him, so did he gather those that

had escaped out of the battle together, and gave
battle again to Antiochus's generals at a village

called Adasa ; and being too hard for his enemies

in the battle, and killing a great

Encounter number of them, he was at last

between Jews himself slain also. Nor was it

and Roman*. many days afterward that his

brother John had a plot laid

against him by Antiochus's party, and was slain

by them.

CHAPTER II.

Concerning the Successors of Judas, who inert

Jonathan, Simon, and John Hyrcanus.

1. WHEN JONATHAN, who was Judas's

brother, succeeded him, he behaved himself with

great circumspection in other respects, with re-

lation to his own people ;
and he

Jonathan sue- corroborated his authority by pro-
ceeds Jadaa, serving his friendship with the

Romans. He also made a league
with Ant'u>chus the son. Yet was not all this

sufficient for his security ; for the tyrant Trypho,
who was guardian to Antiochus's son, laid a plot

against him
; and, besides that, endeavoured to

take off his friends, and caught Jonathan by a
i

wile, as he was going to Ptolemais to Antiochus,
with a few persons in his company, and put them
in bonds, and then made an expedition against
(he Jews ; but when he was after-

ward driven away by Simon, who ! slain,

was Jonathan's brother, and was

enraged at his defeat, he put Jonathan to death.

2. HOWEVER, SIMON managed the pub-
lic affairs after a courageou? manner, and took

Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamnia, which were

cities in the neighourhood. He also got the

garrison under, and demolished

the citadel. He was afterward Simon

an auxiliary to Antiochus, against succeeds.

Trypho, whom he besieged in

Dora, before he went on his expedition against

the Medes ; yet could not he make the king
ashamed of his ambition, though he had assisted

him in killing Trypho ; for it was not long ere

Antiochus sent Cendebeus his general with an

army to lay waste Judea, and to subdue Simon ;

yet he, though he was now in years, conducted
the war as if he were a much younger man. He
also sent his sons with a band of strong men
against Antiochus, while he took part of the army
himself with him, and fell upon him from another

quarter ; he also laid a great many men in am-
bush in many places of the mountains, and was

superior in all his attacks upon them
; and when

he had been conqueror after so glorious a man-

ner, he was high priest, and also freed the Jews
from the dominion of the Macedonians, after a
hundred and seventy years of the empire [of

Seleucus].

3. THIS SIMON had also a plot laid against

him, and was slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptole-

my, who put his wife and two sons

into prison, and sent some persons Simon Is

to kill John, who was also called slain.

Hyrcanus.1 But when the young
man was informed of their coming beforehand,
he made much haste to get to the city, as having a

very great confidence in the people there, both on
account of the memory of the glorious actions of

his father, and of the hatred they could not but

bear to the injustice of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also

made an attempt to get into the city by another

gate; but was repelled by the people who had

just then admitted Hyrcanus ; so he retired pres-

ently to one of the fortresses that were about

Jericho, which was called Dagon. Now, when

Hyrcanus had received the high priesthood,
which his father had held before, and had offered

sacrifice to God, he made great haste to attack

1 Why this John the son of Simon, the high

priest and governor of the Jews, was called

Hyrcanus, Josephus nowhere informs us; nor
is he called other than John at the end of the

first book of the Maccabees. However, Sijctus

Senensis, when he fives us an epitome of tht

Greek version of the book here abridged by

Josephus, or of the Chronicles of this John
Hyrcanus, then extant, assures us that he was
called Hyrcanus, front his conquest of one oj

that name. See A uthent. Rec. part i. p. 27.

But of this younger Antiochus, see Dean Aid-

ridge's note here.
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Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his mother

and brethren.

4. SO HE laid siege to the fortress, and was

superior to Ptolemy in other respects, but was
overcome by him as to the just affection [he had
for his relations]; for when Ptolemy was distressed,

he brought forth his mother and his brethren, and
set them upon the wall, and beat

Hyrcanus them with rods in every body's
attack! sight, and threatened, that, unless

Ptolemy. he would go away immediately,
he would throw them down head-

long ; at which sight Hyrcanus's commiser-

ation and concern were too hard for his anger.
But his mother was not dismayed, neither at the

stripes she received, nor at the death with which
she was threatened ; but stretched out her hands,
and prayed her son not to be moved with the

injuries that she had suffered to spare the wretch:

since it was to her better to die by the means of

Ptolemy than to live ever so long, provided he

might be punished for the injuries he had done
to their family. Now John's case was this :

When he considered the courage of his mother,
and heard hr entreaty, he set about his attacks

;

but when he saw her beaten, and torn to pieces
with the stripes, he grew feeble, and was entirely
overcome by his affections. And as the siege
was delayed by this means, the year of rest came

on, upon which the Jews rest every seventh year,
as they do on every seventh day. On this year,

therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being besieged,

and slew the brethren of John, with their mother,
and fled to Zeno, who was also called Cotylas,

who was the tyrant of Philadelphia.

5. AND NOW Antiochus was so angry at

what he had suffered from Simon, that he made
an expedition into Judea, and sat down before

Jerusalem, and besieged Hyr-
Antioclius's canus ; but Hyrcanus opened the

anger. sepulchre of David, who was the

richest of all kings, and took

thence about three thousand talents in money,
and induced Antiochus, by the promise of three

thousand talents, to raise the siege. Moreover,
he was the first of the Jews that had money
enough, and began to hire foreign auxiliaries

also.

6. HOWEVER, AT another time, when
Antiochus was gone upon an expedition against

the Medes, and so gave Hyrcanus an opportunity
of being avenged upon him, he

Hyrcanus In- immediately made an attack upon
vades Syria; the cities of Syria, as thinking,

what proved to be the case with

them, that they would find them empty of good

troops. So he took Medeba and Samea, with

the towns in their neighbourhood, as also

Shechem and Gerizzim; and besides these, [he

subdued] the nation of the Chutheans, who dwelt

round about the temple which was built in imita-

tion of the temple at Jerusalem : he also took a

great many other cities of Idumea, with Adoreon

and Marissa.

7. HE ALSO proceeded as far as Samaria,
where is now the city Sabaste, which was built

by Herod the king, and encompassed it all

round with a wall, and set his sons, Aristobulus

and Antigonus, over the siege ; who pushed it

on so hard, that a famine so

far prevailed within the city, that Bealeges

they were forced to eat what never Sabaste.

was esteemed food. They also

invited Antiochus, who was called Cyzicenus, to

come to their assistance ; whereupon he got

ready, and complied with their invitation, but

was beaten by Aristobulus and Antigonus ; and

indeed he was pursued as far as Scythopolis by
these brethren, and fled away from them. So

they returned back to Samaria, and shut the

multitude again within the wall ; and when they
had taken the city, they demolished it, and made

slaves of its inhabitants. And, as they had still

great success in their undertakings, they did not

suffer their zeal to cool, but marched with an

army as far as Scythopolis, and made an incur-

sion upon it, and laid waste all the country that

lay within mount Carmel.

8. BUT THEN, these successes of John and

of his sons made them be envied, and occasioned

a sedition in the country ;
and many there were

who got together, and would not

be at rest till they brake out into Death of

open war, in which war they were John.

beaten. St. John lived the rest of

his life very happily, and administered the

government after a most extraordinary manner,
and this for thirty-three entire years together.

He died, leaving five sons behind him. He was

certainly a very happy man, and afforded no

occasion to have any complaint made of fortune

on his account. He it was who alone had three

of the most desireable things in the world, the

government of his nation, and the high priest-

hood, and the gift of prophecy ; for the Diety
conversed with him, and he was not ignorant of

any thing that was to come afterward ; insomuch

that he foresaw and foretold that his two eldest

sons would not continue masters of the govern-
ment : and it will highly deserve our narration to

describe their catastrophe, and how far inferior

these men were to their father in felicity.

CHAPTER III.

How Aristobulus ivas the first that put a
Diadem about his Head, -axd after he had

put his Mother and Brother to Death, died

himself, when he had reigned no more than

a Year.

1. FOR AFTER the death of their father,

the elder of them, Aristobulus, changed the

government into a kingdom, and was the first

that put a diadem upon his head,

four hundred -and seventy-one Arlstobulns

years and three months after our assums the

people came down into this coun- diadem,

try, when they were set free from

the Babylonian slavery. Now, of his brethren,

he appeared to have an affection for Antigonus,

who was next to him, and made him his equal ;

but, for the rest, he bound them, and put them in

prison. He also put his mother in bonds, for her

contesting the government with him ;
for John

had left her to be the governess of public affairs
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TABLE OF THE JEWISH WEIGHTS AND MEASURES,
PARTICULARLY OF THOSE MENTIONED IN JOSEPHUS'S WORKS.

Of tht Jewish Measures of Length.

Inches. Feet. Inche*

Cubit, the Standard 21 . ....19
Zereth, or Large Span ..... toj . . . . o io';

Small Span . ...... 7 . . . , . o 7

Palm, or Hand's Breadth 3^ ..... o 3!
Inch, or Thumb's Breadth 1,16 . . . o 1,16

Digitj or Finger's Breadth ..... ,875 . . . . o ,875
Orgyia, or Fathom 84. ....70
Ezekiel's Canneh, or Reed . ... 126 . . . . . 10 6
Arabian Canneh, or Pole 168 - .... 14 c
Schaenus Line, or Chain 1680 ..... 140 o

Sabbath-Day's Journey 42000 .... 3500 o
Jewish Mile 84000 .... 7000 o

Stadium, or Furlong 8400 .... 700 o

Parasang . 252000 .... 21000 o

Of the Jewish Measures of Capacity.

Oub. Inches. Pints or Pounds

Bath, or Epha 807 274 .... 27,83

Corus, or Chomer ...... 8072 74 278, 3

Seah, or Salop 269 091 9, 266

Ditto, according to Josephus .... 828 28 . . . . . 28, 3
Hin 134 54 ..... 4,463.1

Ditto, according to Josephus .... 414 12 ..... 14, 3

Omer, or Assaron 80 727 ..... 2,78
Cab 44. 8S9 i,544

Log 11,21 ,39

Metretes, or Syrian Firkin .... 207 . . . . . 7.125

Of the J'elvish Weights and Coins.
s. <i

Stater, Silus, or Shekel of the Sanctuary, the Standard 026
Tyrian Coin, equal to the Shekel ...........026
Bekah, Half of the Shekel ;.OI3
Drachma Attica, one-fourth .....007)
Drachma Alexandrina, or Darchmon, or Adarchmon,

one-half . . . ,013
Gerah, or Obolus, one-twentieth * . . o o i/

Maneh, Mna, (100 Shekels in weight) 21900 Grains

Troy
Maneh, Mna, or Mina as a coin (60 Shekels) . ........ 7 100
Talent of Silver (3000 Shekels) 375 o o
Drachma of Gold, not more than .. oil
Shekel of Gold, not more than . o 4 7
Daric of Gold ..104
Talent of Gold, not more than .... 648 o o

Table of the Jewish Months in Josephus and others, with the Names of the Syromacedonian

Names Josephus gives them, and of the Julian or Roman Months corresponding ta them.

Hebrew Names.
Nisan.

Sivan.
Tamuz.
Ab.
Elul.
Tisri.

Marhesvan.
Casleu.
Tebeth.
Shebat.
Adar.
Ve Adar, or

Syromacudoniaii NaTOsa.
Xanthicus.
Artemesius.
Dassius.

Panemus.
Lous.

Gorpiscus.
Hyperberetaens.
Dius. *

Apellaeus.
Audinaeus.
Peritius.

Dystrus.

Roman Names.
March and April.

April and May.
May and June.
June and July.
July and August.
August and September.
September and October.
October and November.
November and December,
December and January.
January and February.
February and March.

the second Adar, intercalated.


	Title Page
	Table of Contents
	Antiquities Book 12.1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	Antiquities Book 13.1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	Wars Table of Contents
	Wars Book 1.1
	1.2
	Table of Jewish Weights and Measures




Ancient Israel and Judah, from The Atlas of Ancient and Classical Geography by Samuel Butler, 


Ernest Rhys, editor (Suffolk, 1907, repr. 1908).







Ancient Israel and Palestine, from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 1926). 







Alexander's Empire, 336-323 B.C. (Caspian and West), from Historical Atlas by William R. 


Shepherd (New York, 1929). 







Alexander's Empire, 336-323 B.C. (Caspian and East), from Historical Atlas by William R. 


Shepherd (New York, 1929). 







Seleucid Kingdoms about 200 B.C., from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 


1929). 







Palestine in the Time of the Maccabees, 168-135 B.C., from Atlas of the Historical Geography of 


the Holy Land by George Adam Smith (London, 1915).







Palestine in the Time of Alexander Jannaeus and Queen Alexandra, 103-67 B.C., from Atlas of 


the Historical Geography of the Holy Land by George Adam Smith (London, 1915).





		Ancient Israel and Judah, from The Atlas of Ancient and Classical Geography by Samuel Butler, Ernest Rhys, editor (Suffolk, 1907, repr. 1908).

		Ancient Israel and Palestine, from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 1926).

		Alexander's Empire, 336-323 B.C. (Caspian and West), from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 1929).

		Alexander's Empire, 336-323 B.C. (Caspian and East), from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 1929).

		Seleucid Kingdoms about 200 B.C., from Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 1929).

		Palestine in the Time of the Maccabees, 168-135 B.C., from Atlas of the Historical Geography of the Holy Land by George Adam Smith (London, 1915).

		Palestine in the Time of Alexander Jannaeus and Queen Alexandra, 103-67 B.C., from Atlas of the Historical Geography of the Holy Land by George Adam Smith (London, 1915).









